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under ilie wveiglit of lus wvheat, bagts. Stone-nuasons also werc
biusy. for the building tra(lc lîad spurts of activitv; and the richi

inierclianit (lCsire(l both a %vinter hiouse and a sunîmiier homse.

Temples, not a fcw of them, hiad ta le huiît for Baal: -and this,

Iaani,- muist hiave hielped to cinliven thc building trade.

Tihe workers ini ivorv and gal(l and silver also wvere activcly
cnigag : u -eortincr the interiors of thc palaces and temples.

in can'ing the Ivory couches, and liu furnisiîîg thec drinik-
ing-vessels for the tables of the richi. Thie acsthetic

tastcs of Ilie people also, whio appear ta hiave been very musical,
miust hiave callcd inito being- a class of musical instrument-

inakers and professioîîal muiisicialis. These latter discourscd
sweet music whlile their miasters reclmcid upon their couchies
and (lrauk %vine fromn thieir goldeii cups. Professioiial gairden-
ers, also. wverc there. for the ricli Samiaritans hiad thieir I)leasalit

vinievards crowvning tlhe slal)es on whiichi the city wvas buiît.

ani creeping alaîîg the vallev ini thc nceigliborliaod. Thie

richier classes of Samiaria livcd ini a state of great luxu.,irv. Thcy
dwclt in thecir beautiful bouses decorated witli works of art-,

thev lu(lulge<l ini costlv banquets, whierc the wvinc-cup flowed

freelv. wliilc tliev listened to, the nmusic o! viol and(l harp. Thie

womicn., especially. -%vere nied for tlieir luxurv. Thev liad
lost thieir niative wvomi-ailiniess; thevy could only be called -Kine

of Bahan,"lalling uponl their couches and calling upon tlieir

luisban(Is to give tîxin wine ta drink.
At the saine tixnc therc wvas unirest socially. 'flic lawvs of

Dcnterononm treating ai the social and comnuiiercial lif c evre

Nwlollv dlisregairded. One would alnîaost falicy tlîat the people
of Jsrac]lakucu nathiîîg about tlicsc. Thec ricli lcnt thie poor

nîonev at ex--orbitanlt rates of iintercst. anid taok every unfair

mnaus af'i epriviing the poor dcbtor o! bis bouse, bis laid. bis

personîîal ireedanu. Tlîey dlefraud(ed flhe wvidoxv., anud b)crcft lier
of lier patriniony, driv'iing lier forthi froin lier lands. 111ey
ad(le< inisult Io iîijurv; tliey bouli te poor for silver and

thie liîedv for a pa-ir ai &i.idals, at so, little value (11( tliey

rcckan hlinîn ficsh 'alid blood. inat ta mention tlîe iiiîîairtal


