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than one-half the cost than m Canada.  Mr. Allan asked for in-
crease in the duty upon the finished product and a deaicase in
the duty of 1aw matenal in the new mdustty.  Theaverage tax
on the raw matcnalused is 28 per cent., which, bemg deducted
from the duty on *he finished mticle, leaves 4 per cent. protec:
tion, which Mr. Allin said was not enough to enable the Cana-
dinn manufacturer to hold his own against the Ametican com-
petitor. e asked that go per cent. be levied on sewed cotton
clothing, and the present duty on embiowderies be teduced to
20 per ceut. until such time as Swiss and Hambuw g embiodernies
were manufactuwied in Canada,

The deputation. rom the wholesale diy goods trade of Fo-
ronto were thoroughly practical in the presentanon of then
case. [t was not i ieqaest specially for chinges m the duty.
Different views are held amony themselves on this pomt.  Lhey
were anxious, however, to know when any changes were hkely
1o take place, and made the very reasonable request that good
notice be served on them before changes i the tanff. s e
porters, without this information, they might be fet m for
serious loss,  They alwo pointed out a citicalty i the customs
arangements.  Not so much in Toronto, but in smaller places
the customs ofticers scemed to have very httle knowledge of
the duties that ought to preval on particular lines of geads,
The Collector m sinaller places has been as 1 1ule appomted
more for pobtical service than for any busmess quabfication
and s capacity as an appraiser is necessanly Imated,  The
wholesale men have frequently found cases

sometimes accidenmal, sometin-es, 1 s -
belicved intentional, where some of thewr
customers have by these means scemed
goods at a lower 1ate than themselves,
‘They asked that the policy of the Govern-
ment be in the direction of lessening the
number of ports of entty, s¢ that  equality
might be secured.

The workingmen had a request to make
of the commissionets. A deputation 1epre-
sentative of the Towonto Typoyraphical
Union entered a protest against the cheap
tates at which stereotype [plates were =ad-
mitted. It meant taking away type setting
from the Canadian punter.  The rate on
newspaper plates was three-eighths of n
cent per square inch, equal to abowt siv or
seven cents a thowsand for composition. The
1ate on book plates was two cents per square
inch, equal to sinteen cents a  thousand,
while the vaie of wages in this counuy for
setting  type was  about thirty cents a
thousand.  They would like to see an m-
crease of duty on plates and Looks.

Once of the most impoitant and 1epresentative deputations
from Toronto was that of the jewellers and silversmiths, M.
M. C. EHRis was the principal spokesman. e entered with
some detail into the different branches of the business, such as
clocks, watches, diamonds, precious stones, watch cases and
clectro plate ware. “I'he deputation were stiong advacates of
protection and believe that this is necessary to the success of
their business.  ‘The present duty on watch movements, im-
ported without cases, is 10 per cent ad val, watch cases are
dutiable =t 33 per cent. ad val, and watches complete, that is
bath movement and casc combined in one article 23 per cent.
ad val.  Canadian jewellers have benefited very largely by a
duty of 235 per cent. ad. val. upon unset diamonds cntenny
mto the United States and are domg a large and mcicasing
vade with American tourists with diamond jewellery. A duty
on unset diamonds would Kill this trade and’ serionsly handicap
the manufacturing jewellers of Canada who mount these stones.
For these reasons the deputation recommend that diamonds
and other precious stones be placed upon the free hst. The
duty on goll and wilver atticles commonly known as jewellery
1S at present 25 per cent. ad val. and 1t be recommended that
this duty be continued as at present. The present arrange.
ment of duties on watch movements 10 per cent. ad val, and
watch cases 33 per cent. ad val. has been so satisfactory and
has proved of such advantage to the trade »nd the public
senerally that the deputation were unanmmous in recommending
us continsauce.  Electro plated and hollow ware s 30 per cent.
ad val.  These ypoods are largely manufactored n Canada, the
call being fully equal to that i the Unitcd States, from which
country the bulk of these goods were formerly imported and
prices are fully as low as obtained in that country. It was
recommended that the present rate of duty levied upon electro
plate, flat and hollow ware of all kinds, namely 3o per cent. ad.
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val. be maintained.  They also requested that the present duty
of 30 per cent. ad. val. on sterling milver at and hollow ware
be mantained.

Al sorts and conditions of tradesmen had their say befoie
the Comuussion.  J. S, Russell, who is famed as a local curler,
apprated belote the Commussion askmg for change of duty in
spar beads imported for cheap jewellery, but he wanted corlmy
stones to remain on the free st Mre. Russell stated that the
1ock of bsa Cuug, Scotland, s the only one known to exist
for the pmpose. Ile hoped there woukl be no duty imposed,
maldly thecatening at the same tnne that 10,0c0 curlers e also
rvoters,

The cunige makers, pork packers, manofactusers of laundiy
and tailet soaps, envelope nunnfacturers and those using gold
leaf for fiame wildings and si:n wntimyg cach had their padenlar
request.

‘Lhe unthng mnterests presented a vigorots protest against the
lowenyg of duties on grain or Hour, On a former occasion
INDUSTRIAL CANADA has dealt with this question, pomtipg out
how senously lour malhing would be intedered wih if the
present duty of 75 cents a bariel was removed and the koge
mlls of the United States allowed to ship in thewr surplus stock,
The 1easons for mamtinmy piesent condinons in this trade
were vigorously stated by My, M. MceLaughling C B, Was
and J. L. Spink.  In Montreal and also in Westein Ontano
the nmullery’ interests were hkewise represented by well-known
leaders w the trade, who, with few eacep-
tions, maantained the same view, Mille
Campbell, of St. Thomas, said he did not
fear veaprocity and believed he could com-
pete with United States millers.  But in this
particular trade it must be admtted thi
members are generally un»nimons on the
inadvisability of any change.

THE COMMINNION IX HAMILTON,

One of the first interests to present  their
case on the opening of the investigation in
Hamilton was the fruit groners. A large
business has been built up in Canada o
nursery stock and the uade are of the
opinion that the present duty on fruit tices
should be wmaintained.  Mr. Edward Morris,
representing Morris, Stone & Wellington,
said that the business had incieased in the
last twenty years, but that over-production
i the United States had so demoraliced
the trade that a 1emoval of the tariff would
drive the nurseryien out of the business
and would probably entail a loss of the
money they had iovested in it In
answer to the inquiry  of Comaussioner Fielding how the
farmer, who wants to buy these geods, viewed the imposition
of a duty, and the possible increase of duty, Mr. Brown stated
that it has been shown that when the duty is wken off 1he
people buy the goods no cheaper. Dauring the period when
there was no duty on goods cominy into Canadat the price lists
remained the same on thns side.  While the wholesale price of
goods i Canada was now bygher, goods are sold no higher at
retail.

Senator  Sanford, representing the ready-made clothing

industry of Canada, exhibited two overcoats, one of Canadian,
the other of American manufactine as an argument why the
duty should not be reduced. The Canadian coat which was
well made of weol and trimmed with goods of Canadian manu-
facture, the Senator stated, cost wholesale $3.75. It would
give a farmer three years’ good service. Fhe American gar
ment which was an exceedingly poor looking affair was made of
cotton, cotton wiste and bagging and was sold wholesale in
New York at $1.30. 1t would wear from turty to sisty days if
the wearer kept out of the ran.  The duty on this coat, which,
the Senator smd was worse than shoddy, is 5 cents a lb., and
30 per cent. or nearly 50 percent.  Mr. Sanford argued that it
was the duty of the Goveinsent to protect the public from such
trash as that which was represented by the American coat.
Senator Sanford stated that he employed about 3,100 people,
mostly at piecework, and paid out in wages about $6c0,000 a
vear.
" The soap industry and also the manufacture of coffees and
spices, and the glass industry were represented by strong
deputations.  The peneral request was that no changes should
te made in the tariff on these goods.

The Wholesale Grocers® Guild of Hamilton, appeared before
the commissioners to ask that the imposts on several important -



