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The liberated man ywould feel more gratitude to one
of his friends who hwd labored to get petitions before
the gosernor for his yelease, than to the governor who
re'esced him.  To vary the illustration—suppare that
two perrony, who are linble to be destroyed in the
flumes of & burning dwellig. are rescued by two sepa
rate individuals, The oune is enabled to escape by ar
individual who, perceiving his danger, steps up to the
dour and opens it, withvut any eflort or self«denial on
Lis part.  The other is rescued in & dafferent manner
An iudividual, pereciving his danger and liability te
death, ascends to him, and by a severe effort, and
white he is himself saffering from the flames, holds
wpen the dour until the mmate escapes for his life
Nuw the o.ie who upened the duor without self<lenial
way have Leen merciful, aud the individual reliever
would recognise the act us o Kindness done to one in
peril ; bat no une would fuel that that act proved that
the man who delivered the other manifested any <pe-
cial merey, because any man would have done the
same uct.  But the oue who ascended the ladder and
rescaed, by perils and by personal suffering. the indi-
vidual liable to death, would manifest special mercy
and ali who ybsersed it would ecknowledge the claim:
and the individual rescucd would feel the merey of the
wet, melting his heart into gratitude to his deliverer
uuless his heart was o moral petrifaction,

What are, in reality, the facts by which alone men
may know that any being possesses a benevolent na-
ture?  Not, certainly, by that being conferring hiene-
fits upon others, which cost him neither personal lahor
nor self-deni*l; beeause we could not tell but these
favurs would cease the moment they invelved the
Ycast degree of sacrifice, ur the moment they interfered
with his selfish interests. But when it requires a racri-
fice, on the part of a benelactor, to bestow s favor
and that sacrifiee is made, then benevolence of heart is
atade ¢vidently manifest.  Now mark—any being whe
is prompted by beaevolence of lieart. to make eneri-
fices, may not lese Imppiness, in the agaregate, by so
doing ; for a benevolent nature (dnds happiness in per-
furming benevolent actr  Self-denials are, therefore
ot ouly the appropriate metbod of manifesting bene-
volence {0 men, but they are likewise the appropriate
maaifestativus of a henevelent nature.  Now, suppose

God is perfoctly benevolent ; then, it follows in view!
of the foregoing deductions, in order to manifest his!

true nature to men, self-denials would Le neeessavy, in
arder that men might see and feel that ““God is love,”
It is clear, therefore, that those who rejoct the divinity
of Christ, as connccted with the atonement, cannot
believe in God's henevolenee ; beeause, God is really
as benevolent as the self-denials of Christ (believed in
as divine) will lead men to feel that he is: nor can
they believe in the mercy of God iu auy way that will
produce an effect upon their hearts. To say that the
human heart can be deeply affected by mercy that ic
not manifested by self~denial, is to show but little
Enueledge of the springs which move the inner life of
the human soul. Man will feel a degree of love and
gratitude for o benefactor who manifests an interest in
his wants, and laboers to supply them ; but he will feel
a greater degree of grateful love for thie beunefactor
who manifests an interest in his wants, and makes self-
denials to 2id him. To deny, therefore, the divine and
meritorious character of the atoncinent, is to shut ont
both the evidence and the effect of God’s mercy from
the soul.

In accordance with this view, is the teaching of the

seriptures. There is but ene thing which is ch:u'gcd‘

against men, iz the New Testament, as a fundumental
and soul-destroying heresy. and that is, not denying the
Lovd, but “the Lord that bought them.” It i rejecting
the purchase of Christ by his self<lenying atonement.
which causes the destruction of the soul, because it
rgjects the truth which alone can produce love to the
God of love.

But further: the facts have heen fully proved, that
Gad Jehovah, by faking a pereonal interest in the well-
being of the Israclites and lahoring to eccure their re-
demption, seeurad their affections to himself' § and that
His 2ets of mevey produced this eftect was manifested
iy their song after their final deliverance at the Red
Seq. O <ing nnto Jehovah, for he has triumphed glo-
riously: the horee and his rider he has thrown into the
sea. Jehovaly i my strength and Song, and has become
my calvation.” In like mamner, Jesus Cinist secured
to himeelf ig a greater degree, the aftections of Chii:-
tians, by his sclt-denying life and death, to ransom
them from spiritual bondage and misery. The Isracl-
itea in Egvpt were under a femporal law ro severe,
that while they cutfered in the greatest degree, they
could not fulfil ite requirements: they therefore luved
Jehovab for temporal deliverance. The believer was
under o spiritual law, the requirements of whicl. Le
eould nnt fulfil, and therefore he loved Christ fur spi-
ritual deliverance.  This fact, that the supreme atlec-
tion of helievers was thus fixed upon Christ, and fixed
upon him in view of hig eelf-sacriticing love for them,
‘s manifest throughout the whole New Testament—
even more manifest than that the Jews loved Jehovah
for temporal deliverance. “ The love of Christ con-
<trains we 3 soye one s thus manifesting thiw big very
life was actunted Ly affection for Jesus. Says another
—speaking of early Christians generally—¢ Whour
{Chrit) baving not seen, ye love; and in whom,
thangh now ye <re him not, yet believing, ye rojoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” The Bible
requires men to perform their religious dutics. moved
hy laved to Chvist: “ And whatseever ye do, do it
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men ; knowing
that of the Lovd ye shull receive the reward of the in-
heritanee : for ye scrve the Lord Christ.” Mark—
these Christians were moved in what they did, what
they said, and what they felt, by love to Christ : love
to Jesue actuated their whole being, body ead soul. It
governed them.

Now, euppace that Jesus Christ was not God, nor a
true manitestationaf the Godhead in human nature,
but & man, ar angel, authorized by God to accomplizh
the vedemptisn of the buman race from sin and misery.
fn doing this. it appears from the nature of things,
and from the Ser’ptuves, that he did what was adapted
to, and what does draw the heart of every true be-
liever—as in the case of the apostle and the carly
*bristians—unto himeelf, as the supreme or governing
object of affection. Their will is governed by the will
of Christ; and love to him moves their heart and
hands Now, if it be trye that Jesus Christ is not God.
then he has devised and exccuted a plan, by which the
supreme afiections of the human heart are drawn to
himself, and alicnated from God, the proper object of
love and worchip : and, God having autborized this
plan, be has devised means to make man love Christ,
the ereature more than the Creator, who is God over
all, blessed for evermore,

But, is it said that, Christ having taught and suf-
fered Ly the will and authoriey of God, we are under
obligation to love God for what Cbrist has done for
us? 1t is answered that this is impossible. We cannot |
love one heing for what another does or suffers in our
behalt, We can love no being for labors and self-
denials in our behalf, but that being who voluntarily
labors and denies himself. It isthe kinduess and mercy
oxhibited in the sclf-denial that moves the aflections ;
aud the afiections can move to no being but the one
that makes the self-denials, because it is the sclf-de-
nials that draw out the love of the heart.

T< it etill said ihat Christ was sent by God, to doHis
will. and not his own; and therefore we ought to love
God, as the being to whoin gratitude and love is due,
for what Christ sid and suftered ? Then it is answere!
—if God willed that Christ, as a creature of his,
should come, and by bis sufferings and death redeem



