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THE NOR-WESTER.

Carcaxy, Tumspay, Jas. 13, 1885,

- THE McLEOD MEETING.

The threatened “mass mecting”
took place at McLeod according to
announcement like awell conducted
circus. The Gazette comes to hand

__with a_four-column -réeport of the

meeting, which ghat journal de-
scribes as having been a large and
enthusiastic gathgeing. That 1t
was “large ¥ must, we suppose, be
takcn as a numerical fact, and that
it was enthusiastic may be accepted
as an cvidence of the ozone, which
permeates the genial atmosphere
of Mcl.eod ; and from the circum-
stance that the meeting was held in
the Athletic Saloon we may from
similar rcasoning infer that it was
strong even to strength, but the

" “fact that the editor of the Gazette

“took the chair,” shows that it was
a momentus occasion. Asamatter
of course. a hon-political resolution
was the first moved. This was
moved by Mr. C. C. McCaul, a law-
yer and the Secretary of the meet-
ing, and it was as follows :—

T'hat, whereas there ar8 certain matters
of common interest to persons of all parties
in the North- West Territory, which it is de-
sirable should be discussed at this meeting,
aud that such actioun be taken thereon as
may seem proper, be 1t therefore resolved,
““ That vhis meeting shall not be deemed of
political signilicance, or as expressing want
of coufidence in the present Guverument of
Canada, bui that any resclutions which may
be passed. #ffai-be deemed merely as suy-
gestious to FeTGovernment, exoressive of
the wishes of #hi¥tommu:ity, and eutirely
apart from party &onsiderations,”

That was very proper, because
all agitation meectings ha\c made it
xplcsslx their buunu-& to pass
sitmilar
natural fhat=a * mccting presided
over by a chairman who has pub-
licly declared that “ a continual
state of agi*®tion in the North-West

icsolutions, and it was only

1s-ngeessary,’ th:{f the preamble to
B8

the agitating business should begin
with a mosg “eminent fa'sehood.”
The mover ¢f the resolution, how-
ever, took great pains td give Sir
JU!N) ry
‘“tafly,” But he forget to poiiit out
the why and the wherefore of the
agitation, because Mr. McCaul, like
ather North-West l.uv) ers we know
of, has private ends of his own to
Of course, that motion was
carried unanimously ; it always is
The second l‘t'nu.llllifiﬁ; was
by Deputy Sheriff Campbell.

Macdonald plenty of

SCrve,
moved |
We
may remark in passing that deputy
sheriffs in the North-Weést are great
'lyht‘
we have here was Scerctary of

one
the
Agitation howl we had in Calgary,

have |

s

wm.:m

a good resdutxon, for heagam hob!
up serenely as scconder 'to res&u-

tion .number four, the Sesewy

being the mover :—

Resolved, —That the Dominion Govern-
ment be respectfally requested to introduce
sach amendments to the North<Wast Council
giving it foller and larger legislative powers,
similpr to those enjoyed by the several pro-
vinces of the Dominion,”

Some one must have givcn Mr.
‘Campbeli a hint that he had figured
pretty well as a mover and second-
er, as
does no{ bob up again . until the
last of the meeting when he appears
as the mover &f a resolution of
thanks to the chairman with Capt.
Stewart as seconder:

Mr. F.W. Haultain, also a lawyer,
moved the fifth resolution, seconded
by Mr. C. E. Denny :—

Whereas, by the Act amendingthe N. W,
T. Act, 1884, provision is made forws-appeal
from Justices of the Peace to the Stipendiary
Magistrates, but such provision is. in effect
peactically useless; a.d whereas the pro-
yisions of the N. W. T, Act, purporting to
grant an appeal in certain cases from the
decisions of Stipendiary Magistrates are in-
convenient inadequate and practically use.
loss } lni*horo w8, there 18 no provision
made in the said Act for habeus corpus or
certiorari. Be it therefore resolved, That
the Dominion Government be respectfully
requested to introduce at the next session ot
Patliameyt, such measures as may be ne-
cessury ffr the constitution, cs ablishment
and, mamtenance ot a Superior Court of Law,
in and for the sgid territories, witk power to

hear appealggn all civil cases imvolviag a
larger am@mi §200; and also in all
indi table cased] from the decisions of the
Stipendiary Mag strates ; and also® in all
cases from the decisions of any Justice, or
any two Justides of the Peace.

The Gazette reports Mr. Haultam
as having said :— ‘

That, Lbef )re moving the resolation, he
mu-t honestly state his position to the meet-
ing. That he was not at all in sympathy
witn the meeting or its objects, orwith the
substauce of the majority of the resolutions
subm tted to the meeting that evening, That
in his opinion movements, by way of agita-
tion and disturbance, Yere little calculated
to gain the ends in fview. That he felt
bound, in accordance with a pronise already
made, to move the resolution just read, but
wished it to be distinctly understood that
he was entirely opposed to the position taken
up by tne meeting. That he considered it
right to make these statements in order that
his position, if somewhat anomalous, might
at least be considered hounest. He then
went on to ray that the necessity fora Court
of Appeal, both in civil and erimnal cases,
had been long and strongly felt m the
coun ry. W.ta reference to civik business
he pointed out the advantages of having
judgments of single Judges, and verdigts of
juries submitted to the criticism of a Court
With regard to ‘
!aw that the pecple of this conutry had heen

. 0

of Appeal,

and were without tne right of habeas corpus,
rezarded as one of the
most precious prluilezes of British citizen.

which was always

ship. That no matter how unjustiy or how
be deprived of his
r":lltl (‘?

atfairs in a

tlegally a man migh?t

liberty, there was no redress, no

appeal. That such a state of
British possession was 8 most unprocedented
while opposed to the

and unjust, and that,

3
manucr for removiug this anomaly, he ccuid
most heartily and thoronghly

the principle contained iu the resolution,
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the mover and seconder, and chairman, be
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ahey build their" own bndget: Fand
carry on their own local undertak-

ings, without appealing to the Do-| ,
minion.

Capt. Stewart then proceeded to
read a resolution,when Mr. McCaul
said that he claimed the privil
of replying, as Capt. Stewart had
made some very pomted remar

Capt. Stewart’s galhnt defence
was, however voted down by a ma-
jority of 57 to 19, and presuming
that this was the strength of the
Athletic club it shows a total of
eighty-six noses without including
the chairman’s, and the Americans
present appear to -have been sat
down upon by a Mr. Kanouse, if
the following epimde from the
Gasette's report can be depended

upon :—

M. A. Kanouse asked that all preyent frotpq L Blecke
Mr. M

the American side move baok (rom frout’

seats, as they had no right to vote at the

mecting. oy
They didn’t move,

C.E.Denny said. asa questien of noa- voton
had been brought fnrmn'l he would suggest
that, whether Canadisus or Americaus, all
had interests here Many Americans live
here, and have money invested, and they are
interested in seeing the countcy well and
properly goveraed. |

Cspt. Stewart faid, Mr. Kanonse had quali-
fied his statements by saying that, while
they Lad not a vote in the country, they
should be careful.

C. E. Denny. All'nere to-night are me_
of education and brains. (Hear, hear.) No
power was brought to bear to force people to
con.@ to the meecting.

C. C. McCaul weuld be sorry if the Ameri-
cans should withdraw. 1f Americans have
not a vote in the country. they can only
express their views at a mass meeting. De.
plored that the feeling should have been
brought up.

The resolution regarding Dominior rep ro-
sentation was then put to the meeting, and
carried by a vote of 37 to- 7.

The sixth resolution is of a local
significance and is commendable
cnough. It is as follows :—

Whereas, in the opinion of this meeting,
it is advisablgand in the interest of justice
avd equity, that sittings of the District
Court should be held at definite and fixed
periods (so far as possiblg) at the more im-
portant centres, such as McLeod and Cal-
gary, Be it therefore resolved, That thc
Lieut.-Governor-in-Council he respecifully
re juestéd to cause such amendment to the
inttoductien to the civil ordinance, as will
provide for a regular quarterly sittings ot
the District Court ‘at these points for the
trial aud determination of any pending
actions ; and also for a regular monthiy sit-
tings of the said Court, for the hearing of
motions, settling of issues between partiesto
actions, and other interlocutory applicatious,
trial and determination of
ready for trial, in
which a jury siall not have been applied for
or ordered.

The last
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Whereas, by the provisions of the Northe
West Territonies Act, re!
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temptation Lo uuserupu ous persons to com-
mit perjury, and-much injustice has been
Be it therefore resolved, That
in such cases the iformer should not fw o
t1 led to any share in any pecuniary penalt
mfhicted 3 and that no conviction should be
made upon the evidence only of such inform.
er 3 but thut in all cases, the evidence of an
idormer shonld-require 0 be corroborated
by thatol at least one other credible wit.
1] t'.l M,

commitied,

This the report says was carried
unanimously.,
® . 5
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