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PITY THE HINl>U W'IlOWb.

TOLI1 ONE OF TIIEISELVES.

-j HERE are fouir prinîcipal castes
among ixiidus, and of thîem

*ail I think the third class,
1'the Kaites to wvhieh I belon-,
iiiko tlîeir -widows suifet-r inost.

Ntarly ail widoivs are treated
badiy enougli, but our customs are
iauch worse thian tiiose of othiers.
In thie Puîîjab tbey are îîot always
s strict iii enforcingô tlieir customs

wvitl wicdows ;but tiiouglb wo live in thîe l>unjab,
oui fainihy comnes fromn thie Nortii-%Vest, aînd ns
we are rich and well-to-do, our cîistoins are Lept
up scrupulously.

MXlen a liusbaîîd diee lus wife suifers a3 mnucl
as if the deatlî angel hiad coîne to ber also. Slîe
îîîust îîot be apprcaclied by aîiy of lier relations,
but several -w'omen, froni tlîree to six, (wvives of
barbers, a elass wio ara kept iii for this object),
are iii vaiting, and as soon as the hîisbîud's last
breath is drawn tlîey rush at the new -inade w'idow
anîd tear off ber ornaments.

EBar anid nose-rings are drawu off, often tearing
thîe cartilage; ornaments plaited ini with the unir
are tom avay, and if the arms are coverel -witlî
gold and silver bracelets tlîey dIo not take the
time to draw, tlîem off one by one, but holding
lier arun on the groîind tliey hîaiiner witlî a stoîîe
until the metai, often solid and lîeavy, breaks in
two.

It îîîatters flot to themn hîow mnany wounds tlîey
iîîflict ;tliey have no lîity, îîot eveîî if thie Nvidowv
is but a elîild of six or seveîî, -whio does not kîiow
what a liusband ineans.

COUC, TO THE BURasNaM PLACE.

At that tiîîîe two sorrows coîne apoxu every
wioone fr3mn Cod, anti onîe froîn lier own

pecople, whio sliouild eberisli and support lier, but
whîo desert and execrate lier. If the lîusband
dies :îway fromn home, then, on the arrivai of the
fat.zll îiews, ail tlîis is clone.

At thie fuineral ail the rehtivez. nien as weil as
woniîen. have to accompiiy the corpso to the
btiriitg gba9t. If thîey are rieli and have carniages
tbey înîîst jiot lise thîem. but aIl go on foot. Thie
meoi foliow thie corpse, the woniîeî (ail the ladies
mvell covered tromn siglît) coic aftcr, and last thîe
widowv, led along by thie barber8' wvives.

Thîey takoe care thuat at heast two hundred feet

intervene betwcen lier and any otlier woînen, foi'
it is supposed that if lier ý.hadow feul on any (hier
tornientors oxcepted), site also would becon'e a
widow; thorefore, no relative, homever imicli
sympathy she many feel ini çecret, (lare look on ber
face.

One of the rougli woinen goes in front and
sliouts aloud to any passer. by to get ont of the
way of the accurz-ec tlîing, as if the poor widowv
were a wild lîeast ; aînd others drag lier aiong.

Arrived at the river, tank, or well, whore the
body is to be burnied, they pus, bier into the
wvater, and as she falis -o sho must lie, with lier
clcthes on, until tho body lias been burned, and
ail the company have bathed, waslied tlicir
clothes and drieci them.

When they are ail ready to start for home, but
îîot before, they drag lier out, and ini lier wvet
clothes she niust trudge home. It matters not
what the wieathei' is, in a burning suni, or with ai
icy wind blowing f rom the Huiialays. Tlioy care
not if she dies. Oh, I wvould rather elîoose the
suttee ivith the lîusband!

Niany are happy enotigh to die in consequence
of thcse sýorro -vs, for however iii tlîey inay becoîne
iio care is taken of themn, or inedicine giveui.

II(:WITII TIlEsl-T.

I once ivent to a funeral (beforo I was mysoif a
voîv), wliere the buriiig.place wvas threce koes

(about six miles) from the city. It mas the hot-
test riontb of thie year, aud though we started at
sunrisEe, we did not reacli theelhouse again tili 3
p.mn.

1 shahl neveî' forgot liow iîuch the voinian
suffvred froin the hiot blasting wiid tliat blew on
us like fire, and the blazing suni. We were ai-
inost wvorn out witlî lient and tliirst, thougli we
lîad stopped often to rest and drink.

The poor widow dared not ask for a drink, or
she would have lost lier character ; tie woinen
-î'itli ber mighit have given lier water if thiey hîad
liked, but tlîey would not.

At iast she feul, but tiiey pulled bier up agrain
and dragged lier on, told lier not to give way,
she -was îîot thîe only widow, and taunuted lier
when she wept, witli wanting a husband. Wliîen
she had no strength lefo even to crawl, thoy
dragged lier along like a bundie of clothes.

On arrivai at the bouse she was flung on the
floor in the littie rooin ;stihi, though they knew
she ~îsalinost dead witb tliit, tboy flid not
give lier a drop of water, and ehe dared îîot ask
for aiîy.
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