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ances, to, circumcision, and to meats and
drinks as parts of Jewishi ritual. Tlîcse
rcsemblances are sufficicntly close to cii-

able us to sec that one tendency was at
one in both churches with a slighitly dif-
furent point of eniphasis. This tendency
is clearly Jewvishi, for no other wou!d have
these saine points of distinction. Thie
second group lays eniphasis upon ascetic
practices. As such it is in dircct contrast
to group A. for Jtudiaisin wns: iikver'
Ascetic. Here, then, wve have iii both
churches an Ascetic tendcncy.

In group C we have phenoniena iii botli
bearing a very close reseniblance to, cachi
other, both dwvell on gnosis, both seern
to have dwelt upon the endless series
of Eons connecting hiunianity and deity.
both have doctrines of spirits. There is,
to be sure, different points of eiphasis.
and different methods of procedure, wvhichi
we shall refer to later op. but likeness
behvcen the two sections of this group is
sufflcîently miarked to warrant ils iii rer-
garding theni as different phases of one
movenient or tendency. There is here a
gaostic element. This is very distinct
froni A, but niighit include B as one o>f
its logical elenients Bra,ith..dz. ETTT
its logical resuits. Group D is the bc-
ginning of wvhat appeared in miorc geti-
eral forin iii later history of the hiercsies.
So, then, wvc conclude froiln the above
coniparisons th.at there wvere four tcin-
diencies at work, which we naine Jewislî.
Ascetic, Gnostic and Spirituw'liziiig of tize
Resurrection. While there is this siniiil-
arity in the ýoutward forni of tiiese lier-
esies, a very marked, unie of cleavage is
seen wvhcn an exaniination of thini is
inade as to nature and results. On ex-
ainiining the jewishi tendency, wu fiîîc tliat
eniiphiasis is laid iii C.lossianis on the per-
forinances of ordinances. Little is said
about the law ; nothiiîg is said about dis-
cussions concerniiîg the lawv. Men secin-
cd to have quietly taîîglit the need of
circuincision and regard for certain foriîis
of .Jewisli ritual as nccessary to the growth
and developinenit of spiritual life. But iii
thie pastoral Epistles this tciîticy lit,
once inîpresses us witli the feelinig tliat it
is professional. superficial anid argunîicii-

tative. The descriptions of it given by
the Apostie would lead uis to believe that
it grew ont of an aibitious iiisincerity on
the part of its exponents to gain p~ower
and peif. They desire "to bc te2achers of
tic law." Thecy deal in Jewishi fables andb
coin mailidînents of mon. Thiose of the
circunicision are unruly, vain taikecrs, ani.dl
dcceivers. Thecy are ien wvlo teacllb
"4what tlîey oughit not to teachi for filtlîy
lucrc's sake." The Colossian lieresy
overthirewv the wvork of Christ by supplle-
iiucnting it wvitli various ordinaces. Thiat
cf ilie pastoral Episties seduces mnen by
discussion about the lawv, by deceitful and
vain argumentation, div'erting the inlinds
of the believer froin Christ to cîîpty dlis-
cussion of ritualistic questionis. 1-lnce.
wvhile the tcndeiicy is clearly the saine,
yet there is a very clear difference iii
cliaracter and point of eiiliasis. This
will be more niarkecl whien wvc conlsider
results at a later stage.

In group B, or the Ascetic tendcnlcy,
we flnd the inost miarked huies of cleav-
age- . The Colossian hieresy i)reseiits aui
Asceticisîn wvhichi tends% to purity of
moral life. Thecirs wvas -touch tiot. taste
îîot, haiidle not," but iii thc pastoral Epis-
tic thiere is hardly anlythiiig wvortliy of the
naie of Asceticisini. In fact. indulgence
seenis to be the 1l-îdiiîg clîaracteristic.
Only one Ascztic practice is referred to,
and that only once. Paul. writiiîg to.
Titus. exhiorts iini to reprove tlictu slharp-
Iy* . for "'tlmcy profess to krmtotv God. but

thecir works demy 1-unii. being aboiiniiî-
able.disobedieiit and uiito every good wvork,
reprobate." They are nien -that spcak
with a hiot ironi." Just huere it inay le
urged that the Apostie. iii lus letter to
the Colossianis, cxhiorts the followcrs of
Christ to guiar-d agaimst certain foris of
sin, and also sin iii gziieril. Biit thme cases
are liarhhy parillch. Ii thie pastoral Epis-
tics lie directly coiînects his coiideliiiia-
tion of tîmeir practice wvith the dcîmuiiicia-
tioîî of thie helretical tcîî<lencics. anid wouhld
secuin to inake thîe practice the outcoine
of the lîectical tendency. Se I, iv. 1-3

As to the real chiaracter of thme Guiostic
teuîdecy. Aiinoilg tic Colossiatîs the


