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PRIMARY SCHOOLS.

a———aran

Byom the Report of Common .Tihools, Pro-
vidcue,fRMde Island.

- Frroneous impressions have provailed,

, with regard to these schools. The popu-
- har dea has beea that any body could
- teach a. primary school, even the very
younyg with limited attainments and no
experience. “This is “a mistake; for no
achools so imperatively -demand all those
traits and cxcellencies of character which

. constitute a model teacher : namely, gen-
+ tlencss of disposition, courteous and win-
ning manners, sclficontrol, skill in disci-
pline, quick pereeption, ingenuity, a mind
= 2ruitful of expedients, habits of order and
neatness, and attachment to children, a
lave for the profession of teaching, with a
full average of mental endowment and

i iotcllectual culture. No department of

instraction suffers more from inattention,
What cultivator who should, neglect his
plants and young trees whilo in the nur-
scry, and assign, as an oxcuse, that they
were soon to be transplanted, and thea
wouwd reccive more. attentign, but would
bs pronounced exceedingly unwise. , Eve-
¢ ry child, as well as every:plant.and  tree,
shows the cffect of early culture. Our
primary schools are of primary.import-
. ance.  Iinpressions made here remiain

through the whole course of imetructiep.:

Roundations laid here must modify, ag
agell as sustain, the entire supsrstacture,
i The temple-cannot be broafien_than- jts
base. . In these schools it is.uobenough
40 make right impressions; they should
.be made in the right way. All the exer-
. «cises of...the school room should be plea-
aant and attractive. A forbidding man-
.aer, or injudicious chiding, should be stu-
. diously avoided.

The general impression scems to be,
that children naturally love play, and dis-
like study; that they will run to the
one, but must. be forced to the other.—
That thig.is n..80. great degree truc;
eomes.more from the fault of the parent

. and tescher, than from the nature of the
child. From early infancy,.wae..woo a
. child to his play, .and. encourage him; if
he fuils, ' We. cerfainly never think of
chiding him, but how.we purane the, op-
posite course when we tyrn_hjm to. his
books, ;Now, Supposc, FQ. IevCrsa gur
practioe. ;;Insist npon _his, playing in 2
particular.mapner,-at a, stated fime, and
. for a fixed period, apd.,epld and, punish
bim whea basis tardy, indiffexeat,: or.

moke everything attractive, éncourage
.and commend him even though he may
fuil at his ‘sthdy. How soon would his
nature bo changed ? ‘Tle would love.-hi
book, and hate his ball.

Texd-baoks.are too elosely followed in
our primary schools, and, indeed, in all
our schoois. We want mote of oral in-
struction, more of the living voice. Ob-
ject lcasons, when skillfully managed, are
always attractive and interesting, especial-
1y to young children. A bit of glass, a
.serap of iren, a sponge, & flower, an car of
corn, & gray stone, a green or dry leaf,
any of the most common objects, often
furnish a much better text than a printed
book. The question in a primary school
should be, How can it be entertained, as
well as instructed ? and =0 of all schools.

The attention of our best instrustors,is
turning to the improvement of primary
.acheo]s; and they certainly merit the cor-
dial support, and fostering care, of all
who feel an interest in the cause of edu-
cation, * A,most valaable aid to otal in-
structjon, in these schools,.has recently
appeared in the form of ¢ Primary Schaol
Tablets,” sdesigned by Hon. Jobn D,
Bhilbrick, the accomplished Superintend:
ent of the Xublic ‘Sehdols.ef. Boston.—
They Afiord “important fucilities to.ora
teacliing ~whiich expericnee has proved to

clementary instrmétion. "No greater inis-
tike can be made, than to attempt to
confine the attention of 2 young child, for
| any considerable time, to the printed
pages of a.pchool book. It cannot be
done. Childhoud willbeentertained, It
s impatient of confinement, and Joves va-
riety ; and if the teacher does not furnish
it, the boy will. All the appliances of

in check.

The * Tablets" referred to, are well
adapted to the purpose for which they
were designed, and L cordially commend
them to tho atiention of those entrusted
-with the managemont of our schools. A

your- Comumisgioner,

- MEANING OF “WORDS,

How.nmay words nien “bavedragged
dowawarde; with }hémsclv@,,:md made
partakoers,, more or lese, of theiy.own fallt
Having-originally an hougrable signifi-
canecy'of, those thit used $hewm, or thoee
abaut,mhom they werg uagdi deterioryted,
ordegenorated theroto.:s¥Ghat, a multi-

y plays, badly; , but,,08 tha. othet, hand,—tuda of wards, originglly.ferless, have.

be indispensible. to the highest success.in,

severe discipline will not hold him mmnch

82t of them may. be scen in the offics ofl
ifriendly, and unjformly s0; and to add

assumed & harmful meaning, as their
secondary lease; how many-werthy have
acquired an.unworthy. Thus * knuve’
once meant no more than lad, (nor dues
it sow in German mean moro;) “ villain®
than peasant ; a “boor” was only a furmer ;
a “varlet” was but a serving-man: a
“ chuel” but a-strong fellow; & “ minion”
a favorite; “ man i3 God’s dearest miu-
ion,” (Sylvester) ¢ Tjwesarver” was
used 200 years ago. quite as often for one

Lin, ap. honorable as in a--dishonorable

sence, “ serving the time."” ¢ Conceits™
bad once nothing conceited in them.
“officious” Lud reforence to offices of
kindncss, not to busy meddling ; “ moody”
was that which pertaived to a man's
mood, without any gloom or sullenncss
implied. ¢ Demare” (des moeurs, of good
manaers) conveyed nohint, a3 it does now,
of an overdoing of the outward demon-
strations .of modesty. In “crafty” and
“ cunning” therc.was. nothing of crooked
wisdom implied, but only knowledge and
skill ;¢ craft,” indeedl, still xetains very
often :its . more*-honorable. use, anay's
“craft” being his skill, and then the
trade in .which he is well skilled. . Apd
think you that the -Magdalene could have
ayer,given us “ moudlin® in its prerent
aontemptuous application, if the tears of
‘pevitential weeping had been held in duc
honor by the world ?

Trinute T0o WoMEN.—The celebrated
traveler, Ledyard, paid the following hand. |
some tribute to the femalo.sox :~—* 1 have
observed,” be gays; "¢ thak women in ;)
countries are’ civil, obliging, tender and
humane. I never addressed myself to
them in the language of deceney amd
friendship, without receivipg, .a friendly
apswer. With man jb has,«,;,fl,cn___b'(;cn
otherwise. In wapdering over the bar-
_ren8 of inhabjtable . Denmark; through
honest Sweden and frozen Lapland ; rnde
and ohurlish Finland ; unpripcipled Rus-
siajaed to widely-sprand mg'ions of the
spndering Tartar; -if bungry, dry, wet,
<old ar sick, tho. wemen have cver been

to this virtue, (s0 worthy the appellation

. |of benevolence,) these actions have been

performed.in so free and kind a.manner,
thatif I wans dry I drank the swoetest
dranght, and if hyngry ocoarscet mogd
with 4 double relish.

=W Whet Um.ix'hh wenk,ta , school; sle
wes.asked wHy™ the sounc bachelor yeus
sisgular, - Beeaure,” ghe replicd, “ it is
s@ very singular they don't get married -




