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The kings and priests of Burma, Siam, and Cambodia send
regular yearly tribute to the To~mple of the Sacred Tooth, and
more or Iess reverence is paid to it in India, Chinu, and Japan.

The queen of ail pa1nms is the Talipot, which for thirty years
from its birthi pushes up its straight white, shining trunk, with its'
crown of dark-green leaves, tili it reaches a height of a hundred
feet or more. Then it bloors-and such a bIoom !-a tail pyra-
midal spike of. white blossoms forty feet abo-ve its crown of huge
green fans, perhaps the noblest flower the worid produces. Each
bloom forms a nuL, and the tree, having scattered its seeds to be-
corne palms in their turn, dies of the supreme effort.
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But the one sg to te feent Lhick., hy grows in coseiy

crowed ogeherthat a cat would find it difficult to find her way
through. They shoot seventy or. eighty feet into the air without,
a break, and then spread out into immense branches of siender
littie leaves that give the appearance of gigantie green ostrich
feathers. As everyone knows, the barnboo is one of the most use-
fui plants that grow in the tropies, and I might fill my book with
a description of ail the uses to which it may be put.
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