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Need of Good

Judgment m Farming.

The fatmer must be & reilicune, raasoning man.
He must not jump at condusions, nor blindly
follow precedents, nu mechly believe all he reads o
hears about practical aguiculture.  Valuable asare
the researches, facts aud optinons collectud by farm
journals, they neud to be winnewod m the fauning-
mill of common-sense.  Allowance must often be
made for diversities of soil, (imate, and dircumstan-
ces.  Too many farmers are guded by tradition, and
wedded to long-established usages.  Lven these, al-
though in many cases the result of carcful and often
repeated experiment, nued to be re-investigated and
reconsidered. It isnot well tobe hasty in aban-
doning what has been tested and provid time and
again. Norisit wiseto be tivd to any particular
course of action, kowever much it may be m vogue.
There are certain great minciples which undeilie all
successful farmuing.  These must be thoroughly un-
derstood and vigorously applicd, all arguments to
the contrary notwnithstanding.

One of these foundation prneiples 1s that whatever
is taken from the soil m the form of crops, must be
returned to it in the way of manure of some kind.
Either farm-yard deng, artifienl fertilizers, or the
volatile gases afloal in the air absorbed by the fal-
lowing process, must be given to the land robbed and
exbausted by cropping.  Another great principle is
that the toil and cost of tillage may be leszened, or
at any rate, mere evenly ditnbuted by arciation of
crops. These and snmlar prineiples must be kept
in view, and farm practice made o confoum to them,
or the results will be disastrous,

Certain statements now atloat in the agricultural
papers render these obaervations tunely and impor-
tant. A couple of prommment farmers 1 England
have recently had remunerative sales of standing
crops rased on farms not stocked with flocks and
herds. These estates have for several years past
been devoted to the culture of gramn and grass, and
he products have been sold off and consumed clse-
where without being returned to the land in the
form of manwe. 'lhe wonderful yiclds and high
prices obtained are being  trumpeted abroad, as
though at last a method of profitable farming without
manme had been discovered.  Bat it must not be
forgotten thatthe farms i question have been hiber-
ally dosed with chemicals,  On one of these farms,
in regard to which we havethe details of manage-
ment, artificial manue is applied to the value of £2
or £3 sterling per acre, the principal applicati-ns
consmsting of bone-dust, superphosphate. and guano.
During the season just reported an aggregate outlay
of £1326 was made fur these artificial manures.  Qut
of the total procecds ot the years produce, shich
amounted to the gross sum of £4628, the cxpenses
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cam ‘5 £3185. Thae was a haudoome halance to
the wvod of more than £1100, but st 13 no better than
the average profits of cyually good farming on the
usual system of mmxed huasbandry. Let it not be
supposed from asuperticial perusal of these narrations,
i that a plan has been found by means of which nature
can be caguled mto a y1eld of plenty, without the
ovdinary mvestment of capital and labur. Tt 13 but
: choice of mothods. Mzt farmers heep stoch and
provide a supply of manure by the consamptivn of
f erops on the prommses whee they are grown, Itis
jof course possible to drpense wath the stuch, and
substitute artitical for nawural manure, but manuare
'oi some kind there must be, f a lugh standard of
ieroppng 1s to be mamtamed.

' A French chemist, M. Ville, published a httle
work some years ago, entitled ¢ Iigh Farnung with.
.out Manure,” in which he advoeated the rystam
which has been actually carried out by the two Eng-
lish farmois to whom wehave referred. Asa watter
of experiment, these modes of farming are intcresting
{and useful ; whether it 13 well to subatitute sucha
'style of procedure for that which generally prevals,
'is another question.  There may be farms on which
it may be wise and profitable to pursue such a course,
at least for a tune, but it can hardly be regarded as
farming for the milllon. In the study and imitation
of these examples, theire is large room and fmpera
itive call for that cxercise of independent judgnent
laml strong common sense which it is the object of
 this article to inculeate,
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‘ 1t must be borne in mind also that thoreugh tillage
and clean culture have much to doin securing the
results under consideration  Loug agn agrieultural
,practice coined and made current the maxim, that
“tillage is manure,” and few have any idea how
high a standard of fertility may bereached and main-
tained by thoroughly stirring the soil and keeping it
perfectly clean. Mr. Lawes, of Rothamstead, Eng-

‘laml, has for many years raised an average of wheat
on land simply well and cleanly tilled, which execeds
the average yield of that grain on Canadizn farms
There can be no doubt that a large preportion of the
strength of land is worse than wasted in the main-
tenance of an enormous production of weeds.  Just
to get rid of the~ without any increased use of
manure, would lar. 'y augment the yield of grain
and grass. But nat. - is inexorable and eannot be
fooled by any 1gnong or violation of those laws
which the Creator has ordained; and while mueh may
be done by thorough and clean tillage without
manure, 1t still holds good, that high fertility can
ory be gained by the liberal use of manare, either
natural or artificial. )

As a further illustration of the subjut in hand,
reference may be made to an article now *“ going the
rounds,” entitled ““Rotation nnt a veeessity.” and
credited to a leading agricultural j.urnal. It has
always been maintained by intelligent writers on the

tupic, that the same crop may be raised on the same
lawl yoat after year, if enough fertilizing matter is
given back to the soil.  The diffienity of doing this,
e view of the general searcity of manure, makes it
advisable to hatve a rotation.  We know that market
ganlunurs grow the same vegetables in the same
ground for many years in succession, and often
with iireasingly profitable retums  But they put
ai amount of manure into the soil which quite
stagaers aud astounds the ordinary farmer What
¢ati be Jone under special cronnistances is one thing,
and what it is advisable to do under ordinary circum-
statices 13 anvther.  In casts where manure is cheap
and super alundant, it may be well enough to dis-
pense with the rotation which the hest authoritics
have so long and sv strenucusly urged ; but we con-
fess we do not know of any such cases  Market
gardeners are paid for their large outlay for manure,
by catly crops and sucecssion of c1ops in one season.
Confined in their cperations toa limited area, they
can afford to do that which is often inadvisable if
not smpracticable in a narrower tield, 1t would be
aletre ty preferable, perhaps, if adopting the motto,
“a Ltle faum wddl tilled,” lanl in general were
brought up to the pitch of productiveness attained in
the best market gardens, but this implies a vast
revolut.on, only $o be attained, if cver, incourse of
time , meanwhile, such manuring as is found prac-
ticable, conjuned with a judicions rotation of crops,
will prepare the agricultural world for ¢ the good time
connng.” when farms shall be quartered as to size and
quadiupled as to erops,  There are some good old-
fasliencd ways which 1t 1s s well to persevere in
with constantly mrproving peisstony, and among
them we are mchined to rank manaring and retating,
At any rate innovations en than had better be intro-
dueed with caution, and with eenstant defercnce to
prnciples which are wnchange bl o8 the cverlasting
Inlig, and even more so.

Readmz caneuitural gournals s Lhe listening to
preaching.  No man's o v divit i3 to l> received as
all-sutticient.  There must be wcloction, judgment,

and common-sense in the practical wev and applica-
tion of all teachng.  The standards must be con-
suited, great prineiples must be hept in view, and
conclusions reached aceording to the grand old pre-
seription of Infimte Wisdom :—* Prove all things,
hold fast that which is good.™
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How Diains Acr.—The water which runs into
drams dug w tough clay soil, enters from the sides
and the Lottom, and not from immediately above the
drams.  Tho tougliest clay 1s sufliciently permecable
to water to allow it to pass through readily, and
after the drains have been in operation some time,
regular and permanent water channels becomne estab-.
lished m the sotl leading from above to the bottoms of
the drains. In di ging Araius in tough, compact
clay, namerous small veins of water arc cut, which
show very clearly how readily the water will pass
through such soil as’soon as outlets are provided, The
:\u\-aum§c of the deeper drains is thus explained, and
1t 13 readily scen that their wnfluence «atends further

in proportion to their depth.



