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TIIE OWL is lte journ.-l of the students of the
Culkge of Ottawa. lIs olject, is tu aid te Stu-
dcnts in thecir litcrary dcvelopanient, Io clironicie
ilheir dloings in nnd out of class, and to unite more
ciiueiy the students of the past and present tu thuir
Alima Mbater.

Aeidress il] letcrs tu " THE OWL," Coulege of
oMtawa, Ottuwa, Ont.
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R. W. IvEits '91.

F. D. EVINE, '91.
J. P. SMurzî, '92.
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Stiudents are rcqucsîcd to patronizc aur advcr-
li.ers.
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Throughi the kindness of bis Grace the
:rchbishop, we miake public, for the first
timie, the Brief, by which under the Fish-
erMn is Ring, Ottawa Coilege has been

clevitcd to thec rank of a CathoIic Uni-
versity. Other Popes may have been re-
tnarkabic for intellectual power, or force of
wviil or vast administrative abiiîy, but Leo
XIII scns to have comnbin.ed ail tliese
ý,,rand qualities in luniseif ; he scans with
l lz.en and ripid gaze the whoie Chris-
iian wor]d and secs the wants of
.! the counitries under his paternal
McyrC. But as âtn cducator lie lias in
a special mariner icritud our gratitude.
Scarcely one year had ciapsed after his
aicent of the throne of St. Peter, wvhen lie
proclaimced the Angelic Doctor the patron
of the Catholic Collegcs and Universities,

for in his doctrine 'pure and wvithout
mixture,' would be found the remedies for
the evils of our days. Canada received its
share of bis univ rsal attention. Hither-
to our education was necessarily utilitar-
ian. Our country nccded men to do
iaborious wvork who had but littie
tirne to give to study. But the aspect of
things is changing ; culture is gainîng
ground evcry day and bigher education is
an absolute necessity. lIn Quebec this
want wvas feit and suppiied ; it wvas but
just that its twenty-three Colleges should
have thieir crown in the UJniversity of Lavai.
Ontario mîust flot be behind the sister
province. There are here several powerful
chartered institutions which are necessarily
ciosed to Cathoiic students. lIt is then
wvith an eye towards raising the standard
anxd enhancing the dignity of the Catholic
training in Ontario that the HoIy Father
has seen fit to create our Coliege a Uni.
versity endowed %vith ail the privileges of
older institutions, and serving as a centre
for Cathoiic thougît in the English por-
tions of Canada. Founders of Universi-
tics in every age have desiderated a cen-
tral position as essential to the success of
thecir undertaking; and wvith reason, for a
University by its very na-ure is a light to,
the surrounding country. Students Block to,
it to get there Nwhat, cannot bce had ait honte,
and it becomes thc trysting ground for all
iliat is great anid good in a country. If it
combines political power ivith intellectual
attractions so niuch tle better ; sudl wvere
Paris, Romie, Bologna, Salanianca, and
Louvain in older days. Sucli Nill Wash-
in*gton be in the near futurc; and why
should, not Ottawa. be the sanie? Our
country lias brighit prospects before it;
rapid strides bave been made in a short
while and mental activiîy miust keep
abreast of politicai aspirations. What more
central position could bce desired ? We arc
in the capital of the Dominion ; the rnern-
bers of the Senate and the House of
Commons mneet hiere for three niontlis
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