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to learn tiraI a reduclion of tire rales of letter postage
irasbeen reaolved uponaby the Goverument. Wiretber
tlic reduction la f0 be extended to lettera crosalng tire
Atlantic and passing irefween Canada and tire Unitedi
States, la not certainly known; but as firese changes
wonld have f0ire tire subjeet of arrangement iretweeu
tire dîflerent countries concerued, if la believefi tbat
notiring la to be doue witir regard to loworing tire rate
of ocean andi international postage at preseuf. Tire
postage on letters is to ho reduced f0 3 cents, at least
thaf la generally uuderstood bore. It la sald fiat tire
postage on newapapers will be j cent. If so, tire ilar-
ine Province peopîe will ho mucir aggrieved, for

newspaper postage lias been airolisired tirere, aundtire
representatives fron there are very inucir opposed f0
ita re-imposition. Tire btter plan would ire to abolisir
tire postage lu Ontario aud Quobec and tins make tire
laws uniforut. If lu addition f0 reduciug tire rates ou
loutera witbin tire Dominion, tire postaize between thia
country and Great tir.tain and tire United States,
wore rediued, it wouid give great satisfaction to al
classes.

A GRANtD TRUNK BILL.

Tire Grand Trunk Railway la 10 apply f0 Parliament
tins Sesifn again. Tire objeet of tire Company's ap-
plication la f0 have a bil pa.aed wiricir wiil enable
tiru to eqnip tire lino bettor tien ifla8et present. If
la saad tirat itlel deslred f0 borrow £500,000 sterling for
tuas purpose, ai id f0 ensile tire i ompany to do fils,
certain legisiation isnecessary. There ca ie no donbt
of tire urgent need of improviug tire condition of tire
Grand Trunk, but as if la alrnost certain fiat thre pro-
posed ilml wlll intertere wltb tire securities of soute of
ifs creditors. it la hardly probable fiat tire measure
will pa8s wihirouî opposition.

THSE SI- VER NUIANCE.

Everybody injuriously effectod by tireils-ornuisanice
(and wiro la not?) will hoe glsd f0 learn tbat tire Gov-
ernment propoaoto do sometiring on tbetuiject dnring
tire Session, eltirougir whetber dnriug tire first part, or
affer tire recoss, lbas not franspired. Sirortly affer tire
opeiring, sevoral notices appearrd on tire notice papor
upon tire subjeet, snd tire Premier sald tire otirer day
tirat lu tire currency bill, theirer-r dlffilculty wouid ire
freatpd. If la flot said wbaî course la 10 ho purzned,
and mnucir intereat le felt upon tire point, for if la one
of tirose questions for whichi I la difiienît to find s
remedy by legisiation. Tire people have et preseuf
full librerty ro refuse Amnerîcen silcer ou auy forma, or
only take if at a certain rate of discount, and if la not
easlly underatood wlrat legisiation will bter thiri
position, for if pe.-pieilîl lake silver for more tian il
la wortir, nu lsw can pros-ont them. By making if s
legal tender only et a rate so dopraciafefi as will pro-
vent Ifs Influx fro thtie United States, wonld probably
ire the moaf effective remedy. If nof depreciated te
sncb an extent, If utlgbf become our principal circula.
flng médium, andi greetly injure tire Banks by tirrowing
tbeir notesaout of circulation. Anyway if may ire iooked
at, tire silver nuisance la rather a bard Bnt to crack.

WELLAND CA14AL IMPEOVEILENT.

Tire improvement of tire canai system. of Canada la
an undertaking f whiCb tire Dominion Parliament,
or aI leasf leadlng memibers of tire Administration,
are pledged f0 en scion as tire public finances wili
admit of If. iJihe otier dey tire Goveroment werE
asked whefirer tiroy intended f0 complote, hefore the
openîng of navigation fa tire ensuiug spring, tire exý
cavaflon several yeara In progresa on tire Welland
canal, and aiso sncb ofirer work as utay be'necessary
to admit lire waters of Lake Brie into rire sard canal
Tire answer of tire Goverumnent wes adverse fo goin@
on wf itirte work af proseot Tire Gommissionor eý
Public Works, Mr. McDougaii, said tire work wa8a
desirable one, but tiret tire state of tire finances woulÉ
prevent its being compietef t tire present tima.

THE TÂSIPP CiIÂNGr.
Wirat cbange2 are likely foire matielu tire Tarif arg

of course, kFlîf perfectly secret Very few se0utof0bi
able to uuderatand irow tire Govrument wili ho auh
,t make reductious, and sf111 pay ifsway. Tirefelini
la, irowever, fiat if wili ire afrernpted, ifir a view t(
concillate the" wiao menou tirte east," but If wil
be a plty if' sncb a course sah nid resuit in producinj
anotlirr series of annual deficits.

NEW MIt<IST&R OP-FiNANCE.
Tire Hon. Johrn Rose, o' Monfreal, has become Mr9

Gats aucceRsor. Ou annonncing bis aci-eptance of thr
position of Finiance luist»r, tie re ronir said tirs
tirere liedi beau nor cisîgein tire finaticiai poli.y of th
(zoverimeut, as decided upu uin juiyy met. Uutl &II
Rose r'& returned, we. shah unot have fuit irlormatie
as tf0 irrosons for joinlng an Administrationri o il
Ela

t
inal policy 0f wlbb rst aession ho was opposv«

POOTAL REFORM. Ci\X!E cannot aay tirat tirebili infroducefi by tire Hon. O
Post Master General meeta Onr expectafiona, wl

nor do we tbinak if will ire received by tire pvýopleocf h
tire Dominion as logether saafifactory. Reforut8y
tirere la, but if doos not go fer enongi Tire details of Pc
tuas measure are of course meagre, and as fair as we t
bave ireard tirrougirtire proe, two sureudmente abus a
are snggeâtod, tire reductlon of letter postage to 3 cents, b
and tue oirigatory propsyment of newspapers et. cent
oaci. NV

Tire firaf of these is a stop, a long stop in tire rigrt Pl
direction, but we tink a fXrtier redueflon n-as per- Pl
fectly possible without mnucir ioss. If wonld only bave a
beour anticipating tire question iry hall a decade. Sooner l
or Inter tire postage of tire Dominion wiil be reducef i
f0 a 2cent irais. As well dotfiàto-day as to-mnorrow. ri
This principie is recognizod, tirai a roduction la ne- t
cossasry, sdvisable, aund practicable, and it romains f0 it
ho sirown tirat 3 cents is tire limit et whmi hri duction*
cesses tolire possible. IVe do not irelieve fiat fhiscan 8
bie aiown. Tire same logic wiich adviaea a reduction $
f0 3 conta, on tire groufidfiat thre reduction will lu- e'
crpsse tire number of letters, airouifi, we fink, prove
fiat a furtier reduerfion f0 two cents would resuit
simllarly, To tire dopartuteuf fie 00sf wiil not ire Iu-r
creaaed. Tlrey pay a certain aut for mail service, and
fiat service can as well carry 20,000,000 of Jettersai i
3 conta, as 12,000,000 at 6 cents, or f0 carry itfüfrhirer,v
80,000,004> at 2 cents as well as 20,000.00 at 3 cents.a
lire bisfory of reilucefi postal rates deos not show tis
ratio of sucrese o 0ire auythi n Oof tpe way, or flot
to ire expected. Wo consequently irope f0 500 thiis
lurîbor reduction made, and fie great principle ofT
cireap postage gis-en a f ree way and e fair trial int
Canada.c

Nor abould ita application ire confined f0 iulend t
postage alone. We tiik if aironld boexteuded f0
international postage as well. Tire preseur Engli8si
tarif tan 12J conta vid Allan lUno, 17 cents Viâ Gunarder.P

iDeducfing 5i centa for tire Ganadian sirare of tiret
service wse have a sum of 7j cents sud 12 cents, roapec-
fively, lft tor ftle balance 0f fie route, lu otirerE
words we may divide tire rate tirus:

ALL.A- ISU.

Canadian Deparîmeut ............... 5 cents.
L Steamer.............................. 5

Engliair Department ................. 2

121 cents.
CONARD UINE.

r Canadian Dopai tutnt ............... 5 cents.
Americanu Dpartment. ..........
Steamner................................ 7
lOnglisir Deparirnent ................. 2

17 cents.
Reduce tire Canadian shiare of fie service to 2 cents,

sud.if la easy t0 carry ocean mails sf 10 conts. lndeed
tirere isl bs actual. work over an ocean mail tian os-or
a local mail. A leffer beave. Sarnia for Cookairire
lot ns say. It passes firrougi tire iraudscf tire Sarnia

8clerk, tire three mait-conductors to Montreaî, one to
Sirerbrrooke, Post oficti aI Sherbrooke, p'ost office et
Cookabime, seven irsndlings for 2 cents. Mail a bItteri
at Hamilton for Eogland. If isli t once made np witi
olirers into an Euglisir paoket, tire bag la lockcd, and

e wltb ut furtier bandling goes direct f0 Livorpool.
We aio fbnk traItirhe steamers could reduce thiri

drates, sud tirat tins an 8 cent rate migirf ho arrived
eit. This inovement slready obt-ailus fvourably lu

yAmerlos, and oeo is-e yearà al aubsidies willirbe doue
1.awsy wif ,i. icreased competitlon carrying tire mails
9 nas tiey wonid express treigirt, se0 mucir per ton. Au
)f8 cent rata is praoclicable n-e Ibink eve a now, reducing

fite rate viâ American uines 1cr 124 cents. Witim fis-e
d years fie American rate f0 Euglaod will ire 5 cents.

We whise relations witir England are more futimate

"etien tlîose of our neiglibours, airoulfi not laI tient

leaurpess us lu cheapness sud axtent of f ii vital accout-

Og Tire Amorican rate itîso requiires rediction. Af

go present tire farillil 10 cents, erici departutent fakiug
al s If8s sare all pald et ifs own -olices. Tire American

ig rate beiug 3 cents, fhe Canadien let us sav 2 cents,
we fiink firat tire tirrougîr rate coulfi oasily ire placed
lit 5 cents. Tire division of fhia migif bie lait as if is

r. at preteît; aacir department taking ail if collecta,
le prepay ment hon-es-or, ireing enfobrced. Trensierît ews-

Itpapers sud drop lattera lu Canada, n-o wonld ]cave et
eo tirir preseut rate, 1 cent escîr. Nor do n-e tink fie

r. book aud parcol posasca e h crsged. Tiroir giester
ýj buik makes reduction impossible. If la iowever

~.desirabi.e fI&t th.e part3eI post Srrangem nd o 01

Canadian ruies as to manuscript andi proof sheeti
3ould be exteuded to the United States; aa also,
'hen thie aettlement of American currency on a gold
asis admira of it, the reciprocity of thre money order
ýytem Wîti registration in Canada we do not pro.
pose tur deal, as the present rate la low enough. Ai t0
th money order syatem, its extension, and proflabiy,
aroduction from thre presont rate ofJ per cent, are to
ec dcsired.
'] li point howevcr wboreiui we are nt wide variance

vitr tihe Post Master Geueral, fa tie question of newo.
paper postage. Tihe preseut idea of cliarglrg tire
pub]islir rJ cent per Dumber on bis issun la absurd,
and unjust. Take l'or exaurpie a daily with a circula.
ation of 1000in btie country, and distant cilles. fi
t l'air to impose a tax of $1000 on ils proprietor, an
Lmount wlrxcb rteprescufs; possibly the wbole profita of
the year? A daily at 1,5, probably makea 32 profit on
tas circulation ibi3 tax wonld reduce its profits to
40 cents per numbor. Aniother daily lu Canada le
sold at $6, which actually coats $6.80 f0 pubiai. Âdd
$1 60 and tbe unfortunate proprietor lops $240 on
every copy he circulates. This is absurd, unjuat, lut-
practicable.

Tbe present custoin of levying fila tax on the soir-
scriber, bas wo fhink serions disafivantages. He finds
it quite enough to pay for bis paper, witirout iraving
te pay 25 per cent extra for getting if brought to m,
wbien ire would get it delivered in the city witbout
any extra cbarge. 'Tbis ta taxing thre Intelligence,
morality and literature of a country, insteafi of culti-
vating if. If indeed tbe Pest (Mce Dopartutent finds
If necessary to incereaso ifs revenue by taxiirg usws-
papers; lot it tax thre proprietors a moderaf e sain on
tiroir issue. W hile tbis wvil1 result in a large increase
of circulation, in expansion of intelligence, and in
nltimafely irrcreased revenue for thre departmnret. If
wi'l we thmnk be productive orf tbat great general good,
wilchirl the foundation and tire aim of ail good
govsrnment In suggesting tire followlng ra et fer
thre proposed tax, we tirink fiat frout Our practical
experieuce, we are uaming thre figures wiricir wlll pro.
duce tire greatoat revenue for the G overnient, without
iamporing tbe nowspaper proprietors.

For a dally per copy............ 40 cente.
For a t, i-weeklY...........
For a semi weekly .............. .....m5 d
Fors ol..........7 d

Tins briefiy amud hurriedly biave we givon Our viewa
on tis vital subjoot. 'Vo feel satistled that tfis
measure, which te0lus Scena s ort-sigirted and onjuat,
will bo fairly discussed and ventilaled ere it jesaîîowed
f0 bocome law. From tihe nurober 0f practical news-
poper men in tire Gommons, we tink it certain that
our aide of fie question will be dulY representod. It
romains witir the press, whic isetire great interest of
thre country, to discuss and suggest, and use ail possitl r
moans t0 ar-rive at a solution and a decision wiricb
will be lair toefirem, to tire peopleo wbom tirey inforin,
educato, and lead; and f0 tbat goverument wich Io
iudeirted to tire press of tbe country for existence, and
support.

GOVERNNENT COINTROL OVER TE
TELEGRAPFK.THE Britisir Cabinet, we iearn bas juat resolvefi to

place aIl tire telegraph lines of tircaf Britain,
under contre] of tire Postuf5ce department; and in
the IlOuse of Gommonsq at Oitawa, it bas ireon asked
wirefier our Goveruinent intend to provide for fhe
management of the telegrapir linesin connection witb
tire postal aystem Tire subjeot la important., and
wortiry careful consideration. In tavor of tire project
If cat ire argued, tiret ail tbo rossons by wiich the
Govoromeut coutrol of tire POst Office la supporfed,
apply witlî fen-folfi force t0etthe assumption by tire
Fame powe-r of tire tolegrapir Tire Post office je
controlled iry the Governînent, because if yields tire
publie a revenue; and because thre GOvernutent cau
discharge the dues of tire office better tban any
private company could. If tire Goveroiment iad con-
'roi ef the telegrapîr, tiero is n- doutit that if wonid
yield fie publie a large revenue, and !te duties wculd
be discbarged botter tian tiey are at prosent

Since tire discovory of thre telegrapb ifs use bas be-
corne vory popular, until n0w it bar. in many important
affeirs Oflife, sîrperceded poRtal communication alto-
gether. Ail monetary matterp, and tire moat im-
portant part of trade and commerce befween soliers
andi boyers, producers andi conumersata a distance,
are trausacted almost entlreiy iry felégraph. And yet
tire prouent systout we find Io atteoded by expenn.
wud ýnsctr!ty, T4he PUgliq Ç4nngt dg v4Ubout

706


