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'< HERE is nothing so miuch
ri to be relied on as sound

tradition, and nothing s0
nîuclî to be avoided as
that which is false. B3ut

1 e- how are we to judge ?
how disting-uish betwveen
true and fakse tradition ?

In matter of religion the distinction oughIt
to be and is easily found. 'l'lie jewishi
law wis indeed a strict and heavy lawv.
It w~as made lîeavier stili by the false
traditions which the Pharisves and other
sects heaped uipon, it. But was there not
a Priesthood whose essential duty it wvas
to guard the law and provide that nothing
untrue should he admitted ? There was,
indeed, sucli a Priesthood and by divine
appointmient. But it J)roved unfaithfui,
no promise having been given that it
wvouid be preserved against error. So
cornîleteiy had it betrayed its trust that
its divine founder deciared that it was
acceptable to himi no more, and that lie
would no longer have sacrifice or service
froin its hands.

As to tradition in secular matters it
nmust be held to be truc or faise, must be
accepted or rejected, according to the
,grounds of credibility which it presenits.

Let us comne now to that reiigious tra-
dition which is a living voice in the
Churcli. In order to apreciate this tra-
dition wve rmust consider it in its origiîî
and its progress througi the centuries.
In its origin surely it %vas pure, having
begun wvitti the Apostoles and Apostolic
nien in the Apostolic age. [f it lias conie
down to us untainted throughl 50 many
centuries, we owe this wonderful preserva-
tion to the care and promise of our great
Teacher, whlo is the way, /rudh, and ie.
He instituted a Priesthood that ivas des-
tinied to live and be truc to its sacred
trust tlîrougiîout ail tinie. This permian-
ency and fidelity %were secured by our
Lord's unerring word which declared that
hie would be with the xiinistry which lie
tounded ai days, even tli tMe end of the
1Wor/d, and that the gates of hell, that
is, the jowers of darkness, s/zou/d never l'e
ab/l tprezvail againist il. In this rniîiistry,
therefore, we have a sure and Üaithful

.guardian and inlerpreter of the word of
God. Its nccessity as an interpreter can-
flot lxe denied, for no Scri.5tzire is t/priiva/e
i;zterp relation, and there are rnany things
in the written word tuial are /id Io be un-
derstood, and w/uc/i t/he un/earned and ici
us/ah/e -wrest Io ilueir own perdition.

There are sonme points in our religion
the knowledgte of which we owe entirely
to tradition. Thiere is no warrant in the
written word of God for the practice of
baptizing infants. T1his l)ractice, neyer-
theicss, is universai. It is in hionour not
oniy ainong Cathoiics, whlo accept tradi-
tion, but aiso aniong, ail separated denomii-
nations excepting a sect called " anti-
pedlo/aptishs, " or, more comimonly for
brevity's sake, "lBa(Ptists." P'o tradition,
also, is due the custom, comimon to ail
who profess to be Chiristians, of keeping
hoiy the first instead of the last day of the
week. It is weil known that Saturday
was the Sabbath day when the comm-and
Mias gTiven to sanctify the Sabbath, and
continued to be so until Clîristianitv was
establishied. Thiere is nothing in " the
Newv Testament to shew that this coin-
mandnient was revoked and Sunday, the
first day of the week, appointed to be
observed. Trhat such change was made
in the Apoz-tolîc age, in honour of our
Lord's resurrection froin Cie dead, we
know by tradition, and, as surely, as if it
wvere written on every page of the sacred
book.

It would appear fromi certain words in
the INev Testament that Christians are
bound to abstain from- the flesh of ani-
niais that are not thoroughly bled. F romi
tradition -we learn that there is no such
obligation. They who reject tradition,
therefore, ought to deal with the Jews for
their supplies of animal food, or like the
J ews, kili thecir own sheep and bullocks.

What respect must we not have for
tradition and how confidentiy nmust we
not rely upon it Nvhen we cai to
niind that it cornes to us through such
venerable fathers of the eariy Church as
Anibrose, Augustine and Jerome, Gregory
Nazianzen and Gregory the Great, Saint
John Chrysostom and Athanasius,
Origen, Tertullian, Saint Ignatius the
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