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MR. AND MRS' TANEAKI HARA, OF TOKIO.

of Japan.' Coming of a good family, Mr.
Hara was engaged as a .mine-owner before
his conversion, in 1874, through reading the
New Testament. At his baptism he..waS
asked by the missionary, 'Would you remain
flrm in your allegiance to Christ, even if the
gàveriment should arrest you and eut àff
your head?' Mr. Hara replied, 'Though he
slay me, yet will I trust in him.' Shortly
after .this lie gave up his mnning business In
crder to engage in work of a definitely Chris-
tian character, ,and opened a store for the
sale of bibles and religious books. This un-
dertallingvas instrumental in the wide dis-
seminaton of Christian literature. In other
ways, however, God was going to use bis
servant, and It was through a singular inci-
dent that tihe sphère of future service was
seen' and entered.

In 1883 several members of the Japanese
Parliament were arrested for having offend-
ed the government. Belleving firmly in free-
dom of s"eeh- Mi. Haa piibllshed a pam-
phlet symp'atbizing with the offending Libe-
rails. For this ha was sent to prison for
thrie mnths.

There he met a man who recognized him
as a 'Jesus teacher.' -The- man informed
hlm that he was suffering punishment for a

found that none of them were origi
characters, but that they had fa
their miserable condition through
temptations. Pitying them with
heart, Mr. Hara lost no opportunity
ing them the way of life; and when
came for d s owu release ha had a
of ýduty, 'regarding wÛicb:lie wall
God for .'help and gù'id'ané. At
prayer, he was impressed 'with the
application to himself of the word
te the Apostle Paul: 'Thou shalt b
ness untoall men of what thou hast
heard,' (Acts xxii., 15). Witheut d
notwithstanding opposition on the
friends, Mr. Hara, resolved to ren
worldly ambitions, and give bis life
tian work in the interest of prison

These particulars of Mr. Hara's c
taken from au article in the Febru
of 'The Japan Evangelist,' written
Rev. J. W. Wadman, of .the Method
lishing House, Tokio. Still follow
account we' are reminded of the pr
the government during recent years
ing long-senteiced convicts to the H
in, the hope that their labor. would
the way 'for colonists in the northe
of the empire. In five -large, priso:

r. Hara's mants as mauy as saven.thonsand men bave
ýbeau axiip)loyed 'cttlng-.dor'wn forsts, making.

iza-street, roasi u t d -Hfha..

Jio whon .soea yèars. e! labor lin tba prisons. of!tVie
tào,,whom -ýý- .*

sod'f'ba ÉeHawant at-the raquest of thle gev-
nrnreedt, bo appointed'hl hristian.pas,

heî gospel
tanhator for the prisons 'of the H-akkcaid o;'anam- tiil

t, and he.
.s wol. about a yewaargo ha, toilad with axtraordi-ist would.

Is. he waslhntsuas mn as see thouand e thae

itàa0 trs. ör o ao ntepioso h

Mr. Taneaki Hara, of Tokio. robbery h d committed.
- '~ ' rds:-

('The Christian.') * v

Japan ad. its affaira -engagé a wlde-spread
interest at, tie present tiae.- Politicians
are observing the establishment on an ederf^
growing scale f' Westeii nt in
'the Great Britain of fhe East,' and Chst-a

riead rgrea n pleas o! Cbrlsýt-fal daeply into, bis haxiians are noting the ise and rogress, in
Ing numbers, of religious and philantihropie
organizations. While dispoed to wait with sav h'm. -A few momeuts af t
patience for sme of the many blessed de- arasted and put' l prison. WitI
volopments of Ohristian civilization, we are joy and gratitude 1 begs.ute expia
fnot surprised to hear ocèàsionally of works more fully Vhe story e! the gospel,
giling promise of a speedy fulfilment of short trne hé was souudly convert

great ideals. tus I was oaled tha .Jesus'preach
A few years ago we told the story of Mr. Prison.

Juju Ishii, 'the George Muller of Japan.' That waà the begiuxiing o! a ne

Now It is our pleasure to introduce to notice with Mr. Hum.. Thé officiais allc
another remarkable philanthropist, Mr. ta talkVo tha prisonersavery nigh
Taueaki Hara, o! Telcie,' 'the John Heward ho get into clo oquiarters withn th

N orthern Mesene
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nla to him Uýpon thle daatb. o! the Dimpress Dowa-ger'
and .lu a last yaar, an ImperWa decrea w-as izeued, or-

ed. After demlng the meleasa of several hundreds of
er' of Vie these peor. fellows. Tie joy o! liberty was

but siort-livéd, for, baing outeasts, despised

wcaerand forsaken, the ei'-convicts w-ère witheutW care
.we l means o! support. Mm. Hlara, w-ns residing atwed him Tokio ut tha time; raturxing te Vile capital,

t, and -as' gtha mai remptly found hm eut, aund sougot

thes poor felw.Th o fliet a

h us help and, sfmpatiy. Putting aside is

own work, uther a cnvictios tha d was
callng him te a np w lin f service, Mr.
Hara'looked *aroundi f oar a place*' 0f shelter.
Tokmans ah lveli'hood for the released pri-
sonera.. First, ho. took semae into his own
tmoushold, fon lie welcomd ghty te
ai hundrp In a idda.i rsidane e hisp '
tien o! w-hich«.was placcd at bis disii1osul, by

Sauthorities o! a Mthodiat Eiscopal

calli. hm t ae n got it sttled,.
H yaed and f r alcosh

gnd menVflie~L verled frn thereese ri-

.iousehid, adopanthn wcLomterd iutncs;
SIhn fet, inspred suci influences,- and
I n due course*sorne w-are-baptizad. .More
tian tht, thir ohanged lives preacled e-
quently t relatives and frinds, who is nu-
nierous cases w-are ooavertad nd joined Vile
Christian Chureh. » I the course f the first
gaf te at yaov Mr. Hara hlped.262 pri-

sonars, and w-oan hied ad dafted is pro-
ings into institutions, or placed hem

mong 'frods m cory disbicts, oe kpt
tham tnder supervision, wlvstig rem ltter
and--sexiding them. books. Tilese mýen cxiii
Mm. Hara their father, and lova h m dhoirly.
xInVile words of Mm..Wadman:-

r'Tous grant work basbeae accomplined te
Cally Cad I t c o r
a work o! fait.. Mr. aud Mrs. H ara have
tmade'greant sacrifices, and tolr friaends; l-

manif old - o..
aoluing misensiarles 'and Japries, Chrs-

of teac- tians, nve co-perated witnh thmin etrward-
mg tHia noble faterpris . To quta is

hewse hewa words-"I firnly belev fromMmy Wwn

naly a é'Tisn great wor hias een b accomlishd.

manifold The salvation of Jiesus an save rhem ontire-
r earnest

ly from their sin... The Holy Spirit can meltpersonal down their hearts, no matter ho'w hard. By
s spokan feeding and clothing them I wish to win

seen and their love, and then it is easy for me to lad
eau and them t6 Christ. Preaching la very neces-elay, anid
part of sary, but it Is not all. We must visit the

ounce all poor and outcast; we must go to the prisons,

te Chris- and'lead bad men to true repentance, so' as

ers. . te start them on a new life. This is a great
work, and It brings joy to many sad-hearted

ary Issue parents, brothers, and sisters. Prison re-

by the form is a great blessing te Japan. Our suc-
bytthe ceas brings' lory to Christianity.'

ist Pub-
ing ithat The Government of Japan recognizes Mr.
actice of Hara's important work, and * rendors him
of send- holp In finding suitableemplôyment for ex-
okkaldo, convicts, as'well as searching for thcir rela-*"
prepare tives and 'frionds. A recent undimtàking et

rn island the philanthropist.has been .the translationà
n settl- into Japanese et the reme"kable English


