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¢ LET US CONSIDER ONE ANOTHER TO PROVOKE UNTO LOVE AND TO GOOD WORKS.'—HEBREWS X. 24.

Vor. {i-—No. 21.

DIVINITY.

{¥OR THE WESLEYAN.]

THE JUDGMENT-SEAT OF CHRIST.

& e must all appear before the judgment-seat of
Chrigt -1, Con, . 10,

Tue judicial proceedings of the judgment day
ate glowingly described in two tematkable vi-
sions; and it is & notable coincidence, thut these
two visions have been granted to two illustrious
captives. Daniel, duting his caplivity in Baby-
lon, beheld the four winils of heaven contending
apon the great sea; aud while he was striving to
account for this singular conflicty, he saw four
beasts issue from the convulsed ocean. In the
midst of the religious and political contentions
awhich these creatures prefigute, the end comes;
and then all the natious are required to give an
account unto Him ¢ by whom kings reign and
princes decree justice? ¢« [ beheld till the
thtones wete cast down, and the Ancient of days
did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and
the hairof his head like the pure wool : his throne
was like the fiery flame, and bis wheels as buin-
ing fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth
from before bim ¢ thousand thousands ministered
ynto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand
stood before him ¢ the judgment was sel, and lhe
books were opened.” Dan. vii. 9, 10

The beloved disciple was comforted, amid the
ptivations of Patmos, by a luminous panorama of
4 The Day of Judgment.’? He wasnow a banish-
ed man, enduring a painful exilc, because he pre-
ferred the favour of God, to the patronage of Do-
mitian, The venerable sufferer, however,1epined
not—for he knew that he would soon be “ where
the wicked cease from trowbling ; aud ot this
he had an encouraging fresage in the discomfiture
.of Christ’s enemies, and in the erection of bis tri-
bungl: ¢ And I saw a great white throne and him
#hat sat on it;—and 1 saw the dead, small and
xreat, stand before God 2 and the books wete open-
«d; and apother book was opened, which is the
%30k of lifeyand the dead were judged out of tiose
things which were wiitten in the bovksy accarding
30 their works.” Rev. xx. 11, 12,

Ay, hoth “small and great,” will have to en-
counter this solemn intetview with Chiist.  Arr,
of every naticn, must ¢ appear before the judg-
ment seat of Chiist.” The polished wihabitants
of Europe—the volupluous natives of Asia—the
persecuted children of Africa—and the enterpris-
ing people of America, Ani, of every dispensa-
tion—Patriarchs, Jews, and Christiaus. Awnt, of
every religions cieed and profession—Roman Ca-
tholics and Protestants— Churchmen and Dissen-
ters—Arminians and Calviuisis—Methodists and
Baptists, &, Awt, of every grade in society—

and lords—priests and laymen. 'In a word—Auwr,
from Adam, the progenitor of mankind, down fo
the Jast person into whose nostiiis the Alnighty
shall breathe the breath of life, shall appear be-
fore ¢ The Judgment-Seat of Christ.” And
thea~—
¢ We muat from God be driven,
Ot with our Saviour dwell;
Munt come at his command to heaven,
Or clse——dcpart 10 helt,”

But before this inconceivable multitude will be
assembled together, 2 great many changes shall
take place. There shall be signs and wonders in
heaven above, and in the eaith beneath, and in
the waters under the earth: ¢¢ blood, and fire, and
pitlats of smoke. The sun shall be turned int,
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daikness, and the moon into blood, before the
great and tetrible day of the Lord come.”?

‘The universe, as it now exists, presents a mos!
heautiful scene, ahounding in all the attractions
and varieties of a most gorgeous landscape. The
sky above us is painted’ in azure and gold: it is
profusely gemmed with shining pearls, and adosn-
ed in the centre with a supetb fountain of light,
from which streams of beauty and glory are con-
stantly proceeding, Innumerable lakes and n-
vers are pursuing their undeviating coursey and as
they rush through the intersecting glens, or calm-
ly breathe throagh the valleye, they water the
carth, and perpetuate its finitfulness, Seas and
oceans are rolling on, bearing upon their bosom
the ships of every nation, Splendour and music
maintain a wide dominion—every bush sustains a
watbler ; melody, sweet and various, is held in
every grove, ¢ while day unto day ultereth
speech, and night unto night sheweth know-
fedges? Again, the eath is dotled all over with
kingdoms and commonwealths, provinces and ci-
tiess These comprise superb squares, magnificent
promenades, spacious sireets; and these again
are built up with churches dedicated to the on-
Iy trae end wise God—temples and shrines in-
scribed ¢ {o the lords many, and gods many,”?
whom the heathens ¢ignorantly worships®  As-
sociated with these are theatres and saloons, halls
of legislation, and conrts ofjustice 5 hospitals, and

ublic baths; palaces and prisons; arsenals, col-
eges, &ec. Fuither, all these are encircled with
the productions of genius, and the monuments of
art; with the trojhies of war, and the acquisi-
tions of research; with the creations of science,
the accuwlations of industry, and the luxuiies of
commetce.

But in a little while, all this harmony will be
deranged, and all this comeliness deformed. Al
the citics, kingdoms, and continents of the world
—3yea, all the watlds, globes, and planets, that
compose the vast fabric of nature, shall be en-
gulphed in an ocean of liquid flame, over the
Eiggest billow of swhich * the Angel of the Lo:d»
shall fiy, summoning all mankind to appear before
“« TurJupcurENT SRAT oF Curist.®? ¢ Thé hea-
vens and the eaith which are now, are kept in
store, rescrved unto fire, against the day of judg-
ment and perdition of ungodly men.®? 23 Peter,
iii, 7. The individual end personal changes, how-
ever, {o be included amongst the events of this
tremendous day. will be as wondetful in their
operaticn and consequences, as these to which we
have adverted : < Beholil? saysthe Apostle, ¢ §
shew yon a mystery : We shatl not all sleep, but
we shzall ell be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptibley and we shall be changed. Forthis
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this
mortal must put on immortality.” 1. Cor. xv. 51,

In the day of judgment, all the visions will he
Scaled, and all the prophecies will be falfilled.
The race of man, now fixty centuries old, will
then be extinct for ever. God will be avenged,
and the saints of the Most High shall take the
kingdom. The cnemics of Christ will be van-
quished ; the dragon and the false prophet will be
buined with fire; ¢ the“wicked shall be turned
into hell 3 and the Messiah shall <« put down all
tule, aud il authority and power.”

And hesides—The ambitious mant will sudden-
ly find lamself in the presence of a Judge, who
was meek and lowly, while he is forming plans
of fature aggrandisement, the execution of which
would engross halfacentury.  The sordid wretch,
who made usury the business of bis life, shall be

dragged to ¢« The Judgnient Seat™ of Him who
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hath said, ¢ If iiches increase, set not yout
heart upon them,” atthe very moment he is striv-
ing to add ficld to ficld, and barn to bamns The
blasphemer will be hustied to the bar of that God
who has said, ¢ Swear not at all’>—preceded by
a volley of vaths, the uiterance of which concly-
ded bis profane existence. Ande——

But there arc some who desesve to be partidd-
larly noticed, for they shall appear very conspi=
cuous hefore ¢ The Judgment Seat of Christ.’?
tHere will be the Deviy, the old serpent that was
cast out of heaven; and there will be ApaM s8D
Eve,whom he beguiled and tempted, Here will
be Caixn, who finst shied human blood ; and there
will be Acee, the innocent victim of a brother’s
barbarity. 1iere will be Noau, th@antediluvian
preacher; and there will be his impenitent coun-
trymen, who laughed 2t his zeal, and derided his
piety. Here will be MosEes, and the Israelites
that came out of Egypt; and there will be Pua-
RAOH, and his army, "who weie drownzd in the
fled Sea. Here will be Brrsuazzar, the Chal-
dean, who degraded the vessels of God’s temple
into the appurtenances of a midnight revel; and
there will be DanieL, the prophet, who told the
imperial sensualist that his days were numhered,
and his grave prepered. Here will be Nrave
CHADNEZZER, the autocrat of the East; and there
will be Suaoracs, Mesuaciz, and ABEDNECO,
whom he cast into the fiery furnace. Here will
be Cvaus, the Perriap, who emancipated the
people of God ; and there will be ALRXANDIR,
;‘I}edMacedonian, wlho strove to enslave all man.

ind.

Hete, assembled before ¢ The Judgment Seat
of Christ,”? will be the wise MeN that travelled
from the East to sce ¢ the King of the Jews
and there will be the sucmeane, to whom the
tirth of that King was announced. Iere will be
Joun 1nE BarT1sT, who came to prepare the way
of the Lord; and there will be Herop raE KIng,
by whoin be was beheaded. Here will be Jupas
the apostate, who betrayed his master, and then
hangcd hims:if in despair 5 and there will be Px-
TER, who denied him with oaths and curses, bat
afterwards wept and repented.  Here will be the
Rosmas EMrEuons, that did every thing in theix
power to exterminate the Church ; and there wiil
be the prixiTive CHRISTIANS, that patiently sufe
fercd, gallantly contended, and nobly died for
st the fuith once delivercd to the saintse.”? Here
will be Vortaine, and Hume, Srixosa, and
Pa1INE, and all the duistical philcsophers, who em-
ploy ed their etudition and genius to bewilder tha
unscutandings, and destroy the souls of men ; and
there will be Lutiier and Carvin, Bax¥ea and
Kxos, WiriieLo and WEsrey, and all the zea-
loas defenders and preachers of the Gospel, who
laboured incessantly, ¢ warning every man, and
tecching evely man in all wisdom; that the
night present every man peifect in Christ Jesus.

And now, the predestined bour has atlengh
arrived—the time has come when all mustappea
before ¢ Tix JencéMENT Seat oF Cusist”? Be.
bold thent—sce, a thousand cataracts of fire are
rolling down from heaven—the firmament is torn
into shreds—1the dome of the warld is fallen in—
the pillars that supported time are tottering—the
sun is tushing from his orbit—the sea and the
Waves ate maﬁn{—-the gatesof hell are tremblinz
~—the powers of heaven are shaking—the ever-
lasting doots are lifting up their heads—and lo,
JESUS, altended by the glory of his Father an
the holy angels, is issuing forth., He ascends
¢ Tax JupeMIXT SEATS? The trumpet is sound-
ed—the books are opened—the t:ial 18 concluded
—the sentence is ptonounced ;--some are driven
inlo hell, shrieking “The harvest is past, the

summer is cnded, and we age nat saved,”—ang"




