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Each of these orders might comprise as fol-
lows: I. order, 36; IL. 18; 111. 120; IV. 15; V.
42 ; VI. 69. Canada, flot embracinr ail the
varieties of climate and tcmperatnre, w1iceh the
American Union does, cannot bcecxpected to unite
ait the varieties of birds to be found in the
United States. The Canadian Fauna is never-
thcless very beautiful and varied in its features,
including a numerous collection of birds of prey.
The web-footed order are weil represented ini
Canada-the Woodpccker family comprises
some most brilliantiy habited individuals-Alex.
Wilson spoke eloquently and truly, when he
said, Il The ornithology of the United States ex-
hibits a rich display of the most splendid coloursS
froni the green, silky, gold, bespangled down of
the minute humming bird, scarce three inches in
extent, to the black coppery wings of the gioomy
condor, of sixteen feet, who sometimes visits our
northern regions; a numerous and powcrful band
of songsters, that, for sweetness, variety, and
melody, are surpassed by no cofntry on earth;
an ever-changing scene of migration from torrid
to temperate and from northern to southeru re-
gions, in quest of suitable season, food and cli-
mates, and sucli an amazing diversity in habit,
economy, form, disposition ami faculties, so uni-
formly hereditary in each species, and so coni-
pletely adequate to their peculiar wants and
convenience, as to overwhelm us with astonish-
ment at the power, wisdom, and beneficence of
the Creator.

Il l proportion as we become acquainted with
these particulars, our visita to, and residence in
the country, become more and more agreeable.
Forrnerly, on such occasions, we found ourselves
in solitude, or, with respect to the feathered
tribes, as it werc in a strange country, where the
manners, language, and faces of ail were either
totally overlooked, or utterly unknown to us;-
IIOW, we find ourselves among interesting and
well known neighbours and acquaintances, and,
in the notes of every songster, recognize with
satisfaction the voice of an old friend and com-
panion. A study thus tending to multiply our
enjoyments at so cheap a rate, and to iead us, by
such pleasing gradations, to the contemplation
and worship of the Great First Cause, the Father
and Preserver of ail, can neither bce 1db nor use-
lees, but is worthy of rational being, and doubt-
less agreeable to the Deity."1

The lecturer, by means of the diagram of a
bird drawn on a large board, explained the dif-
ferent portions: Primaries, Secondaries, Ter-
tiaries, S&apulars, rhump feathers, ./uriculars,
Tarsi, Tibia, Iris, Mirror, total length, alar ex-
lent, and a variety of other technical ternis.

IlLinnaeus, in his Systerna Naturoe, divides
the class of birds into six orders. Blumienbachi
make? aine orders. Cuvier makes six. Viellot,
five. Vigors, five. Temuinck, in hie Manuel
d'Ornithologie, sixteen ; Agassiz and Gould, only
four orders.

The vastnesa of the subject now before us is
such that I amn COmpelled to confesa how rashly
I acted in promising you at the onset a discourse
on the ornithology of Canada. It would re-
quire, at least, a dozen of lectures to place the
topic before yon in a becoming manner. I shall,
therefore, be satisfied with familiarising you with
some of the specimens belonging to our Museumi.
Let us select the Hawks, Owls, aud some of the
singing Birds.

At east 20 species of the former family visit our
latitudes;- the delicately spotted Goshawk, iden-
tical with the European species : the breast is of
a lovely ash colour, with moat delicate mark-
ings; there is the rough-legged buzzard ; there the
Mareli Hawk, whom I arn sure, on viewing this
specimen, you ail recognize as that unwehcome
prowler who made yen miss by bis swoop such a
shot, on the Chatean Richer, Crane Island-Sorel
or Desehambanît Ifar8hes, at some period or other
of your sporting career; there je another species
with large expanse of wimg; that is the Broad-
Wingedilawk, flot s0 large as the Goshawk, and
«fplumage lees bright; then conies the the sharp-
shinned ; the Pigeon Tlawk and the Sparrow
Ilawk, with its elegant cinnamon Coloured back
and black bands on ita tail. I miss here a splen-
did individual, the great Duck Hawk-..Bullet
headed aawk, as some style him, and who le noue

else than the celebrated Peregrine Falcon of
the days et ehivalry; ho is pretty common in
Canada West; one was shot at C hariesburg, near
this city some years back. The limita eofniy dis-
course prevent me froni quoting for your benefit,
the elegan t and truthfut descriptions of the Pere-
grine and his fearlees compeers, as sketched hy
the great Audubon. Shahl we leave this flerce
baud of robbers hy day, and investigate the
career of those formidable midnight raiders, the
Owls ? Sce how grave, how omniscient they
look, with their rolling, shining yellow eyes,
their soft plumage and their warm fur leggings,
impervioue to cold the most intense. There lie
sits on his percli, the dignificd patriarcli of the
whole tribe : the Great Cinereous Owl ; look
at him well-he is no t an everyday visitor by any
means-the largeet of the owls ; and even exceeds
in size that white and flerce marauder, the great
Snowy Owl, who as yon know is frequently
shot lu the surrounding country during the
winter monthS. Nature lime adapted itseof
wonderfully, to theso birds. Tbey bunt by
day as well as by night, and ini the soft moon-
light, you c an scarceiy hear the rustling sound
of their winge, wben pursuing hares or other
smait animale. 0f the ferocity of the Snowy
Owl unqueýstionable proofs exiat. The attnck of
a Snowy 0Owi, rcndered desperate through hunger
on a Roman Catholie Missionary, le amusingly
related in a Journal of TrayeZ on the Labrador
coast. The Reverend Father was se astounded
at the daring of the bird of prey, that lie sought
hie safety in fliglit. 0f the Virginian or Great
[lorned Owl, there are some fine varieties, Atlan-
tice, Magillanicus, Pacificus, Arcticus, Virgin-
janua : .tlanticus and Virginianus alone visit
Canada ; they are often found cauglit by the
leg in steel trape baited for foxes; the fero-
cions attitude and indomitable courage this owl
exhihits, when approached by dog or man
le wonderful to behold; ho snape his powertul
beak, rolle hie bright eyee and erecta bis feathers;
-the very embhem of conoentrated rage. I
have flot heard of any succestul effort to domes-
ticate the Great Horued Owh. In some countries,
the Barn Owtle higbly valned as a destroyer of
rata and mice.

I have now placed before you in a row,
according to their size, the Owls which visit
Canada; you notice the gradation from the
Great Cinereous as large as a large Turkey, to
the littie Saw Whet, a sweethy pretty, tiny tel-
low, not mucli bigger than a snow buutlng;
what an interesting group of wiseacree they al
seem ? Legislative or City Councilors lu coni-
clave 1 I have informed you that the most uum-
erons order of bîrds by far wae the Passeres. It
would require a great many eveuinge te initiate
you into their habits and history. I will conse-
quently nierely direct your attention to those
now before you wearing the showiest liveries
and gaudiest uniforme; there, you will remark
the brigliteet of Canadian birde, the Vermillion
Tanager, or Summer Red Bird, liow velvety hie
black winge do appear, surronnded by red
feathers. lot weather alone attracta him over
the Canadian border from the soented magnolia
groves of Louisiana and Florida. The peasant
lad, meeting hlm, in our green weeds, lu eestaey
at sncli a dieplay of splendour, hurries home to
telt hie mother that lie las at hast seen "lLe Roi
des Oiseaux," for sucl isl the distinctive cogne-
men the Summer Red Bird, during bis July
visite obtains amougst the Freuchi Canadian
peatantry. That sprightly iooking individual
with a cinnamon coloured back and wings, a
white hreast and long reunded tait feathere, le
the Black Bihled Cnuckoo h ies srill note le occa-
sionally heard lu hedges round the city. Unhike
his European congener, hie habite as a parent
are unimpeahable; younover catch hlm depo-
siting eggs lu ether bird's uests,-foundlings at
at other iudividnai'e doors ; this shabby un-
natiiral practice may suit the Cow pen bird of
Canada ; but our dandy, merry Cuckoo, le too
excellent a gentleman, ton kind-hearted a
fellow to behave thus. We have two
Cuckeos in Canada, the white and the black
bilted. Next te hlmyeno notice a bird encased
lu a sleek, shiny, black uniferni, with gold and
crimeon shoulder stra.ps, g yeritable rifleman
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amonget the feathered tribe ; that le theolRed
Winged starling ; ishe net a jaunty, militaryhlook.
ing son of song ? sporting epauleltes, ho englit te
stand weht with the ladies; doubtiese hie naine
of Field Officer le due to their admiration of hie
gaudy uniform. There sits Robin Red Breast.
What nice anecdotes I could tell you about him
my familiar friend, who returns each spring te
nesthe in a bushy evergreen under my Library
window, notwithstandiug several mnurderous
raide made in the vicinity, in the dead et niglit
by soe maraudering grimaîkin, when unfortun-
ately for my feathered neighbour the trusty
guardian of the grounds, my mastiff Wolf is
rapped lu bahmy sleep. Yen may understaud
what a lively memeory birde retain of the
spots lu which protection lias been extendod
te tliem. For six years past have I protected the
birds building on my property; it le certainly as-
tonishing se see how they have mnitiplied.

What a charming musician, the Red Eyed Fly
Catcher during hie protracted stay from, Mny te
September: scarcely visible te the naked, amnidet
the green beugle etf a betty elm, lie warblee forth
hie love Song from sunriso te, sunset. How
eagerly I watched for the roture, front the South et
the Sweet, Sweet Canada bird, the white threated
sparrow-wliose piercing whietle reseunde even
lu the depth et niglit 1 How le it hoe did net
accompauy this spring hie cengener,, the Seng
Sparrow, se dear te every Canadian hieart, withi
hie simple but soft melody?

Have any et yen ever watcled the Red start
darting like an arrow, atter thoe maîl flues, thon
relighting on the twig, uttering hiesîrili in-
creasing note, very similar te that et that pretty
summor Yehbow bird, aise eue et the fly catchers
as yon are aware,-a family meet numerone and
if net generally gifted witl eeng, at least wearing
a very briglit ivery : tho Red start, the maie bird
le easily known by ita black plumage: when il
le flying, it discleses the under portions et ita
wings, whidh appear et brigît maize. The
femabe je more et an olive hue, and dees net
resemble at al lier mate: tley breed all round
Qnebec and stop here about three menthe. It is
neodlese fer me te turnish yen with a very lengthy
description et the Blue Jay: yen are ail acquaint-
ed with hie cerulean plumage and hareli note
epeciably bofore ramn.

I muet net hewe'ver, forgot te, point eut te yen
that richly dressod individual, wearing black
and orange badges: that ie the Baltimore Oriole.
Ho visita the warmest parts et Western Canada,
Black and orange, did I say? why, that wue the
official ivery et a great Englihlhaudewner et
Maryland, lu the daye when democracy amenget
eur neigîbenre was net. W. have it on the
autherity et Alexander Wilson, ne men
anthority, as yeu knew, that tîle brilliant Juiy
visiter took ita namo trom Lord Baltimore, on
wliose estates a great number et Orioles were
te le seen. It le satisfactery te flnd that even
lu Republican America, the Engliie aristocracy
is becemingly represented net onhy at the White
House, but aIse lu the green fields and green
weede et the great Republie. The .Baltimore
Oriole le a toherably good musician. Yeun a a
sce lew briliant are the coloure et these Canada
birde now exhibited te yen; as for song, we may
safely assort with the samne Alexander Wilson,
that the Fauna et Amorica eau compote with
that et Europe: true we have net the Sky Lark,
uer the Black bird, aud the Robin although very
similar te, him in song and habita le stillt hie lu-
terlor; but we have the Wood Thrush, with ita
double tongued finte notes, Wilson'e Thrueli, the
Brown Thrush, the gingîing, roysterlug Bobolink,
the Canadian Gold Finch whose warblo reminde
yen, et the Canary. The far famed European
Nighitingale bias certainhy met with a wertly
rival in the American. Mocking Bird, whose
extraerdinary musical powers have been se
graphically delineated by thie great Audubon.
My young triende, I hâd promised te introduce
yen lu the very sanctuin et Natural History, and
the advanoed heur of the evoning compe me te
beave you, znerely at the threehold. Je it should
se ploneeyou we may, at some future day, reenmne
the. investigation et this snbject. I thank yon
for your long ani constant attention. Au revoir.

Jr. M.Lno<
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