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volumo was issued in 1782. Ilis principal work, *¢T'he ‘Task,” in

~oe 3 (e . N .
1785.  Cowper, in addition tolis fame as a poct, is srid to have

been the best of Euglish letter-writers.  Ho died in 1800, having
during the last yoars of his life, received punsion of £300 a year.

Havew map of the Eastorn hemisphere before tho class while
studying this poen. ‘I'ace on it tho pussessiom: of the Roman
Empiro at that time, about A.D, 60, noting carefully the position
of Gaul, now France, with respect to Britain- how separated, and
ut what distance.  Give nshort necount of the voligions of the Ro-
mans, the Ganls, and the Britons. State why the Romans visited
Britain, in what state they found tho couutry, to what extent they
improved it, and why thoy left it.

Stanzas 1, 10 and 11 give a vivid picture of the wrongs the Brit-
ish queen, Boadicea, suffercd at the hands of her oppressors, her
superstitious helief in the wisdom aud power of her country’s gods
and her bold, dashing valor in war.

Stanzas 2 and 9 vepresent the aged Druid chief, with locks long
since silvered, sitting under the seared ouk, doubtless with a mistle
toe growing on it, and receiving his inspiration chiclly from the
sacredness of his surroundings, pouring forth burning words of
rago against the encmics of his country, the Romans.

Tho other stanzas are the prophetic words of the Sage, which are
rendered doubly solerwn and awful, being accompanied by the lyre,
a kind of harp which was the peculiar instrument of Apollo, the
presiding deity of archery, prophecy and music.

British Warrior-queen.—Buddug, whose name was improved by
the Romans into Boadicea (Boadicé-a), was the widow of the king
of the Norfolk and Suftolk people. She is generally mentioned as
the warrior-queen of the Xeeni, a tribo inhabiting the Eastern coast
of Britain in the timo of the Romans. Her husband at his death,
in the hopo of saving lis kingdom from oppression, left his wealth
tothe Roman Emperor, Nero,nd his own two daughters. The Roman
soldiery, taking advantage of the defenceless condition of tho coun-
try, plundered it unscrupulously. Boadicea was scourged, that is
whipped with rods, by order of Catus, n Roman ofticer, her two
daughtors shamefully insulted in her presence, and the noblest of
the Iceni sold as slaves.

Indignant mien.—Gildas, who wrote a histe~y of those times,
calls her ‘a deceitfu! lioness,” and her people *‘ crafty foxes,” but
he no doubt wrote to please the Romans.  She was evide:tly a great
heroine, who being publicly whipped with the Roman rods, resent-
ed the wrong and the cruelty with all the indignation of her fiery
nature. *

Country’s gods.—The Druids. The Britons had a strangoe and
terrible religion, called the * Religion of the Druids.” Tt seoms to
have been brought over in very early times, from France, then call-
ed Gaul, and t8 have had mixed up with it the worship of the ser-
pont, the sun, the moon, the running stream, and many of the gods
and goddosses of surrounding countries.

DMost of the services were kept secret by the Druids, who pre-
tended to be enchanters, and who carried wagicians’ wands, and
wore, each of them, about his neck, what he told the ignorant peo-
ple was o serpent’s egg in a golden case. They sacrificed human
victims, and on patticular occasions burned alive, in immense wick-
or cages, a number of men and animals together. Thoy met to-
gother in dark woods, called sacred groves, to instruct young men
in their mystorious art and for meditation.

Spreading oak.—'The oak was held in great reverence by the Bri-
tons, and especinlly one with the sacred mistletoo growing on it
Whenever tho mistletoo was found on an oak treo there was a grand
ceremony. A solemn procession was formed, two whito bulls were
sacrificed, and the sacred plant cut with a kuife of gold.

Sut the Dricid.—The hoary chicf, i3 here ropresented as being in
his most sacred retreat, under the spreading oak.

If our aged eyes weep, Le.—An admission that grave wrongs ex-
isted amony his people, which ovon the Druids were unable to re-
move.

Resentment ties all the terrors,—Porhaps the resentinent was on
the part of the queen or the poople in not offering freely enough,
oven their sons and daughters, to the gods,  Or it may be that the
rage and grief in his own breast, unfitted him to have power with
the gods.

Ztme shall perish.—A threat, henco shall instoad of will. Tho
Western Roman Empiro fell in 476, and the Eustern more than a
thousand years later.

Decep in ruin as in guilé.  The guilt was malchless, hence the ruin
is to bo unequalled,

Far renowned.—The whole of the then known world, except the
Tuarthian Bmpire, was embraced within the Roman dominions.

Tramples on a thousand states,—Rules them without regard to
justice. At this time Rome had subdued all the countries around
the Mediterranecan Sea.

Kiss the ground.—Be humbled.

The Gaul is at the gate.—No doubt Alaric is mieant, e wasa
Visigoth of noble race and Christian faith, and was tho first to Jead
a hostile foree into Rume, 410. The Visigothic kingdom, at one
time embraced the whole of Spain, and all of Gaul south of the Loire
and west of the Rhone. Tho presont tense is used here with o future
meaning.

Other Romans shall arisc. —Probably the Ttalinns, who excel in
music, sculpture, &e.

Sounds not arms, —Music and the fine arts, not military glory.

DProgeny that springs.—Ships, built of the English oak.

Thunder-wings.—Cannon, sails.

Wider world. —The seas. Perhaps their possessions and influenco
throughout the world may also be included. Her Queen is Em.
press of India, and Britain has long sinco been ‘“ Mistress of the
Seus.”

Point out her possessions on the Map of the World and contrast
them with those of Rome, especially in the sensc of being a wider
world. Seo map of ancient world for the Roman possessions.

Regions Cesar never Incw.—The now world. Canada and the
United States. This stanza may refer altogother to the United
States ; the last stanza including all the colonies.

Eagles.—The eagle was an Assyrian symbol. Tt was adopted by
tho Persiat:s and by the Romans. It is also in the Coat of Arms of
the Unitea States.

Tuvincible as they.—Referring to the great strength and wealth of
the United States.

Bards.—The Druids were the priests, teachers, historians, and
musicians or bards.

Felt them, &e.—~She perhaps misunderstood the prophecy, ~t least
as to tho time of its fulfilment.

Rushed to batlle, —Boadicea’s wrongs roused the Britains. They
rose in all their might and rage. “They Iaid waste the Roman pos-
seusions in the south and east of Britain and slew 70,000 in a few
days. The fates of war soon tutned. The Britains were defeated
and 80,000 killed. The Queen, overwhelmed with despair, rather
than fall into the hands of her enemies, poisoned herself,

Ruffians~—(Ruf’-yauns).—The Queen's estimate of the Romans,

Heaven arwards the vengeance.~She still bad faith in tho words of
her gods. The ompire did suftor the vengeance here predicted,
beforo its final and hopeless overthrow, from the Goihs under
Alaric, the Huns under Attila, tho Vandals under Genseric, and



