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. fl
tho biabitable portions of the globe, that all things ¥ the arrangement and distribution, and rendincss‘tn\l is In fair train for carrying on tho grand
are ready, and to bring in guests Into this tablo¥in tho transaction of public business, fertility in ) Purposca of tho Christian Ministry, and the
from nmong tho outcasts of tho world ¢ Go yo ' resource, patienco of attention and penetration in‘ nstromenis oro ready by which Christ may, in
unto all tho world and preach tho Gospel to overy " denling  with plausible appearances—all these, (‘ God's good time, if it really has not been nlrcx'xdy
creaturo; and lo! I ain with you always, oven }l as nlready intimated, nre qualitics of most unde- ) done, be brought effcctunlly hometo the hearts of
unto tho end of the world ' Yes, blessed Lord, ! nilable value in denling with such matters as aro ,l men ?
that is tho lofty commission, and that the sus. " cntrusted to tho monsgement of Synods: Andif, Among these instruments wo indulge the hope
taining promise, which we Lave received from" they are kopt pure from any tendencies which ;) and trust that oar Synods now catensively intro-
Theo; and wo will not have any rest in our® may cause tRo salt to loso its savour,—far from y duced into tho Colonial dependencies of tho
spirits till wo of tho Church of Lngland havo! sceking to depreciate or to repress them, wo jempire, will, in tho nctivo cxercise of their
dono our part, trusting to thyself to givo tho"ought to recogniso tho help and benefit which  functions, sustain an important and Leneficial
{novease, in contributing to bring on tho glorious ! thoy bring us, and thankfully to avasl ourselves of y part.  Surveyiug all tho provision and all the
consummation—how short, as yet, of its accom-" tho facility which thoy afford for expediting and ; apparatus of the church for cxecuting the com.
plishment { —when thou shalt ¢ tako to thysclf' successfully conducting our affairs. 1t 13 weil for  mission confided to her hands, wo may contem
oll tho heathen for thine inheritance, and tho'us in our eollectivo capacity to remember the g plate, side by side, with tho delineations of our
utmost part of the carth for thy possession,” tillY familiar charge of our Master—* Do yo wiso as ; text, thoso glowing words of tho Psalmist, walk
¢ tho carth shall Lo filled with tho knowledge of 4 serpents and harmless ns doves.” w about Zion, and go round about her, and tell the
tho glory of God as the watera cover the sea ™ And hero I would observe further, with refor- j towers thereof. Mark well her bulwarks, sot
¥itbin the British domininns in North Awmeriea, % enco to n point not wholly without nffinity to thoyup (or consider} her palaces, that yo may tell
and to a cerlain extent in our own Province of Y remarks just mado, that, as I do venture to think, j them that come after, (Pe. xuwviii. 11, 12, prayor-
Canada, wo know that theChurch hasdonclabour, Y thero is n groat mistake committed Ly somo y book translationj, and may adapt in the way of
ond bns labour to do, for a race reclaimed. or !l emincutly pious and zealous men who engago in () application to our Synods, the words of another
rernining to Le reclaimed from the darkness of fl the sacred work of extending tho Gospe! over the y animated Psalm wlhicro tha distinguished privil-
hoathenism and the darkness of savage life  But !! world, a great mistake when thoy scem to confino eges of Zion are portrayed, that there, s ono
inbour where we will, and in whatever adranced ! their object simply and exclusively to the chango ;jof those special privileges, is the seat of Judg-
condition of civilized sociely, nover, never will it ! to Lo operated upon individual souls, and to repu- yment (P's. oxzii. 6.) Wo may look -far baclk
ceasoto furm part of our task that we should turn ¥ diato all idea of enlarging the kingdom of Christ  to tho ancient church of God in tho wilderness,
men from Jdarkuess to light, aud fram the power * in any otber sonse than as this cffect 13 conceised yand wo sco there Moses sitting (o judge (Ex.
of Satan ucto God. And we felicitate ourselves! to be produced—to measure, in short, thoe whole | xvii. 13.) the people—guiding their movements,
upon the enlargement of the Chureb at hemo frain ' work, in all its parls, by this standard alone.  regulating their proceedings, resolving their
the fetters long fastend upnn her without relax- ! For granting most frecly that wo can nover bo too ;) dafficulties, reconciling their differences, govern-
ation, ng well as upon thogreater liberty and more ! much in earnest, in depreeating o mero formal ,, ing and administering their aflnirsat Jarge Yot
apes privilege which havo been conceded to us in U ndoption of Christianty, o name in religion with-y though he acted ur.der o direct commission from
this Lehalf in the colonies, we sliall nono of us, 1V out the reality of love, & mero carcase withouton high, cnjoying *celestinl colloquy sublime,”
trust, furget whether of the Clergy or tho Laity # 1ifo; it must be conceded I tinnk on the etheryand was invested conspizuously by tho hand of
who take part in cur Syno-l_'. that tho wltimate ' hand, that with respect to tho evidences of grace y God, with wonder-working powers, wo observo
objects of nll cecesinstical deliberations and pro- ¥ in individual subjects, wo ore apt somotimes to ,that ho availed himsclf at onco of tho suggos-
cecdings, i8 tho glery of God and tho salvation of { pronounce upon them, from tests winch very tion offered by his father-in-law for his relicf.
the souls of men. It has not, perhaps, Leen' insufficiently ascertain the case:—Men may bo  Jethro bad just witnessed tho oppressive weight
always cxactly in such a tone ns this that we! wrought upon, on the ono side,—in fact it isajof his labours as well as the inconvenienco
havo engaged in the excrcise of our Synodical !l very common occurrence,—so 88 to exhibit what suffered by tho people from his having to deal
power. A sort of secular character—a character ! are'nccopted asdecisive marks of conversion which y single-handed with them all; and recommended
partaking of a political aspeot bas been shed— ! may one day prove to have been fullacious; and y, that, veserving for his own jurisdiction tho dis-
hero and thcre over tho movement  And corres- ¢ the power of rebgion may havo sunk deoper into  posal of the bigher and harder causes, he would
pondingly with this there may be a danger,—IV the hearta of others of a retiring character and o , provide Limself, out of all the people, with help.
spenk lore more particularly with reference to us ! reserved temperament, than we are ready toy And the requisite qualifieations of theso proposed
who arg of the clergy, —of somo prejudice done to ! imagino ortoallow. The greatday alonowill bring  assistants ave specified. They were to bo able
our coustancy in & etato of spiritual preparation ! all to light. I believe that, in this very point of ymen, such as fear God; men of truth, hatiog
witbinthe manaud our active devotednessabroad to U view, as well nsin others,thesayingof the Saviour {j covetousness. Moses loved Lis people: ho pray-
tho good of souls, by wmeans of an iuccasible will bo signally venfied that mauy who are firsty ed, upon ono occasion, in o strain similar to the
absorption of tho mind in familiarising itself with t ghall bo last and thelast first. It is a dangerous sentiment expressed many centuries afterwards,
tho formsannd the machinery of business, providing i forgetfulness to lose sight of the maxim that we jon behalf of the same people, by St. Paul, rather
for tho readier trausaction of affairs, cultivating ) aro to judge nothing before tho time. DBut this “ to be himself blotted out of thie book of life, than
|

tho habit of skilful debate and planning improve-{'is not nll. For supposing, argumentigratis, || that tho threatened doom should como upon
ments to bo effected by ecclesiastical legislation lsuch n cnso as that the Ministry of the Church, | them. And wo sce in another instance, how far
—things which aroall gaod, desirable, nod useful ¥ from whatover cause, should be found, here or he was superior to any mero personal jealousy
in themselves, but which wo must tako caro to there, unsuccessful in the great work of turning , of power, such as would grudgo to aeo others
inake gubsidiary only and subordinato to these # sinners, whether Jow, Turk, pagan, or nomioally | made participants of privileges vouchsafed to
grand objects which are in view, where thol christian, from darkness to light, and from tho , himself: Enviest thou for my sake. Would to
council assembled is a covucil which has in hand §i power of Satan unto God,—aro wo to conclude , God all the Lord’s peoplo wer¢ prophets, and
tho affairs of the Kingdom of God—the Kingdom |} from thence that nothing is done when a found- || that the Lord would put His Spirit upon them.
which is not f this world Tho author of theliation 18 laid, among any body of peeple for a| Numbers 11, 20
Ilistery of Cardinal Mazarin referring to somo i Scripturat and Apostolic system of Religion,—; These words, we remember, were uttered upon
semarks passed at the timo, upon the comparativo t when the chanucis are opened, the machinery ; the occasion of assembling by Divine command;
ualifications f certain French ccclesinsties ast propared, tho prowisions cstablished for intro~{ the goventy clders, the samo body, in the judg-
fitting subjects for advancoment iu the Church, {iducing and perpetuating o Church who, in the 4 ment of some divines, which had already been
takes occasion to point out, with sceming appro- fi lowest estimate of her performance, will distribute }j oreated, as just noted, upon the recommendations
bation that tho Popes are well known to be chosen, { the word and dispense the sacraments of Christ, [l of his father-in-law  And tho origin is hero
not for being more emiuen® in pioty and zoal, but ¢ with the sanctification of tho seventh day; and lsuppmv,cd to bo found of the Sanhedrim, or great
forbeing woro ablo paliticians—inore conversant ( by liec very worships, by her ordinances, by the ; council of sevouty, which subsisted so long a8
with publio business, and moro practised in thofjcycle of her observances, will familiarise her the nation bad a home. The goverament and
administration of affairs of State; and that for{ peoplo with the great and saving teuth of thejjlegislation of the State and the government and
ont who is excluded from the Sovercign Pontifi- }l Gospel of which these observances may, in their [j legislation of the church aasing been, under the
cato beeause holabours under suspicion of frreg- “ digested series, be well 3aid to exhibit an opitomo? | system given to tho Israclites, so intertwined and
ularity in his moral principles and conduct, thero !l If wo ecan imagino such o case as that, all this | incorporated togother as to constitute in o man-
aro ten aad moro who aro rejected for their want | can bo dono without any present roturn of fruit, i ner, ono aud the same thing,-—this Sandbedrim
of acquaintanco with ioatters of Goversmeut. | or ilnmediately satisfactory result in tho spiritual | may be cousidered as having been alike an
Such o principle, wo trust, will nover be seen tol) condition of the worshippers,—upon which we ; ccclesinetical Synod and a feature in the political
crvado our own body, never bo kuown to actuato | ought never too hastily or without surc warrant || organization of tho country,
our procoedings. Habits of reethod, clearaess iuu to render our verdist—jyet is nothing done when | The first council of the christian church of which




