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THE TRADER.

the incentive to genius ; nnd so it was in
this cago. ‘The mother, after a lapse of 8
yoar, married a watchmakor, who eon-
joyed universal ostecm on account of his
moral qualities, and the youth accepted
with joy the iuvitation of his siopfathur
to becomo his apprentico. Lt tho mono-
tonous, scdontary pursuil, tho regular
and atriotly inapected work of the work-
shop was little rolisked by lnm, and the
actual progress wade did not justify the
bigh expeotations entertained of him. In
fact, he made no progress, and who
knows if this groat gonius might not
have disappoared altogether under ex-
isting oircumstances, if his stepfather
had not resolved to leave Neuenburg, and
go to Paris. When thochange was ac
complished, he articled his stepson to a
watobmaker i Varsailles, for further in-
formation, who was a very eminent
master of the art, aud who, as soon as he
happily recognized the inherent qualities
of the boy, began to develop and oulti-
vate them, 50 muoch so that even after a
shor! period in his worksliop a complete
change had taken place in him., Labors
whioh had been onco bhis detestation, be-
came hie pleasure, and manipulations,
which with all possible endeavor, could
not be mastered, were acquired in a short
time without exertion. All his capa-
bilities suddenly developed, instigated by
the love and confidence which bis master
ever demonstrated for Lhim, in & most
surprising manner.

Within a few months after completing
his apprenticeship of three years, he had
the misfortune of loosing both his parents
and the duty developed on him at so
tender an age of providing for his younger
sivters and brothers. And how diligently
and uutiring worked the young man. He
bore with pleasure every privation to sup-
port them in honor.

Although an excellent workman, he
felt himself deficient in astronomy and
matbematics, without which he ocon-.
sidered 1t impossible to arrive at a
groater perfeoflon in his art. He com-
menced a still greater degree of frugality
and shunned the most trifling expenses
for tho purchase of pleasure, and this,
united to an untiring diligence, soon
enabled him to enroll himself in the class
of Professor Morin, in the school of
Mazarau in Paris.

But the unassuming and knowledge
secking young horologer did not remain
bidden to the celebrated professor; he
soon singled him out from among his

soholars, ot alono by the distinguished
praise which ho paid to the works of the
young ortisan, but also by the still
greater honor of establishing personal re-
lations with him. And nothing more do-
ocisively influonced Brequet's future great
uchievoments hoth as horologer and as a
mechanician than this intimate relation
whioh sprung up between the great man
of lotters and the young wutchmaker,
who reconiged in the study of theory the
gecurest monns of clevating himself be.
yond medivority in his calling.

After having worked for a vumber of
years in the different workshops of Paris,
he purchased, with his savings and the
assigtance of his friends, a emall houso
in the vicinity ofthe hiotel de ville, and
commenced business on his own account.
Although vory excellent in his purswt,
be was far from enjoying & European
fame.

His celebrity was mainly due to o
watohmaker Arnold, in London, who
with mere disinterestedness assisted him
with all the means at his command. The
French Revolution caused the young man
to leave Frauce for several years; he
wont to England, and engaged himself
uninterruptedly with watches so ex-
tremely valuabla for their assistance to
mathematical sciences.

When the internal affairs became sot-
tled, he returned to Paris, and his en-
deavors not alone brought him fame, but
also, what happened more seldom—
wealth. He was appointed horologer of
the marine, and finally was accepted as
member of the Royal Academy of
Soience—an honor which is so rarely be-
stowed. Henceforward, his fame spread.
Besides his astronomical clocks, which
are diffused in the observatories of all
parts of the world, he manufactured artis-
tio clocks and watches, adorned with the
wost splendid ornaments and cases for
tbe kings and potentates of Europe. A
large colection of clocks and watches of
all kinds mado by him, is preserved in
the Tuileries in Paris, and Versailles,

In the workshop, Brequet was solemn
andsilent, a pattern, in every respect,
for his workman, but in social intercourse
he was genial and amiable, and was
much sought for a=d respected in all th
upper circles of society. )

He corresponded with the greatest ms-
thematicians and philosophers of the
age; roscientific mun of eminence ever
left Paris without having paid him a
visit.

But the man ever remsined single, fru-

gal and unassuming in his surroundings ;
tho small cottage in which he founded
his business remained for fifty years his
home and workshop. He departed in
the full enjoyment of his fame, in the
year 18238, highly honored by his col.
leagues, and deoply mourned by all those
whom he had in the tnost wmanifold
branohes of indastrial pursuits, assisted
both by deed and counsel.

A DIAMOND TESTER.

A correspondent tells of an amusing
inoident that ocourred on a train that was
crogsing the Rooky Moantains : A trave.
ling peddler undertook in the cars to sell o
large * diamond " ring to a miner, who
had his pile.

“ Hump," said the miner, after criti.
cally examining the ring, * they've got
common stone up in the diggins where
I've been that'll cut that diamond all to
piecos!”

“If you'll find o piece of stone that
will cut divmond I'll give it to_you,” re-
plied the peddler.

All right,” said the miner, *if I can't
cut that diamond with a stone I'll buy it
of you.” .

Thereupon the miner took the ring in
his hand and pulled from his vest pocket
a small pieco of brown-looking stone,
similar to a bit of dark fres stone, except
the grain was very fine, and with this he
prooeeded coolly to cut and scrateh the
“digmond” with several ugly-looking
gashes. A group of passengers that had
gnthered about the miner was amazed,
but, while they smiled the peddler with
his “diamond” withdrew discomfited.

“That little piece of brown stone,” ex-
plained the miner, *is a piece of cornndum
that I got in the Rocky BMountains, and
its the best diamond testerin the world.
It won't sear o genuine diamond but it
will everlastingly out up pieces of glass or
quarts.”— Exchang~.

THE SANCY DIAMOND.

The art of dinmond-cutting is usually
supposed to have been invented by Louis
van Berguom, of Bruges, in 1456 ; but
cloger enquiry shows that Le anly intro-
duced important improvements into a
method already in use. It is said that
there were diamond-polishers at Nurem.
berg in 1578 ,and the same trade was ex-
ercised early in the following century in
Paris, where a cross-way callea *La
Couraris,” once inhiabited by the work.
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