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A favii1y or iwu.?e is a portion or branch of a

clan-section. It has its own crest and sub-chiof,
subordinate Vo Vhe clan totem and clan-sectional chief,
and of itself or in combination ivith other kiadî-ed
familios foris a complote clan-section.

A clan-section is a company of one or more familles
having Vhe sanie totem and totemie naine, and
forming one division of a tribe.

,& clit is the aggregate of kindred clan-sections
hnving the saine totem and totemic ame.

A tribe is a comninnity of two or more different
clan-sections rssiding in one place, bearing a coxamonj territorial naine, and govorned by the chiefs of the
clan-sections ln council asîsembled.

A cozifedercy is an alliance of several ti-ibes for
offensive and defensive purposes, and is governed by
the nnited suffrages of the clans ini public assemnbled.

The principal clans of the Nisliga Coafederacy are
Vhs Lae_-Gibni(Lîipiazs), the Ganliada (Jaiiai.s), the

r the Lak-Shkik (Aqîtilians), and the Gisligahas (Can-
Ywbians).

Bach tribe on the Naas is coniposed of a clan-section
froin each of the above -naîned clans. so tint for the
transaction of business (whichi is ciiefly dynastie) in
any tribe on Vhe river, it is necessary to suaimon Vhe'I other tribes and thus bring Vogethet- ail the clan-sections
of eacli clan in public assembly. And this is Vhs
raison d' eire of Vhe Potlatch.

*Indian affairs are, as 1 have snid, principally dynastie,
* that is they have Vo, do with hereditary rights and

titIes, successions Vo chieftaiiaships aniongz Vie ciiefs,
Vo a higher social standing among the gentry, and Vo,
the "'going np one" in thefamn1y circle among Vhe
cornion people, for overyone is soniebody's junior, and
ivanVs Vo become sonibody's senior.

*These successions oftea carry witi thein substandai
emoînmnents in ths way of hunting and fishing riglits
over certain lands and streams, and are not infrequently
a bone of serions contention, sometimes ending in
bloodshed.

Thon in each clan-section there are many vacant
places, fild by mon of renown in ths good oid, Vimes
ivhen the Indians were aumorous, but now retainin
only the naine. To fll thsse vacant placesan
revive the old naines is the oat- ambition of Vhs

like other successions, can ony beaccomplishied by
survn nembos ofl cln-etieo families ailf tie

tisse people, only one object for which Vo live and
only one scope for their naturai activity, viz.: Vhe
&lorification of self. In eaci Indisa Vown you will
tiad Vhe clan-sections living together on apparently
very good ternis, but, la reality hiolding oaci otlior
down or staving each other off ivith -all the cunning
imaginable. Jealousy of oae another is Vhs character-
istic feature of Indian life. and so, socialistic are
their ideas that no individnnl (lare improvo his condition
above Vhsgeneral average, while at Vie sanie tinie saci
clan - section is consuîned witlm a burniag desire Vo
inake a botter show Van an aaother.

You are ail of course aNvare tint niembem-s O'f Vhs
saine clan may noV intermnarry. Suci a Viing, accordiag
Vo Inclin ide, ivould ho an abomination. But it
mnay noV have become cvident Vo ail of you that imot-

* withstanding tItis law the majority of Indian marriagesl
are very close as Vo family afllnity. la inost familles I
find it has been Vhs customn of Vthc in for gonerations
te select tîxeir wives froin oas pnrticular clan-section
of another but stili the sanie clan, because of oquality
in rani or froin otier social considerations. Aad:1 ts nay bo oas reason why tic ladians do noV
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Marriage nover unites the mnan and the woman;
froxu first Vo, last the parties belong to, different clans,
and inaintain respectively their own social positions.
Children- are couinted in on the niother's side as oir
eider brother's family, belonging. of course, to lier
clan. And aIl rights, tities, and property descend
froin uncle to nephew or niece, and not from father
Vo son. The idea of a widow laying claim to hier laVe
hu. àand's property or a son Vo his father's, would
be absurd Vo, the Indian mind. But it is very liard
to suppress nature, especially whea it is human; for,
in spite of aIl, the paternal or filial instinct crops out.
at tirnes and sets up serious complications in this social
niachinery.

No botter description could lie given of the Indian
people than that Bnp plied by thîe naine they give them-
selves-Alii.gigiat. T ruly they are a Pubir-peope, for
they have no private business, nio private riglits, and
no domestic privacy. Every right is holden (that is the
nieaning of the work Yuqu, which the White-man,
judging from outward appearance, calls Potlatch, iLe.,
gizing) and every matter regulated by a public m-anifes-
tation of assent on the part of the united clans. And
this public expression of assent. nmacle by the clans
and acknowledged by the individLus is whiat we cal
potlatch. Even -babies are legitimized, 80 Vo speak,
in this way, the naxuing of children recorded, and
their admission Vo tribal privileges signalized by the
saine mens.

You will observe therefore, that according Vo the
constitution of the tribes and the distribution of clans,
Potlatch, or a systeni analogous to it, is a necessity, from
an indain point of view. in order to preserve the
unity, distinctions, and traditions of the race; for one
clan-section may noV assent Vo an act except in concert
With the other sections; if it do, the noV ini question
is only recognized within that section. And if an
individual assumnes any right to which hie may be
,entiVled, without a public mianifestation of assent on
tho part of the clans, lie finds himself in the position
of a miner who stakes off a dlaimn without recording
it: the next individual in Vhe lins of succession ay,
by going through Vhe ustial formalities, jumnp the othor's
daim. Sometimes the riglîtini clairnant of a priviloge
is too poor Vo anu te clans together for their assent,
in which case some one else of kmn who is botter off
asserts a couiner dlaim, sends out a runner, calls the
clans, and so takes the other's place. Whien you hear
of Indians killing oacli othor, or attexnpting Vo do so, it
is becanse of some such ronson as this. There lies
extant in tîxis systemn an nnlimited pcssibility of
serions trouble, but iV is not Vo be found in the moregiving of a fenst or dance, nor cven ln tho distri-

ution and destruction of property, no, nor in the

eating of dog or human fiesh; the evii and the roots
lie deeper nd quite npart froin the-se Vhings.

Yon will further notice that, although noV an idol
itself, the Potlatch puts aIl the idols of heathiendoin
in the shado, for noV only doos it swallow up the
snstennce of an entire conimunity but the conmunity
itsm-lf, and only says ",Shimioigit" <Hail. chief!) la
retura. IV consumes five clear 0inonths ont of every
tewlvo ln siniply gorging, sleepirg and dancing; the
Most that 8-iy of its votaries9 can carn is ail too, little
for it; the money tiat oughit Vo ho speat upion Vhe
necessaries of life is squnndercd on tItis idol, whicli la
fetod and gltitted Vo its hecart's coutent, wlhilo the

9poor, Vhe aged, the feeble and thc sik 1 c in poverty,
fiti, and rags-dying for want of a little nouri-

sbnient.
It is a pitiable esght Vo behoid sick folk, invalida,

delicate cld rea and babies travellinig Vo and fro ovor
fifty miles of %vaste ico and snow, the themonieter


