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‘The story of the English conquest and settlement of Britain is full of
interest.  The fall of the Roman Empire precipitated a crisis in the history of
the provinces attached to it Corzupt at heart, the spintual forces that give
vitality to national hfe hasing become dead, with no organic principle of
unity, cither of race, rehigion, or anything beyond the ring of armies that
encircled it,2to il dts seattered partstogether, the unwicldy mass fell 1o picees
when ats legrons sere no longer able tu resist the hordes of fierce barbarian.
that had pressed so long upon its frontiers ; and the provinees that had grown
up beneath its shadow beeame the prey of theinvaders. 1t was so especially
in Britan.  * In its Western Donunmons, where the Gennon peoples were
ats foes, the trmmph of ats enemies was complete.  The Franks conquered
and colonized Gaul; the West Goths conquered and colonized Spain:
the Vandals founded a Kingdom in Africa; the Burgundiaus encamped
m the border-land between Italy and the Rhone ; the East Goths ruled at
last in ltaly stself 3 and now that the fated hour was come, the Sasons,
100, closed upon thetr prey.”  Theremoral of the legions for the defence of
Tialy, left the Celtc population of Britain which had submitted to the
Romans, to the meicy of their foes. Picts from the north of Scotland
(Lelts who had not submitted to the Komans), Scots from the coast of
Ircland, Saxon purates of the channel, already terrible from their savage
cruelty, leagued aganst the now defenceless people.  For the four centuries
of Roman rule had developed the arts of peace at the expense of watlike
skill, and the legtons on which: they had lutherto depended for protection
had left them, to return no mare.  Morcover, the alliance which, in despair,
the Britains had made with warriors from the low German tribes, proved
their ruin. From allies these soon turned %o mortal enemies.  With the
help of Hengest and Horsa, the Picts and Scots were driven back., But,
once landed, these allies refused to leave. Bands of their countrymen
arnived 1n quick succession ; and a wave of the great barbarian deluge by
which the Empire was destroyed, spread over Britain,

In many respects, however, the conquest of Britair. by Engles, Jutes,
and Saxons was unique. Nowhereclse was the work so difficult or tedious.
The Britons fought with the courage of despair, their defence being matesi-
ally aided by the nature of the country, then a land of forests, bogs, and
fens.  * In Bmtain the invader wasmet by a courage and tenacity equal to
s own. So fai as we can follow the meagre record of the conquerors, or
track their advance by the dykes and ruins it left behind it, every inch of
ground scems to have been fought for.  Ficld by field, town by town,
forest by forest, the land was won; and aseach bit of ground was torn
away from its defenders the beatenmen sullenly drew back from it, to fight
as stubbornly for the next.”

¢4 Instead of mastering the country in a few great battles, they had to
tear it bit by bit from its defenders in a weary and endless strife.  How
slow the work of English conquest was may be seen from the fact that it
took nearly thirty years to win Kent alone, and sixty to complete the con-
quest of Southern Britain, while the conquest of the bulk of the Island was
only wrought out after two centuncs of bittes warfare. The conquest of
France by the Franks, or that of haly by the Lombards, proved little more
than a foraible settlement of the onc or the other among tributary subjects
who were destined in a long course of ages to alsorb their conquerors-
But almost to the ¢lose of the sixth century the English conquest of Britain
was & sheer dhsy of the conquered people ; and, so far asthe English
sword m those carhier «days reached, Britaim became England, a land that
15, hot of Bntons, but of Enghishmen.”  (pp. 130-1).

“The Celtic popelation, its language, institutions, Jaws, almost every
vestige even of Roman civilization, disappeared, driven off into the inacessi-
ble mountain fastnesses of Wales and Scotland.  Engle supplanted Celt,
the rehigion of \\oden, Thor, and the gods of Teutomic mythelogy, that ot
Chnst ; while an cntirely new svaial and polircal ordes asose.  *4The settlgs
ment of the conquerors Was nothing less than a transfer of Enghish socicy
i ats fullest form o the shores of Brtamn, It was England that settled

social and political principles peculiar to the Teutonic race, were adopted
in their new settlement ; and there already existed the germs of that stately
edifice of ordered freedom represented by the British constitution of the
present day.  This ¢ settlement of the conquerors * has been well set forth
by Mr. Green in one of the most interesting chapters of his work

As yet, however, there was no national unity. Engles, Jutes, Saxons
had settled in the land, and after two centuries of conflict with the Britons
and cach other, the Island was still divided into three indipendent king-
doms. But political union was inevitable among kindred peuples who
spoke the same language and possessed the same social and religious insti-
tutions, By and by, therefore, a national consci arose, and fom d
exy in a national religi ‘The English were at length converted
to Christianity, and the Roman triumphed over the rival Irish bishops. For
the Christianity of the Empire had perished in the wreck of Roman civili-
zation, and its very memory had passed away. In the interesting story of
this period Mr. Green narrates a striking incident in connection with the
conversion of Eadwine, King of Northuinbria, told by Baeda * ** Moved it
may be, by the appeal, or convinced by the long musingsof th  inter-tide,
Eadwine declarcd himself a Christian, and in the spring of 627 he gathered
the wise men of Northumbria to give their rede on the faith he had
embraced.  ‘The record of the debate which followed is of singular interest
as revealing the sides of Christianity which pressed most on our forefathers,
To finer minds its charm lay then, as now, in the light it threw on the
darkness which encompassed men’s lives, the darkness of the future
as of the past. ¢ So scems the life of man, O King,” burst forth an aged
ealdorman, “as a sparrow’s flight through the hall when one is sitting 1t
meat in winter-tide, with the warm fire lighted on the hearth, but the iy
rain-storm without. The sparrow flics in at one door, and tarries for a
moment in the light and heat of the hearth-fire, and then, flying forth from
the other, vanishes into the darkness whence it came. So tarrics for a
moment the life of man in our sight ; but what is before it, what after it,
we know not.  If this new teaching tells us aught certainly of these, let
us follow it.” Coarser argument told on the crowd. * None of your folk,
Eadwine, have worshipped the gods more busily than 1, said Coifi the
pricst, € yet there are many more favourcd and more fortunate. Were
these gods good for anything, they would help their worshippers” Then,
leaping on hors+ back, he hurled the spear into the sacred temple at God-
manham, and with the rest of the witan embraced the religion of the
Kin (pp. 255-56)-

‘The national consciousness, expressed at first in ceclesiastical, soon also
found expression in political forms. In the gth century Ecgberht, King of -
the West Saxons extended his dominion over Mercin and Northumbna,
whoge power as independent kingd was now pletely broken, and
¢« England was made in fact, if not as yet in name.”
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Last year the philosophical world was cclebrating everywhere the
centenary of one of the greatest works in modem philosophy, —the
Cratigue of Jure Reasen by Immanucl Kant.  The cclebration. called forth
a considetable nuinber of works in exposition ar criticism of the ptiloso-
plucal system, which was then evoking the cnthusiasm of its admirers.

down un Bnush soil, England with sts own language, its own Jaws, its { Among the numerous contributions to Kantian literature which appeared
compltte soaal fabne, its system of wllage Ife and village culture, ats | the time it 15 cxtremely gratifying to observe that perhaps nonc have

pnnaple of kinship, 1ts principle of representation. It was not as mere
pirates ot stray war bands, but as peoples aleeady made, and fitted by a
common temper and to draw together into one nation 1n

the days 10 come, that our fathers left their homeland for the land 1n which |
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we live”  (p. 149.) The now people continued as they had been.  The | nterest in such subjects, by severl striking atticles in the Cenodian



