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>)N tte kccnuli oif De.

the feast <liv of S~t.
Alb se islî 1  of

Milan, oule ofithei

' * four great l"iitlicrs of'
tile Laîtini cliunît of
tie Wc,-t. The otlier

tii re aire St. .Teroîiie, St. Aulglist uc
uînd St. 9 .regory thic ;relit.

St. Aniîrosc Nuis îlesceîiîled fiont Rn

frontii thle finiie oftli t.tesî'O'..e

C iristianîity , antî uît 'i'OU.tiles (li.,,

tiîîgîisheil thlîeîîalvses by the ir fiti-
nuesq duiiîg thti day s of' lersecîitioîî,

eti lin îg ulown their lives for the
fîîith. 'J'loiîgl sîti unc Chlrist iîis,
they were none the less iîiteî'esteul iii
inattrs of staite, îînu of the iiîîîîedliitt.
ahicrutors of file sint Wr îrnd that

Iianly field ret ponsihie positionis un<lcr
tlîe emperors. The fiather of the saint,
aust iîiiîîieîl Anihiro.e, was prefeet iii
<;aul îînî lis suîeh hîîd jiirisîlictioîî over
the extensivec territoî'v eîaih)racuîig
( ernîuuny, Ilritîtun, Spaîinl, ttioîlerut
Franice aînd part of Afî'ica.

St. Amlîrose wîîs hori A.D1. 341).
Tliere seemis to lie sortie dispute lis toi

the Place ot' his, birtît, but the weighît
of opuinionu iîidiciteS flint TreN-es, in
<Cernhiin3, wiis the favoî'ed spot, l'port
the uleath of lus futler, whicli occtirred
wlîen the sainit wii.. fouirtetil 3'eirs of

auge, bis motiier retîîî'ned witli lier
chljiren to loîine. Thus left alone,
with the responsîbility of the farnuly
îupon lier eliotilders, the motiier of St.
Ambrose acquitted herseif well. She

wai a wolii;il of devp religions con.
victioîî., aiid hler gretit soli iII soute of
lus wr'iing- toîichingly reters to the
insttruct ions and doinesl ie exaiiple of
his imotlier lis having laid file toinica.
tion (if, hi,. fututre rel igion," lite.

Puiring li, carlly 3 eut'., St. Anilîro,.e
gave indicain o f' u i. ttire grett
liess. I t is rclited flint wslienl lie irteil
eliild, i *..Mai'i of liee.s tr'îiidi the
craille in whieli lie la'm iisleep), sonne of
the inect., cî'eepîiig i n aînd ouît of his
îiloitli itou Soai-ing high iii the ir.

lini titis it Wiîs hîredicted thiît lie
woiuld sh me lv luis eloqute ne. BIe that

asi..t flia3, St. Alni hiose, kit kt Comlpara-

t ivel 'N.earily lige, 1 ecaîîîîc t'ornonls us an
oriltor iiîd jitii-t. Betore long lie
itttietti-l thie attenijoli of tie firt mten
of theda îlii îivls tailenits.. Wi le still
il Yotung uîliu, lie wtis iiiiîoiîted Gov-
errior of Noîtliern Italy wittî lus resi-
<lence lît Ndiî.

Nol omîly baud lie liecti lield in grect
esteeni for bis aulil ity. but h is goodlîesg
lîii utîso lueeîi tiiiiversally3 recogîiized.
It sq saîju tiat wlben ablit 10 ilepart for
lus pîrov ince, Probuts, bis inimediate
sîlperior, reimîrked to ii :u " Go, îînd
goverli mole like îî Iîi.slîop thaîî al
.iudge.'' The words of liroîlis wele
veritied lîy tlîe resiîlting ev'ents. Arn.
liiose bore hiîniself so well, &uid so
admîirabhle wîis hi., course ot' aîction,

tflint inii shîort t iîîe lie endeared hini.
self to is peuple to aî degree finit they
forgot to se iii hini tlîeir juîdge and
venerated fliînt il coînnuon father.

lii tile yeîîr 374, Auxentius, the
Arian bishop of Milan, died, and the
eboice of lus successor wiis at fruitful
qoturce of distutiîaîe. At thiiî tirne,

m


