
TIIE CANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL.

volumo was issued in 1782. Ilis principal work, '' hie 'Task," in
1785. Cowper, in addition to his faie as a poet, is stia to havo
bean the bost of Englishu lctter-writers. He died in 1800, iaving
duîring the last years of lis life, receic'ed a pension of £300 a year.

Have n map of the E.csterni hemciispierc before the chias whcile
stulying thi à poemci. Trace on it thu possessionc of the Ronai
Empiro at that time, about A.D. 0, nuting carfuclly the position
of Gaul, now Franco, wîithi respect to Britaîi- houw separated, and
nt what distance. Give a short accouut of the religions of the Ro-
nans, the Gautls, and the Britons. Statu wly the Romans visited
Britain, in wlat s4tate they found the country, to what extent they
improved it, and why they left it.

Stanzas 1, 10 and il give a vivid picture pf the wrongs the Brit-
islh (uen, Boadicea, suffered at the hands of lier oppressors, lier
superstitious helief in the wisdoi and power of lier cocuntry's gods
and lier bold, dashing valor in war.

Stanzas 2 and 9 represent the aged Druid chief, vith locks long
since silverei, sitting under the scared oak, doubtless witli a inistlc
too growing on it, and receiving his inspiration chielly fron the
sacredness of lis surrounidings, poiriig forth burnincg words of
rage against the enemies of his country, the Romans.

Tho other stanzas are the prophetie wiords of the Sage, whicli are
rondetred doubly solot-ici and awful, being accompanied by the lyre,
a kind of harp which% was ,the peculiar instrument of Apollo, the
presidiig deity of archery, prophccy and mcusie.

British Warrior-queen.--Buddug, whose naie iwas improved by
the Romans into Boadicea (Boadic-a), was the widow of tlie king
of the Norfolk and Suffolk people. She is generally mentionied as
the warrior-queen of Lie Iconii, a tribo inhabitiig the Eastern coast
of Britain in the tino of the Romans. Her husband at his death,
in the hope of saving his kingdon fron oppression, left his' vealth
tothe Roman Enperor, Nero,iidhlis own two daugliters. The Roman
soldiery, takiig advantage of the defenceless condition of the couic-
try, pluindered it unscrupulonsly. Boadicea was scourged, that is
wlipped writh rods, by order of Catus, a Roman oflicer, lier two
dauglters sliaiefully insulted in lier presence, and the noblest of
the Iceni sold as slaves.

Indignant îcien.-Gildasc, who wrote a histry of those times,
calls lier " a deccitful lioncess," and lier peoplo " crafty foxes," but
lie ne doubt ivrote to please the Romans. She wras evidently a groat
lieroine, who being publicly whipped with tLic Romain rods, resent.
cd the wrong and flie cruelty with aIl the indignation of lier fiery
nature.

Goutry's gods.-Tho Druids. The Britois had a strange and
terrible religion, called the " Religion of the Druids." It seonis te
have bean broug-hit over in very early times, fron France, then call-
cd Gaul, and t8 have had iîixed up vith it the worship of the ser-
petit, the sui, the mon, the running streai, and many of the gods
and goddosses of surroundiug countries.

Most of the services were kept secret by the Druids. who pre-
tended to be enchanters, and viho carried inagicians' wands, and
wmore, eaci of themî, about his neck, what hue told the ignorant peu-
ple was a serpent's egg in a golden case. They sacrificed huiain
victims, and on particular occasions burned alive, in immense vick-
or cages, a numcber of men and animals together. They met te-
gother in dark woods, called sacred groves, to instruct young men
in their mystorious art and for imeditation.

Sprcading oak.-The oak was ield in great reverence by the Bri-
tons, and especially one with the sacred mistletoo growiing oui iL.
Wieiiever thce mcistletoo was found oic an oak trou there was a grand
cerenony. A solen procession was formed, two whito buls wero
aacrificed, and the sacred plant cut vith a knife of gold.

Sat the Druid.-Tlie hoary chiof, is here represented as being in
his miost sacred retreat, under the spreading oak.

If outr aged eyes teecp, &Jc.-An admission that gravo wrongs ex-
isted among his people, which even the Druids woro unablo to re-
move.

Re.scntient ties tll the terrors.-Porhaps the resentinent was on
tho part of the queen or the people in net ofering freely enough,
avent their sons and daughters, to thu gods. Or it mcay be that the
rage aid grief in his ownt breast, unfitted himi to have power with
the gods.

.'ome sh.di perish.-A threat, henco shal. incstcad of teill. Thu
Western Roimai Empire feil in 476, and the Easteri morc thant a
thousand ycars later.

Decp iin ruffin as in guilt. Tho guilt was fatchness, hence the ruint
is to bc itimequalled.

Far renowed.-The whole of the then known world, except the
Parthiai Empire, wvas enibraced within the Roman dominions.

Tramples on, a thouc-santd staies.-Rules thei without regard to
justice. At this tine Roine had subdued ail the countries around
the Mediterrtiteanm Sea.

Kiss the groiund.-Bu humbled.
Thte Gaul is at the gate.--No doubt Alaric is menant. H e mas a

Visigoth of noble raco and Christian faith, and was the first to lcad
a hostile force into Ruine, 410. Tho Visigothic cingdomn, at one
tine embraced the who!e of Spain, and all of Gaul south. of the Loire
and west of the Rhonie. The present tense is used here ivitli a future
meiamnug.

Other Romnc.s shall arisc.--Probably the Italians, who excel in
music, sculpture, &c.

Souinds not arms.-Music and the fine arts, net mnilitary glory.
Progenty thal sprinigs.-Ships, built of the English oak.
Thucider-tvings.-Cannon, sails.
Wider wori.-The seas. Perhiaps their possessions and influence

througlout the world nay also bo included. Her Queen is Eru-
press of India, and Britaii lias long sinco becn "Mistress of the
Seas."

Point out lier possessions on the Map of the World and contrast
thei with 'hose of Rone, especially in the sense of being a toider
word. Seo iap of ancient world for the Roman possessions.

Regions CSesar nerer keew.-The now world. Canada and the
United States. This stanza may refer altogother to the United
States ; the hast stanza including ail the colonies.

Eagles.--The egle was an Assyrian symbol. It was adopted by
the Persiat.a and by the Romans. It is also in the Coat of Arms of
thc Uniteci States.

Invincible as they.-Rcferring to the groat strongth and wealth of
the United States.

Bards.-Tho Druids were the priests, teacher-3, historians, and
inusicians or bards.

Fell ilcn, e&c.--Sho perhaps mnisunderstood the prophecy, -.t least
as to the tiime of its fuilfilmenit.

Ruicshed to baitle.- -Boadicea's wrongs roused the Britains. They
rose in all theoir inight and rage. They laid wasto the Roman pos-
sessions in the south and east of Britain and slow 70,000 in a few
days. Thte fates of wvar soon tuirned. 'flic Britains vere defeated,
and 80,000 kclled. The Quecen, overwhelmed with despair, ratier
than fall into tho hands of her ccenios, poisoned ierself.

Rnfas- (Ru!'-yans).--The Queeu's estiniate of the Romans.
Iearea awcards the rengeance.-She 8till lad faith in tho words of

lier gods. The empiro did sufler the vengeance lere predicted,
before its final and hopeless overthrow, fron the Goths under
Marie, the Huns under Attila, the Vandals under Gonseric, and
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