
TE AIcla

'The heat of pursuit having subsided, hoe at
lengtlh exprcssed a wish to enter once more upon
the busy scornes of life ; but how to do this wîîh
f3afety was the question titat oftcn rose to bis
lips, but was as often met by the cavernous
gloorù of the future. By and bye hoe becamne
More fitful and abstractcd, and to the attentions
of bis kind hostcss hoe seemed perfcctly indif-
feren£, and at iast hie souglbî to evade bier alto-
getlier.

"Can it bo," slie thought, turning over i lier
onind every incident that had liappened sixîce
his arrivai,to0find a duetolbis cunduet. "Can
it ho that ho feels too deepiy the weigbî of ob-
ligations to a sîranger ? If I thouglit-but
that cannot be! have the aveuies to bis lieart
been choaked up by disappointmcent, cruelty
and relentless persecution; aud titat the chain
ltat links biîn with suciety is about to snap
asunder ;-tbat fromn fearing some and hating
Cthers, hoe is about to make the fearful leap mbt

the vortex of crimec-to wage war witlî ail the
aflèctions of otîr nature 1-perhiaps'liis reason
lutters, and hie is doomed to sufer-a hapless
Mfantue !

Wrbich of tbeae surmises was correct, sie
Was not to ho long in ignorance; but bier con-
ception had not reached baif the reality of
"'bat, in the extent of bier worse conjecture,
5lîe hiad sbadowed out and rejected as a siande-
rous suspicion.

One morning the inmates of the family wcre
'Jurprised to find the door opening from the
Yard iinto the unoccupied wing of the bouse,
S3tanding open, and on entering a smaii room
Ibrongli a narrow passage, tbiey were amazed
4t the indications of a recent tenancy. Tbe
eircunistance wvas made known to Mrs. Caunt,
Wlien the pour lady becanie pale, and appear-
ed greatiy agitated, for until now, she bad been
ignorant of any intention on the part of bier
guest lu leave bier protecting rouf, înucb less
0ùf so uîicerernonious a desertion as this. The
unly clue that couid hoe discovered to his in-
tentions, %vas an open paper lying on the table,
tontaining, the offer of a rewardand indumnity
te ail snicb, as sliould inform against cririnals,
and wbich froni its position, appeared lu bave
heen before bim up tu tbe tîme of bis departnre.
T ihe consternation depicted on their mistrcss'
léfatures, was attributed by the servants to annv
thing but the truc cause, and Roderick seemcd
Io sbare their sentiments.

Every sound, and every footstep througbh
the whole of that day, niade the widuw start;
Sud tw as'oniy wben every tbing settled down
Io ,lbe quitcîrtess of nigbt, and nu appearance of
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a change ivas visible, that site began tu îlîink
bier fears were idle, and tîtat tbe dread of dis-
covery and betrayal bad worked upon the mind
of lier guest, and had induced biro te elope.

A wveek more passed, and ail went on smootlî-
ly witbin tbe oid mansion, and only two days
of the nine werc wanling tu entomb the won-
der. The lady berself lîad begun lu smile at
bier vagaries, and even tu remember an event
tbat had rclieved bier of a dilemma, witb gra-
titude for the deliverance. Roderick too, felt
bis beart grow ligbter, and questioned wvly it
liad ever been heavy- the crickets bad taken
up their oid abodes ini the chinks, and tbe
spiders wove their webs in tbe places whence
thcy had heen so rîîdely drivcn-and again
wvas the old wig given up lu darkness and
solituide; once mourc bad te widow returned to
tîte dependants un bier bounty, wit the saniu
bopeful smile titat bad been wont tu cheer
tbcm in tieir poverty, and to rcmind tbem of

the cruse of oul and the barrel of meal that
nieyer faiicd;' and if tbe prayers of some could
bave availed, she might bave lived on tu the
end, of lie, an ang-el indeed, mimishering ho the
wants of afflicted bumanity. But virtue meets
nul ils reward in this world, nor do the ina-
chinations of tbe wicked termitiate with ade-
quahte retribution.

If the leading incidents of this tale, wbîcb
are miatters of bistory, are fixed upon the
rcader's memury, witîb the samne tenaciîy wiîh
wbicb they bave worked upon ours, perhaps
mnueb of the interest of ur narrative wili ho
lost-if nul, before judgmcnt ho passed on our
veraciîy, or thbiàbodeclared an overworked pie-
ture of bumnan frailty, lot bim tur toîthe trans-
actions ofîthe year 1685, in Hume's History of
Eîîgland.

A man in an undress uniforîn iay reciining
on a couch in the principal room of a noble
miansion un the banks of the Ouse; every
thing around hinti sbowed that the band ' of
violence had been recenîiy there, and pro-
claimed in language 100 loîîd lu be mistaken,
that hoe who then occupied il wvas not theright-
fui owner. Instruments of femnale industry
and amusement iay scattered on the chairs,
tables, and floors, in a way that 100 plainly
announced the removai of thoir owner. A
small1 boy stood trembling witb downcast eyes
before bim, whose coarse and vulgar appear-
ance was sO mlucb in keeping witb the disor-
der sud confusion hoe had causcd. The man
biad been aisieep on the shady aide of the room
wben the boyis outrance.bad disîurbed bim,
and hoe bad raised bis bead, and was support-


