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wedo e that the demornlizing trade in
opium may be effectively put down,

Bat bave we nothing analogouns to the opium
traflic? 1« our land blighted by no siilar
eurse?  Isthere no demoralizing traflic within
our bordets=—a traffic whichis spreading ruin
and daith trougs u  the community ¥ We
raally see bhut little differcnce between the
opium tenflic abrond, aud the liquor traflic st
home. Both are pernicious and fatal in their
effects on their victhns,  Both are tolerated
or sanctioned on the grownd of the revenue,
which the manufucture and teaflic proauce,
We have just been expressinga hope that,
through the influence of the Cluistian com-
munity the government of Britnin may be
led to suppress the traflic. We should
equally vejoice at any prospect of the sup-
pression of the liquor waflic. The trath
is, the evil has reached a magnitude which
caunot be overlooked by the most careless and
unobserving.  Even within the last two or
three years the inerease in our citics and towns
«f the places called *saloons” is fearful,
The ¢ were, until Iately, unknown, and now
they meet us wherever we go,  In the city of
Toronto the increase of taverns and saloons
has been astounding, From less than 100
in 1848, with a population of 30,000, the
number rose to 400 in 1858, the population
at this latter period being 50,000, or ut
most 53,000, ‘The sole olject of these aulouns
is the sale of jntoxieating drinks, Few
of them pretend to have any acconuodution
for travellers or strangers. They are nets
spread for the unwary—traps to allure the
thoughtless youth to drinking, gambling, and
profligacy.  Their fruits are becoming appar-
ent. Crime ison the increase, especially mur-
der and bloodshed. While we write, three
miscrable beings are lying in Toronto jail
under sentence of death. Of these, two coms
mitted the erimes for which they are con-
demned to suffer the severest penaty of the
Jaw, under the influence of intoxicating drink
One, a miere youth, committed the crime of
which he has been convicted, at the door of a
saloon where he had been dpinking with aban.
doned females, The other, now bordering on 0ld
age, committed the critse in his own house,
but under the influence of strony drink, Ex.
amples might be multiplicd.  Deaf must be the
ear which regards not these erying evils, and
cold and carcless the man who is not impress-
ed with the necessity of dofug somcthing to
stem the torrent which threatensto overspread
our laud.

What is the remedy to be applied? Our
Synod has more thun once petitioned the Le.
gislature for tlxg enactinent of a Prohibitory
Law. We have wmore than once advoeated
such a measure, believing, as we do, that it
would be the only cffectual remedy. But we
would willingly see anything done cifectively
to check the evil complained of.  We obscrve
that one or two measures, bearing on the
subject, have becn introduced ivto Parliament,

Theta are good, 20 far as they go.  Our object

is to direct attention to the matter, and to
urge on all who have tufluence in the commu-
nity 1o exert that influence against the sovinl
evil to whivh we refr,  Ifsome effcetial eieck
is not soon yiven, the torrent muet hecome
stronger, and we niay well tremble for the
consequences, Let menns be used to give a
healthy tone to public fecling on this subject.
Let public meetings be held,  Let the in
fluence of the religious and respectable portion
of the community be brought to Lear on all
intrusted with the framing and carrying out of
regulations for the coutrol of the license syr,
tem, and let carnest prayer be offered up that
now, when the enemy is coning in likea flood,
the Spirit of the Lord muy lift up a standurd
against him,

RELIGIOUS REVIVAL—MEANS TO BE
USED FOR PROMOTING 1T,

The first of the menus we would meantion is,
thut every Chriatian should first drink deep of
the Spiritof our common cheistianity, and then
filled with this Spirit, et him go forth tread-
ing in the steps of his Lord who went alout
“continually doing geod.” Let the Churen
fiest feel the Jove of Christ, ¢ nstraining her
to Jive not to herzelf, but to Christ who dicd for
her and rose uguin for her justitication, Let
this main spring of action ever be in full play.
Let ber habitually wear this garment of love,
and influenced Ly this Spivit, let her persevere
in Leseeching sinners to be reconciled to God,
Let every Chuistinn muke it the chief business
ofhis life to Jive for God.  Let him engage in
his daily lubour for this very end.  God recoy-
nizes und uses the existing Chureh as the medium
of comnunication between hitu uud the unre.
generute portion of his chosen ones, for convey-
ing to them hissalvation.  Let the chureh, that
is, cvery individwdd Christian, faithfully dis-
charge this duty, then, of communicating to
others a kuowledge of salvation,  Let there be
a personal dedication of all the faculties and
capucities of the whole man to this work, Let
there be a revived church in winister and peo.
Pe, then we may expect a revivalin her other
members, who though in visible connection
with her, are asyetnot of her,  Nor will reviv-
alstop here, it will spread itself into the Jength
and breadth of the Jand, for the spirit of pure
Christianity is self-diffusive, Nor will this
spirit brook amy vival, Let not then the
advocates of ‘purcand undefiled religion,” brook
any rival. Let them not be content to possess
a share of the ficld. Let them escupy the
whole field, which is the world.

But let us go a little more into detail on the
means to be used for the revival of religion in
our Jand,  Of course it is difficult to specify any
particular set of neansas the Lest. The grand
matter is that the church, stillmeaning by that,
every true christian, e made zlive to the fact,
that it is Ly her instrumentality that any re.
vival can rensonably bLe expected Let hur
believethis, Let her feel her responsibility in
this matter. Let ber Le stimulated by the
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thouztht of beiug so highly honoured of Gol, as
thus te be privileged 10 bea fllow worker
with him,

How then is the chureh, as a church to dis-
churge her duty, and enjoy her high privi-
lege? By every individual, every fuwmily,
every prayer mceting, every Subbath School,
every congregation, every minister, dischurg-
ing respectively their responsible duty, by
every individund Christinn dving his duty with
whatever nieans he is endowed, and in whut-
ever stution he is pluced.

In the listory of special or loesl revival- it
will be found, that general:y there were pre-
paratory steps,  In the Cnmbusdung revival
(1742) Mr. McCulloch, minister of the parish,
hnd in his ordinury course of eermons for
ticarly a year previous to the revival, dwelt
chiefly upon those subjects which tend most
dircetly to expluin the nuture, and prove
the necessity of regeneration. We read two
of several prayer meetings that were held
throughout the parish.  These were the simple
tieans which by God's blessing led muny ton
deep concern about their cternal state, which
resulted in bringing many to the “knowledge
of thetruth as it is in Jesus”

Ot! er or better means 1 know not of, to excite
8u interest in religion, in loculitivs where uo
such interest exista,  Where are our ministers
that will dwell so long on one sulject, bearing
sudirectly on the stute of the heaet aud proting
sy clusely the conscience, und dwellivg upon it
till it Le indelibly fixed in the uuderstunding, ig
ot ulso on the beurt? 1t may be oljected,
thut the people would ill bea such kind of
preaching now. lrue, but the discased uve
uot allowed to presceribe for Wiemiselves,  The
plysician Lest  Kuows  what reginien is most
stuted to his patient.  ‘The winister ought not
to consult the fustidious tastes of his peoplein
hiis preuaching, but their spiritual wants, Let
hisn avoid by wll means giving necdless offence,
but let him not ob the otherband beled ustyay
from Leing faithful to Gud, to Lis flock, aud to
nis own soul, by tryiug to please the tastes vr
flatter the prejudices of bis people.

And where are our prayer mectings, striving
for o blessing on the word? We think that
these fellowship tucetings give pretiy true in-
dications how the thevmuometer stauds in voe
gurd tothie colduesy, lukewarimess, orfervency
in religion, in any given district. Where there
are no such mectings in a district, we cunuot
couceive how religivn cun be flourishing there.
Where there is but vne such meeting, once a
mounth on & Sabluth evening, it is to be feared
the district is but lukewaurin about the matter.
But where there is such u meeting weekly on
Sabbath eveniug, or better still { would suy, on
week day evenings, there are indica jons of &
$pirit of earuestuess in the matter of veligion,
But of course the attendanice at such mectings,
und the devotion felt und evinced must be
taken iuto accouut, in determining the stute
of matters in any given district.  Wemean not

in plesding that these meetings be multiplied



