it from our kind Father of quite unspeak-
able value. Used in the best way. they de.
serve all the eloquent eulogiums which piety"
has pronounced upon them. They do make’
stepping-stones for our feet to walk to heaven
by. They open to us by the way-side so many
bratoiies and Bethel-like retreats where we
may refresh our jaded spiritual nature, culti-
vate closer acquaintance with Christ, offer to
God a less hurried praise, clear ourselves from
the dust of time, re-examine the foundations
of our confidence, scrutinize our motives, re-
bair our faults, and revive our drooping ardor
in the task of self-discipline for eternal bliss.
To make the very best of such costly possi-
bilities—fifty-two of them in the year’s round
—how infinitely is that to be desired for such '
Christians as we are, far behind in grace, and |
battling with conditions” adverse to hcliness !
To lose our Sabbaths and all that they might
bring to.us, can afything replace a loss like
that 77  (Dale.}

28. Therefore—Because the Sabhath was
made for man, the Son of man, the present-

the re
ative of normal humanity is its kzﬁi ,
terprets and administers itslaw. ' He does not |
claim a right to set aside the fourth command- |
ment. As the Son of God he had the right
inherently in his deity. But as Son of Man !
he was the authorized interpreter and admin- !
istrator of it, as well as dispenser of all the:
other blesings bestowed upon mankind. He .
frankly asserts his right as Messiah to speak -
with authority on the subject. We rightly term
it “The Lord’s .Day.” Also of the Sab-

i
i
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H

bath day—This is included in the empire
- that Jesus used an illustration from their own-
“merciful treatment of dumb animals on the

commitfed to the Son of Man on man’s behalf,

II. A WorkoF Mercy. 1. Heenterdd
again—Luke says that it was on another Sab-
bath. Jesus was not discouraged frops church-
going by the remarks his fello®-worshippers '
made about him. A withered hand—Luke
says that it was his right hand. The case was |
incurable by medical skill.

2. Heal him on the Sabbath day—
The pharisees thought that this was unneces-
sary wotk. He could come next day and be
 healed (Luke 13: 14). But every work of

 their the

goodnis o incur the guilt o

- If they had |

t- their cbstinate ill-will.

; that, 1f in that faith he had not made the
fort, he mever would have got the strength’

o g%}i&%.%gg %Iﬁéjm
thoughts.” They did not wish to see whe
school he belonged to, but to see

whether he would do something which soffie
of them at least could make the basis of ‘a

charge againsthim. Stand forth—lit.
inta the midst.” He has no desire to shirk
the question. He Wwill not discuss abstract
themes, he will deal with a case in the con-
crete.

4. Is it lawful—Jesus puts his comnter
question. There could be but one answer and
this they would not give. One of their own
maxims was ‘‘He who neglects to preserve

!life when it is in his power, is a murderer.”
i (Lindsay).

“* By this novel way of putting his
case, our Lord teaches the great ethical prin-
ciple, that o neglect any opportunity of doing
£ ' 7 f dotng evil ; and by
thisfaw he bound his own spirit.? (Brown,)
Some think that he Kad a covert reference to
heir murderous plans in reference to himself,

6, With anger— beu

er ‘‘indignation.”
they would not

have shrunk f
ctlerice

lister; to reason.

L

£ wWas s

thy incensed at
' : ing grieved—
. The word implies the deepest compassion for

them. They were blinded by sin and bard-
ened by pride. The hardness of their
hearts—*lit. ar the hardening of their hearts.
They had set themselves to prove Christ guilty
at all hazards, and the result was a gradual
hardening of the heart, so that in the midst of
wonders of grace no impression could be made
upon them. There is no more sorrowful sight
than the gradual hardening of the heart and
searing of the conscience.” (Lindsay.) In
Matthew’s account of the miracle he tells us

Sabbath, and asks if a man is not_ruch better

' than a sheep, winding up with thé unassailable
- conclusion ‘“ Wherefore it is lawful to do well

on the Sabbath day.” Stretch forth—‘“He
believes that Christ can give strength to exe-
cute the command. Itis in that faith he acts,
and, paradoxical as it may seem, let us seaiy

and yet if he had not got the strength, he
never could have made the effort. Stretch

merey, to body or soul, is necessary work, ' forth thy withered heartto love—thy withered
aiways and everywhere.  ** They came to the il to: such 1s «&li hiscemmand. Fix.’

synagogue, not to worship, but to watch Him;
-and, while so particular about Jesus keepi
the fourth commandment,

YiiTF

say.) Accuse him-—before the rulers of the !
synagogue, or, perhaps, t® Sanhedrim, and
discredit him with the people, if not secure his
condemnation to death. They haped to stop
his preaching at least. :
Sga%{atthé%' says that the pharisees asked .
a question, ‘‘Is 1t lawful to heal on the Sab-:
bath day ?” This was a disputed question |
~among them ; the stricter sects holding that it

H
]
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they broke it them- : effort,
selves by their malice and treachery.” {Lind- ' sha

.

; strings to the praise of Jesus.

SeTVe

ii

on him who has already

s eve of love on us, le! us make the

n the very making of the effort we
strength.” {Hanna.) Restored
e other—*‘ Virtue goes out of
he shrunken hand instantly acquires
2 healthf:] cador, and swells into its right pro-
portions. -In his joy the kan shuis and dpens
t; moves the pliant fingers ; and holds the
miracle aleft to the gaze of a crowd, dumb
with astonishment.  Give him a harp, and
with that hand he would sweep its sounding

Pattern tomen - -.



