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ocoasioned. Accordingly, in 1676, M. Filion, then
curé at Sto. Anne, began the construction of another
puilding on.a more advantageous site and imposing
geate, which continued to be the vesoct of pilgrims for
_nearly two Tenturies, when 1t, too, foll & prey to the
tooth of timo and the relentloss severity of Canadian.
winters. The walls began (o «how el ominous signs
of cracking, and the roof of falling in, that a new
church was deemed absolately necessary. As ono
looks upon the prosent olifice, su uncompromisingly
modorn, and, in fatt, garish in both its outward and
“iaward appearance, one cannot help rogrelting that
pomo means wore not founl of presciving the quaint
old-steucture that had been Liatlow ol with the prayers
and praises of many gouerations of worehipers,
Antiquities having a direet rolstion with ourselves are
all foo few on this Western Contincnt ; and even two’
‘conturies suffico to impait & flusve of age which is
vory grateful to those who we weanold with the
universal newness of things. By such, indeed, a slight
soupgon of comfort may be obtuinel at Ste. Anne from
g {iny chapel standing alittle te the loft of the present
church, and wearing a look of age in spite of its
modern architectare, 1hat is somowhat puzzling, until
we aro informed that it was built o1t of the ruins of
the ancient sanctuary.
_ L have already shown thal the fame of Ste. Anne
do Beaupré, although it may be said to have obtained.
its-full propo:tions only within recent days, was well
established from. the earliest period of its history..
Not. contont with zeeking to iuspire in their own
countrymen that devotion tu the patron saint they'.
folt to be her due, the missionaries of those proseiy-
tizibg times were equally anxioas that their dusky
converts thould possess like precious faith, and they
~spread’ abroad her praises with such good effect that™
year after year the Christianizel Talians flocked in .
licreasing numbers to worship at her shrine.




