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SYSTEMATIC BENEFICENCE.

Greater love bath no man than this, that a man Iay down bis life for bis
'friends. Thc blcssed Ilead of' the Churchlibas placcd ail bis people under
-ain infinite obligation of gi'atefuil love in laying down bis life for tbem even
wbile they were encinies and thus bringing thern into a state of friendship
-and reconciliation ivith God. Now are ve his fr3ends if ive dIo whatsoever
,he cornrnands us. We are no more strangers andfrinrbtflo--
;tizens wîîb the saints and of tbe bousehold of God; and are built upon the
foundation of the aposties and prophets, Jesus Cbrist himself being the chief
c.orner stone; ini wbom ail the building fitly frarned together groweth unto
-an holy temple in the Lord. More than a mother would do for hier child,
more than a husband would do for bis wife, more than a patriot would do
-for bis country, Christ did for bis enemies who thirsted for his blood. If,
therefore, Hie bas donc so mucli for us, ivbat sbould we do for Hinu ? Let
,as answer this question by asking, anotber -Wlbat would you not d6 for
*a fellow-mortal wlio -liad saved you from death ? If hie succeeded in saving
*you only by enduring death in your stead, with wbat anxious tenderness
would you recaîl his -dying commaands!1 What would you flot do for bis
ividow and orphans!1 To what sacrifice would you flot subn-'it in order to
,honour bis memory 1 Now carry these vcry feelings into the case as it
stands Letween you and Christ. You owe him infinitely more than you
-can owe to any mortal-for hie lias done for you what none eisc on eartb or
in heaven could or wvould do.

Wbat then ivili you do for Christ ? I will eall myscif by bis naine, I will
te baptized into bis Church---sit at his table-read bis word-pray to him,
in private and sometimes in public. I ivill pay my pew-rent or subscriptiol,
,regularly. I will give hirn thc smallest coin in the realin wlienever the col-
lection box cornes round. I will. oceasionally give a little,-a dollar or a
pound, more or less,-for Missions or religions Societies, and grumble as I
-do so, or at least look sour at thc collecter. I will give a litdle to almost ail
the schenies of our own -cburcb, and to other Societies, for I do not distike
to sec my naine in annual reports and lists of acknowledgmcnts. If a spe-
-cial appeal is made on behalf of any objeet of importan 'ce 1 will double my
,contribution. If every one were to do as well as 1 bave donc there would
be little roomn for complaint.

Very well! There'are christians who do flot corne-up even to this mark.
Tou know theni, reader, by the dozen. As matters are at present in the
religlous world, tbey are tIc few who risc above the standard we have in-
-,dicatcd. .Alas, wvhat a standard!l It manifests. no active, cheeri ut benefi-
ecace, no giving te Christ eIRder thc -delightful cûnstraint of love, no freei-


