
READING AS AN ART.

'nfgs are inflated pour out in one continued
str'eam of sounid, with the mouth kept well
0P-lene,:each vowel sound in succession. The

ýbject of this exercise is to, give a full and
Ure tone to vowve1s, an(I sw.ting the absence

M 1usical tone, it is simiilar to musical
l'lir ntç T .isetk the

'e};71 il , nç, wÉ, ),, and of breath

~îs, s, r,f s, cli, sh, /fh, (in t/un).

i r, as in burr. These letters mnust
sOýjndc not narncd, uinder the following

11ýdittons. ist. When one leUer has been
eetically sounded, let the VOcal1 organs

4M~Ite their previous normal condition,and

the lungs be replenished before the next

en ak up. Attention to these points

eýUre3 the lollowing resuits :thc pupils
acl111re the power~ and habit of full and

te uta nce., and by breathing at

~Pid Control over the breath, so as neyer
h SP eaking, or reading, or singing, to

t Mthe lungs-an indispensable func-
ýý Îdelivery.-These elementary exer-

W ay be complemented by others in

hile classes, of the following kind.
th leter of words bc sounded back-

W licf takes the pupil out of the
tht ag9e of routine, then the syllables, and

tz ewords of a sentence. Iu addition
a si'Se eXercises there rnay occasionally be

41 'r Practice' on monosyllables, begin-
afl ending with the same consonant,

*'Pp0 i' tat, kik, gig,, &'c. These
care simply suggestive, the purport

tjeISd being to secuire a clear and distinct

<ty, and to make it a habit of life.
~t~the pupil is reading a lesson, the saine

4tt 'li rnust be observed to the cornplete
aý e Of every letter demanding sound;

th Careft1l teacher will especially have
%tch laccented and final syllables and

NsCe.The tendency is to pronouince

el h o9nral, spfirit, quarre, firpiarnent,
host of simnitar words as mnis'ra'l',

ternp'ral, sfert, qîuarY, firment, &c.. It
should, in fact, be a standing rUle to makc
the last word, syllable, and letter, be sound-
cd the strongest, as it is now universally
the weakest.

As !iic is a rnost implortant quality of
delivery, the teacher should lead thie pupil
to prolong the sound of those letters, which
tidmit of intoning. The letters adrnitting
this timning or toning are, ni>, n, z, z!,, sh.
and /; and it would he to the advantage of

the pupil to find out the letters rnost and
Ieast susceptible of the toningf himself. In
addition to ail this,when opportuinity allows,
teacher and pupil will derive the highest
advantage, especially if the exercise be done
out of doors, in uttering these sounds with
fullest force of voice, prolonging as on a
grreat shout the vowvels and consonants
adrnitting of it, and expelling the othiers as
biob, did, geg, &c., with energetic and ex-
plosive force.

Tlhe next mechanicai functions of expres-
sion are INFlEý-CTION, piircH and E.MPHASIS,

the last being but a modification of the two
former. It is in correct mnanagement and
application of these most important func-
tions, that the master of delivery displays
his power, and the fascinations of his art ;
and it is the utter absence of these functions
that marks ail reading and public delivcry.
There is in fact, no instruction given in our

schiools, public, bigh, or normal, on the sub-
ject. and teachers, clergymen, and lawyers'
are alike ignorant of the vocal and intellec
tuai principles by which expressive delivery
is secured. The defect and the ignorance
are so general, that those who most need
the power, and l)055C55 it often the least,
seemi to hold Dogberry's faith, that, " to be
a well favoured man is the gift of fortune.
but to write and REAP cornes by nature."

In this ivretched misconstruction of a
delightfuil art, the hope of future reformn stil
lies in the Public Schiool. The teacherwho,
would understand the science cf expres-
sive anvr; ud Icýani L~ the vOcal


