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A BOOM IN BARK.

Something over two years «go the bottom
droppod «out of hemlock bark aud somo heavy
* dealers wore driven to the wall, Heavy fail.
urea occurred at about tho same time in the
leather trage, which was kept in an unsottled
and ‘uusatisfactory state for months afterwards.
Tho Now England tannerios which.aro the
chief consumers of the Canadian bark thatis
exported were run on a reduced scalo, and that
with tho largo stock of bark on hand made tho
outlook a poor one, and as it has proved kept
the prico of bark depressed for over two years,
But the causes which inovitablg bring about an
improvement have been quietly at work for
some timo, The leather trade has pitked up
and the tauneries beginning to uso more bark
stock in New Euglsud yards hiave been percep-
tibly reduced. A few weeks ago thero began to
be a sharp inquiry for bark and prices began to
harden. The fact is there is not a great supply
of Cansdian bark accessible.  The low prices
provented peeling on anything like the old
scale, Outside of what is held by Canadian
tauners for their own use, the bark in sight in
the Province of Quebec doos not exceed 100,000

1] "cords and is probably considerably under that
¥ figure. The chisf holders are Church & Fee,
% who havo about 87,000 cords, and Goodhue, of
g Danville, who owns from 23,000 to 30,000 cords.
& The price hax gonc up with a bound from 81 to
3 86 pur cord and thero is a combination to cor-
¥ ner tho market and kito values up to $3 or 89,

and perhaps 810, on the cars here.  Now Eng-

% laud tauncrs havo become frightened and have

agents picking up small lots in the hopo of he.
ing ablo to tide over the scarcity till they can

1% draw supplics from tho new Pennsylvania bark

noxt season, say in July or August. The holders

3 of the Canadian article, which was iu tho main
4 purchased at 8 low figure, aro ina position to
§ nct a handsome profit on their dual and recoun
7 themselvos for former lossos.— Waterlvo Advers

V LUMBER EXPORT DUTY.
Tho recommendation for tho abilition of tho
import duty on Canadian lumber into tho Un-
itod States contained in President Cloveland’s
mossago to Congress is attracting groat atten-
tion in thd city. It is not the first time by
sovoral, that a similar Suggestion has beon
thrown out, but hitherto the opposition of the
Michigan and Wisconsin lubermen, and tho
interost they can bring to bear on tho nrenabers
of tho Logislative Assembly have hitherto
ovéd: fatal to tho abolition of thetaX, In
viswgf tho.possibility of the recommendation
baing acted upon, a Free Press seribo waited on
a number -pf OtOwa Jumbermen, and asked their
opinion of the effects of tho remission of the
duty.

Mr, Bronson, jr., said.it will bo of great im.

P

portance in incroasing the oxportation of the
coarser cuts of lumber, Tho greator parts of
the finer cuts ago imported from Montreal or
Quebec, or to South Amaerics, passing through
the United States in bond, these wounld not be
affected ; tho coarser cuts, however, are entire-
Iy consumed oither at howme or in tho United
States, Upon these tho producer hero has to
pay all chargos, freight and duty, and no doutt
the remission of the duty would increass the
sale of theso cuts considerably. Still I do not
think the Canadinn producers would get the
benefit of tho whole duty on their price. The
duty is $2 per thousand feet, and they perhaps
would got the half, aud the New York or Am-.
erican importer the other, You must under-
stand that the gencral run of timber now made
is coarser than it used to be. Lumber is mado
now which would not have been ¢ nsidered
marketable years ago, but the pine trees are
very scarce, having boen first used and thore.
fore the tendency of tho lumber trade is to-
wards coarser cuta.

‘Would tho abolition of the duty make vital
difference in Ottawa?

Ican hardly say, but'it is possible it might.
Of course, the Michigan lumbermen would op-
Poso it, lest wo should cut them in price.

Mr. Pattes, of Meusrs, Perley & Pattee, asid :
*Oh yes, I think it would make a considerable
difference. I am not prepared say what differ-
ence it would make to Ottawa, but it would
produce a boom iz all lumber producing towns
in Canads.” *

**The duty is & fixed duty of 82 per 1,000 feet
is it not?"

* Yoy, it used to be an ad valorem duty, but
that was found so confusinog the fixed duty was
sabatituted. The duty isthe same all along the
Jine. I thiuk it wonld bea boon throughout
tho Dominion, and certainly Ottawa would
come in for its share.”, :

Mr. Booth was away from tho works, but his
representativo said : *.There is no doubt it
would make a great increass in tho export of
tho " coarser kinds of Jumber, and would bring
moro trade into the city. I would rather not
say much about it juat now, as I think any
sign of haiiing the changs would stir up tho
Michigan men to # moro strenuous opposition.
The duty does not cffoct the higher class of fine
cuts,”

‘It runs sometimes to 50 per cent. on tho
coarser, does it not ¥

“ Nearly 33§ and 40 per ceqt. ;-yes nearly 50,
but I think it would be unwise to say much
about it.”

Myr. Cushwan, manager for Mr. E. B, Eddy,
aaid: ‘‘Idonot think it will make any great
diffcronco ; the consumer as & rule pays all
charges, and 2o it docs not como ouf of thg
Canadian lumlhprman's pocket; atill there
might be a division of the amouunt, If they

.
-
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would take the duty of the manufactured
article it would enable Canndinng to make up
their lumber at home instead of in the States.
I do not eee that it would greatly cffect us
here,”

groat boon to Ottawa, it would increase her
trade immensely. Thero is a class of luinber
sold for somewhere about $4 per 1,000, upon
which tho 82 duty acts as a prohibitiveone. It
would not effcct the trade in superior lumber,
but would make an immense differencs to the
lower kinda."—Outawa Frce Press,

DURABILITY OF OROSS.TIE TIMBER.

In an investigation of this subject made by
Mer. F. B. Hough for the Dopartment of Agri-
culture, some interesting facts are brought out,
The relative importance of the various kinds of
timber for railway purposcs aro reported in tho
following ordor :—Oaks, pines, chesnuts, hem.
lock, cedars, tamarack, oyrress, elms, aah,
cherry, black walnut, firs, spruce, beech, ocust,
redwood, maple, butternut, coffeenut, mulberry,
and musquit.

The nverage dorability of oak, as repourted
i 32 cases, is 7.4 yeara, while the averago prices
of each cross.tio is 41,2 cents, The kind of
oak is not specified. For whitooak the average
durability . - 152 reported casesis 7.3 years, and
the average price in the 173 cases is 40.6 cents.
the aversgo duration of a post onk tie iy 7 years,
ard the average prico 33 conts,  For burr oak,
durnbility, 7.4 yeara; prico, 37 3 cents. Rock
oak showed an average durability in 1S cases of
7 yeare; prico 42 ceats. In the caso of red
oak 5 yoars ia the averagoe durability, withan
average cost of 27 ceants. Chestnut oak is .noro
durable, showing an average lifetime ia o tio of
71 years, cost, 28 ccuts per tie. Black oak
sliows an average durability of 43 years ; avor-
age price, 43 cents.

Long leaf or southern plne will last on an
averago G} years; avorage cost per tio, 37 centa,
White pine has about the samne durability with
loas cost, tho Jaltor showing an aversge of 313
cents per tio. .

Cedar shows (ho greatest average durability,
being 1.18 yoars, with average cost of 34 cents,
but in too soft to boar heavy freightage, and for
that reason is not much omployed in railway
construction. Red cedar is more durable than
white cedar, being in proportion of 11 to 7.
Cypress shows greater durability than white
oak, the former showing an averago of 8,7
years. White ash and black ash rot very
quickly, the formor in 4.3 ycars, and the latter
in 3.8 years. Cherry is a durablo timbor when
used as cross tics, running {rom 8 {o 10 years,
All woods are much moro laating when hewn
than when sawn,

Tho redwood of California mnkes vory dur-
able ties, lasting over eloven yaam, but allow-

ancoe must bo made for the fact that thoy.sm
used on the Pacific road in a dry climate, where

' tho causcs producing decay nro not so great as

in states cast of the Rocky Mountains. The
growth of the redwood is very slow. Trecs 15

Mayor doDougal said: **It would b a,years old have a diameter of only 10 or 12
! inches, and will make about threo tics.

\When
younger thau this tho wood is not durable. The
rodwood of the Santa Cruz Mountains furnishen
tho best tics it being much heavier and densor
thau when grown further north. The average
cost of redwood ties is {0 cents. The total
length of railway track in the Unitod States
approximated at 130,000 miles, Assuming that
tho avernge durability of ticsis soven years,
and the distance apurt is threo foet, thers will
be 2,640 t5 the mile, which is rather under than
over tho actual nnmber employed, making the
total number in yse 396,000,000, Estimating
onc-seventh to be roplaced overy year, the
annual demand to keop up the prosent railways
will reach 66,571,428, Snpposing that an acre
will £2pply 100 ties, a libaral estimate, it will
roquire 563,715 acros annually to furnish the
tics required by the oxisting lines oi railways.
Tor each lino of milway thero will be an annual
demand for 377 ties, roquiring the cutting off of
3.77 miles, It will require 30 years on an
average for trees to grow large epough Hor
making cross-ties. ‘Thoacres that must bo kept
in ‘timber and growing will be 16,971,420 for
supplyicg ties to the railway liues now in oxis.

tence.
The increaso in railway milcago, estimated

by two decades, is about 4,170 miles annuslly.
To construct the railways that will probably be
built in tho next ten years, 109,560,000 tics wil)
be domanded, the product of 1,095 600 acres of
woodland. Alow 30 yoars as tho period of
growth for ties, this would add 8,286,801 acrea
to the Ymber resorvo for railways alone, making
® total of 15,995,579 acres as ¢ho needful reserve,
Evidently this question is one demanding roach
of atatesmanship and a carcful presorvation of
our present timber supply. The timo is not far
distant when one of tha largeat itoms in the
coustruction of expenses will be tho ono for
crosa-tios,

1t is reported that Canadians are sgain scoue-
ing the woods of northern Michigan for rock
elm ship timber for export. They pay from
$1.25 to 31.50 for cach tice standing. Tho
aticks aro howed in the woods, Last season, it
in estimated, thoro was 5,000,000 feot of rock
el timbey shippod out of Michigan,

Tur achooner Ottawa started from Chicago
for Goorginn Bay, loaded with outfit, 16 horses
and 40 men, for tho establishment of logging
camp. Egcountering tho great galo of Decem-
ber, 4th, and 5th, the vessel had to put into
Grand Haven, where she lay up, and the
expedition wan shandonod.



