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mon, that a great number of curiaus
nuptial observances yet linger amongst
them, and vary in the différent provin-
ces, aithougli the main ceremonies differ
littie from the Swiss and Spanish eus-
toms, which we have alrcady described.
Among these varieties is one common
amongst the Romans, and stili kept up
by the Morlachians, of presenting thc
bride, after the marriage is consum-
mated, wjth a sieve full of walnuts or
almonds, which she throws amongst the
bystanders, to signify that plenty will
prevail in lier bouse. The Illyrians
usually appear well armed, and have
their bats adorned with peacock's fea-
thers, in compliance wvit1x ancient pire-
judices, on nuptial occasions; and, even
now, bloody encounters arc too common,
when rival suitors insist on sucli trials
of skili. As their wedding lasts several
days, each gucst is daily furnished with
a smaîl tub of watcr, wverewith to 1wash
himself, and ecd leavc.s in the tub some
money for the bride, which thus aug-
ments lier littie dowry of one cow and
lier wearing-apparel. In some districts,
a ridiculous custom is observcd, of thc
parents depreciating their daugliter in
set speeches, before she is c.inducted to
the bouse of thc bridegroom, -.. ho says,
in retura, to the young wifé, IlWelly 1
shall find means to bring you to, reason,
and to begin with you in time. I shall
let you feel the weight of my arm."l He
then pretcnds to beat lier, though this
part of the business is not always con-
fined to a mere form. Another curious
ceremony at Illyrian weddings is during
the wedding-dinner, in the midst of whicb
ail thc compâny risc up, and the bride is
expected to throw over lier liusband's
bouse a cake, made of hard coarse dougli ;
the higher she can do this, thc happier
will tic marriage prove; and if the cake
falis on the other side witlioutbreaking,
it is considered a convincing proof that
she will make a good liousewife. The
firing of pistols is common in these provin-
ces on festive occasions; axid sometimes
for a week before the wedding, tic bride is
expected to, kiss ail tlie men who corne
to sec lier, in token of the regard whicli
slie shail hienceforth feel for the sex of
lier husband; andtlie day of lier marriage
the bridegroom's friends ride forward
and present bier witli a white silk hand-
kerchief, whicli sie returnýs, and the
messengers tien gallop back to the rest
of their party, anongst whom the kerchief
is.divided, and who,raugngthemselves in
a circle,* par*ke *of *refresh ment ami .dît
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the discliargeoffire-arms. Onarrivingat
the bride's abode the attendIant maidens
fasten an apple, encircled with flowers,
to thxe standard-bearer's lance; and, on
reacbing churcli, the bride is the last to
aliglit, thougli she lias the privîlege of
assisting lier father-in-law to dismouint.

Tbe marriage-ceremonies of tie Tyrol-
esc are more interestiug, for tbey are
evidcntly dictated by far truer sensibility.
It is uisual wlien an enamoured swain of
this nation besceches the sanction of his
parents to bis choice, for tliem to reply,
"iGo, earn tliy wife. To be agood father,
a man must bc able to get bread for bis
c1ildr,,n;" anxd fihe youung man dutifully
obeys tbe mandate, the operation of which
frequently bauisîxes Iixin to distant
counitries, wvit!x mercbandise ta dispose
of, or otbier connmissions, entailing the
expenditure of a long î,eriod of time,
much trouble and patience. If, after
this trial, lie liersists in bis constatncy, the
father and son array tliemselves in their
best apparel, and with presents of lioney-
comb, laid on sweet-scnted plants, fine
fruits, and cakes, mnade by soine beloved
sister, tlicy visit the future bride, to
whoin the father says, IlGod bless tice,
lovely girl, wlio remnindest me of the
days of my youth. I bave a son ; lie
loves tliee. WVilt tlxou niake my dccliii-
ing years happy ?1" slie modestly replies,
and the lover is then întroduced, and laya
bis gifts at the feet of lis mothér-in-law,
wlien singing by the young iaidens
present, and a frugal repast, folUoNy; and
in the evening the lover serenades the
fair one for whon Le bas so long wvaited.
Musicformsan important itum iii tbe wed-
ding-day festivities,on whiclx occasion thc
sclioolmaster addresses a conplinicntary
speechi to thc bride, wvlo afterwards de-
livers to bier future spouse the ribbons
for bis garters in token of submission.
lui clxurcb, before tie priest pronounces
thc final benediction, the white-robed
bride and gaîly-decked bridt.groom kneel
to receive their parents' bsug;and
after the niarriage-dinuzxr, tixe lîcad of
the famuly offi-rs up a solenin î,rayer for
thc happiness of tîxe youtig couple, and
as tic eveiiing wears on, dancing hegins,
and the bride, in return for tlicir co>ngrat-
ulations, preseats flowers to ecd of tic
young men; while fie bride-groom, in
like maxîner, gives différent, colored rib-
bons to tht, fair inaidens, %vlio iii tixrn,
have offered Min their good wislies.

It said, and it is greatly to lier eredit,
that, in no country arc matches of interest
Icas cômmon than in Holland. When a


