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PickIng Rhode Isanud Greeninge, Beaver Valley, Georgian Bauy Diai. Ont., Average, sux barrels a tres

orgaflization the average f.o.b. price net-
ted is twa dollars fifteen cents a box.

In this connection the question might
be asked whether Canadian growers are
flot rnaking a mistake in retaining the
barrel as the chief package. It would
ser that better prices can be obtained
for bo\ed apples. At present the supply
of boxed apples in the United States is
flot cquual ta the demand, while the in-
quiry for barrclled apples has been
smail .

One af the first difficulties met wvith
in ail cooperative societies is ta find a
way oi paying ench member a fair prîce
for aIl fruit sold through the organi-
zation. Al gro'vers do nat produce the
saine quality of fruit. Some are care-
Iess, some indifferent, wvhilec ahers are
flot content unless they raise really first-
class stuif. If ail sales are poaled the
latter category ai graovcrs naturalîy
suifer and do not receive the extra re-
ward due ta ther.

The anly way out of this difliculty is
ta have ail fruit graded or packed at
central receiving stations, and ta pool
sales af each grade scparately, crediting
each member with thc riumber of pack-
ages of the particular grades dclivercd.
This is a fair way out af the difflculty,
and onc that is flot difficult ta put into
practise, as it merely entails the ser-
vice-s nt the central station af a receiver
who is a good jud-e of fruit (in the case
--viere tbe fruit is put up by the growvcr)
and an' efficient staff of packers for fruit
put up in central stations.

In the case of berries af ail kinds the
numbcr of grades should bc strictly

lirnited ta twva: First-class bernies and
poor bernies.

It is pour policy for any individual,
and much mare so for a large organiza-
tion, ta mnarket paon quality stuff, and
ill berrnes wvhich arc uuot first-class

should L-e sent ta the canning factories.
It will be found that the factaries are
prepared ta cantract wvith large coop-
erative sacieties at much better prices
than wvith individuals, the reason for
this being obvious: They can afford ta
give a better price, as thcy do flot have
ta send round a lot ai men touting for
small contracts among growers. In noa
case should poor fruit be thrown on ta
the market, as it merely breaks the
price and does nat satisfy the consumner.
The general Canadian public is wvealthy
enough and is prepared ta pay a fair
price for goad fruit, but it does flot
require crash at any price.

As regards cherries, there is no par-
ticular difflculty in gnading. They may
be classed convcniently as Nuniber One
Saurs, Siveets, and Number Two Saurs,
Swcets. Samples of the same variety
wvili flot bc faund ta vary grently fram
one archard ta another in the same scn-
son, aîthaugh there may be a good deal
of variation from ane ycar ta another.

It is when wva camte ta apples or
peaches that the real difficulties begin,
since in the case of these fruits the
differences ifi quality frorn anc orchard
ta another are tremendous. Hard and
fast rule.; as regards packing and gnad-
ing musc be made by each arganizatian
according ta the market in wvhich it is
selling.

In the organization of an apple union
the follaoving are the cîxief pointsý, 1;
cmphasized by an exspert from the Iilona
River Valley, 'vhich ire essential for sur.
ccss: The organization must be .a lare
and poliverfui one in command of a wuide
acreage. Thiis givcs the society a large
quantity of apples for sale and enab!e,
it to a certain e\tent ta make its on
price. It is advisable to selI the itli!e
ouitput ta one mnn, or corporation. In
putting up the apples, the packer i% lk
judge and flot the growver. Each pzuckvtr
must be re.gistereci, given a nt--nber. ,tn,
made responsible for grade and pack~
In no case must the packers lxa%ù an%
intercst in the orchards or in the sale ni
fruit.

In the Ilooci River Valley the p.ickc.r.
aIre paid at the rate of thirtv-five cent>
ain hour, wvitJx board ; or if thcy prefer
it, at the rate of seven cents a bo.'>. This
is a good wage, but a gaod class of labor
is reqtàired, as the work is of a respons.
ible nature. AIli members contract to sd~
the wvhole output of their ord iard
through the medium of the union, and
every year they corne in and sign a papa
giving as close an estimate as poqsible.
of the exDected return of each varictv ol
fruit. Tenders for the purchase of the
crop are invitcd on this estimate.

Everv box ai aoplcs delivered by the
Hood River Apple Growers' Union ii
guaranteed truce to grade and ail laivcr5
tiniforrn with the top.

The foregoing simple principles, whith
have been strictly carried out, ba've Mli
for the phenomnenal suiccess of the Hoo
River Union: and ail fruit selliny or-
ganizations which have flot been cqulli
successful shoula apply thle.:e priniple
in the future. It docs flot matter lvd*
ther the fruit is apples, peaches, 0;
othcrnvise. Ali fruit sold must be Zu3r-
antced true to grade and this cannot lbc
done except in the maniner outlined.

TITE IWFST MEI'IODS

Any well mnared organizatiofl w
quîickly discover wvhich n-uthods of sr
ing and packing are the best suitcd t,
its particular requirements. At the sae-
time it would bc a step in advance f«
the fruit industry if ail organi7ati0a'
could ,grec ta a universal sytem d
packing and grading-

There is anc point an wvhich Canadic
growvers and dealers in fruit çrffl t

make a great mistake, and thât is
aver-estimTatiflg the value or larg' frui!

Alarge apple or a large PeC lç7i N
better flavor than a1 mCdium-ý'-c ci
even a small specirnen. Vct in C"nadix
wvholcsale mnarkets ail penches wivl'rh
not attain a1 certain si7c arc Pl" (lut
the number ane class. The qan- y"
a1pplies ta appleS in the manner i- Whi
they are packcd by some of the C 1nadiL
orZz-iniziti)flS. l3etter prices v'ule ~
obtained by thc grower if lesS n1tcnflt0

was paid ta size and more ta quiti.-
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