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A LITTLE SERMON there is no such thing as absolute greatness, and thrown up an embankment surmounted by 

_ Caesars figure looms up large' against the a rough stockade. On their right was a piece
r ’tF i° 6j 0r<<Tr (ans iipoti the Resur- background of ancient history, but when the of marshy ground, which rendered their posi- 

rection, Raul said : If in this life only we record of his achievements is compared with tion safe. On the left thé King’s house guard, 
have hope in Christ we are of all men most that of others, they do not appear superlative- the very pick of his troops, men clad in full 
miserable. 1 he Apostle was speaking for ly great. Lincoln’s career was pivotal ip the armor and wielding huge battle-axes, were sta- 
himself and for those who held the sam faith history of his country, but one can hardly say tionedi The rest of the. field was occupied by 
as «<* eeternng to copie that his influence was much more than local, masses of rustics* armed with whatever
who today; profess to be_ Christians. Much We know very much more of LincOln-as a man weapons .they could secure, a badly organized 
fruitle^eontroversy has arisen out of the prac- than we can hope to know of Caesar; but we body, indeed, to defend a King's claims to his 

/ tlce followed by certain divines of reading the must not, in comparing him. with Julius Caesar, kingdom. William led the f lower of his Nor- 
statemehts tirade "by Paid in his Epistles as lose sight of the very different conditions man knighthood against the centre of Harold’s 
though^ they were necessarily applica- under which they tfvdil-j’flPhs qualities, .which position. It was a spirited assault. At the 
hie to all persons who have lived made Lincoln great, wdtild have been ineffi- head of the charging host was Taiilefer, the 
since his time. When the Apostle used cient in the days of Caesar. There would have minstrel, chanting the Song of Roland, in 
the expression above quoted he must be as- been no place in the United States In 1861-65 which were recounted his deeds at Ronces- 
sumed to have reference to the, Christian for a man of the type of the great Julius, valles. It was Taitiefer who struck the first 
Church as it was then, not to what it is now. Therefore to reach a conclusion that can be blow on that memorable day, and he it 
In his day it was the reverse of respectable to regarded as satisfactory in regard to the rela- whose life-blood first flowed on that fateful 
be a Christian.1 His Grace of Canterbury,.His ti,ve greatness of the two men may be set down field. The-English peasantry made * splendid.

” Holiness of Rome" may be the legitimate -5uc- as impossible. We may, perhaps, be able to resistance' and drove back their Assailants.
, cessors of the Apostles, but they occupy a convince ourselves, but to convince others is Again and yet again was the attack repeated, 

vastly different social position from that in another matter. ’ each time with the.same result. The fortunes
which the latter passed their, lives. But with- In late years there has been à disposition of the day seemed to be against William, and
out referring to those high ecclesiastical dig- to magnify the greatness of Lincoln. 'Bis a cry went over all the field that he was dead,
nitartes,. let us fancy a tnpdern preacher ad- secretaries, Hay and Nicolay, in their monu- Hearing it, he snatched his helmet from his 
dressing a modern congregation in one of our mental biography, do nof picture a man of head, and crying : “I live; and by God’s help 
fashionable churches and telling them that if foresight and determination. They rather give I will conquer yet!” led a fresh assault. This 
he and they had hope in Christ only in this us the picture* of one who went about the dis- time he charged directly upon the ground 
life, they are of all men most miserable. His charge of his duties from day to day with a surrounding the standard of the King. He 
hearers would question his sanity, for they degree of caution, which at times resembled was thrown from his horse, but springing to 
would know perfectly well that, if death ends nervous fear. The one quality which stands his feet, struck down the King’s brother with 
everything, they would be far from being in out supreme in their delineation of him maybe one stroke of his mace. He again mounted a 
any such deplorable state* We suppose, thts called the courage of his conscience. IJe never horse that was close at hand, but this was 

■ average Christian Church today is not ma- flinched from doing what his conscience told killed under him. Once more he mounted, but 
terially different in the character of its mem- him he ought to do. Hannibal Hamlin was only after he had fought with the man whose 
bershfp from the Church at Corinth to which vice-president at the time the Emancipation steed he demanded.
Paul was writing. ' Some of the members-of Proclamation was signed, and was with the assault failed to dislodge the sturdy English- 
our modem churches are good; some are bad; President at the time. Describing the inci- men, and William had. recourse to strategy, 
some are indifferent. The same thing was dent, he gave a glimpse of Lincoln’s charac- He ordered a retreat, and when the English 
probably true of the Church at Corinth. If it ter, which did not suggest personal greatness, sallied from their entrenchments in pursuit, 
was not, a good many things which Paul and yet, if we judge of the act by its results, he called on his troops to renew the assault, and 
wrote to. them would doubtless have been left it was a great act, sufficient of itself to give they found the disorganized enemy an easy 
unwritten. But there was this distinction . the man who did it undying fame for great- prey. Meanwhile Harold held his position, 
between the membership of the two churches : ness, because it is by their acts only that we which was on the spot where the great altar 
The Christians of today are as a rule in easy can judge of men’s claims to greatness. But of Battle Abbey was afterwards erected. Night 
and comfortable circumstances ; the Christian5 he "had other claims also, and may very proper- was coming on and" there seemed every pros- 
of Corinth- were as a rule outcasts socially ly be assigned a very exalted place among the pect that when darkiteqs came the fate of the 
and subject to more or ‘ less persecution, world's leaders; kingdom would be' tVritiecided; but William
Therefore to them it would appear only too Here follows a list of some of those upon ordered his archers, to the front, and they
true that if their hope in Christ meant noth- whom the title "Great” has been bestowed, rained arrows upon the group of soldiers who
ing to them in a future life, they were of all with the date of their death : stood around the King. Just as the sun was
men- most miserable, for they had sacrificed ■ Alexander of Macedon, 323 B. C. -setting a shaft piercdd Harold’s eye and he
everything of temporal value to accept this Alfred of England, 901 A. D. fell dead upon the well-fought field. His body
promise of,happiness in a world ,to çomç. Antrocljus of Syria, 187 B C ft Dragon of Wessex toM her that there were ferions prêpar-

Such is the perversity of the human mind Catherine of Russia, 1796 A. D. 4nd the Royal Standard, and over it there was , • , Kaihev: had crent from
: that,many people havp taught that we must Charlemagne, 814 A. D. a fierce struggle, but",when darkness came the . ■ & A' hi hest tower to look out
à be miserable in this we txpe£t t<5 enjoy Constantine of Rorhe, 337 A. D. ? ,> ... retenant -of the Engl^h force forsook jjje,...«non-the 1»tv It wal nish't. and every house
f happiness in. the next, lul-tHfe/juktrfy thVir ' Cyrus df'Pérsià,-529 B C ^ ‘ .' Md. William forthwith advanced on Lon- ^“ablÜe with S S thf sS Were
A teaching by- reference to such quotations as Darius of Persia, 486 B. C. don, and burned the suburb of Southwark in ®

that given above. Now Paul did not say: Be- Frederick 06 Prussia, 1786 A. D. order that he might strike terror, into the
cause we have hope in Christ in a future life, Frederick William -of Prussia, 1688 A. D. minds of the people. |¥)pt they were not pre-
we must be miserable Fri this one. Probably Gregory, Pope, 604 A. D. pared to yield, and it Was oiiiy when the great
he was a man into whose" soul" few rays of Herod of Judea, 4 B. C. earls found their es fetes in danger from the
sunshine ever foimd th^ir way..It is difficult Ivan of Russia, 1050 A.-D, Normans,, who were advancing into the heart
to imagine him; indulging..m aijitearty laugh ; John of Portugal, 1433 A. D. of the côuntry, and therefore withdrew their
it seems impossible that he ever fiad either Mithradates of Pontus, 63 A. D. forces from the defence of the capital, that the
time or'ihejihatiomfor pleasure. He was filled Mohammed of Turkey, 1481, A. D. Londoners consented to receive the invader.

' withj-a deep-sense of duty. He was inspired Peter of Russia, 1725 A. D. On Christmas William was crowned at West-
by tj)e conviction; that hp had' been set apart Pompey of Rome, 48 B.. C. minster,
for a great-work. He consecrated all the pow- Rameses of Egypt, 1300 B. C.
ers of his mind and body to the task he had Theodoric, a Gothic king, 526 A. D.
undertaken. Speaking in a reverent sense, he To only one man has the title “Very
had staked all lupon the truth of the Resur- Great” been given, and, inded, it by that title
rection. If there was nothing in that, then alone that he is referred to in history. Akbar,
there was nothing in life to him. But nobody emperor of Hindustan, the mightiest of the
in these days takes such a position. ' All Chris- Mogul sovereigns, is meant. The word “Ak- 
tians accept the doctrine of the Resurrection, bar” means very great, and it was not his 
possibly not all exactly in the same sense, but actual name, but only a title bestowed upon 
all in one sense or another. They are not him because of his wonderful achievements, 
forced to sacrifice anything because they ac- No monarch ever accomplished more. As a 
cept that doctrine. They may be diligent in soldier ho was conspicuous for valor and mili- 
businèss and surround themselves with com- tary skill, and his conquests were very exten- 
fort ; they may marry happily and bring up a sive. As an administrator he displayed con- 
family, of children; they may take part in the spicuous wisdom and won a reputation for 
affairs of state ; every avenue of life is open justice and kindness that has never been sur- 
to them! That they have hope in Christ in passed. As a scholar he was among the first 
another .life is not only not a barrier to their of his day. As a man he was temperate, gen- 
prospeçts of rational happiness in this world, erous, tolerant of the views of others. As a 
but ought to make their happiness more real social reformer, he has few equals and no su- 
and enduring, because they feel that it will periors. He was undoubtedly one of. the 
continue in a more exalted condition in the greatest of men. 
future. The point of this sermonette is that 
it is not necessary for good people to be dole
ful now, because the early Christians would 
have been most miserable H it were not for

the North, who are working side by side to His father, the Maharaja, had died. The night 
build up a great nation. The descendants of of the day upon which the charioteer "had de- 
the Visigoths are not yet united with us, and livered his son’s final farewell- messages to 
perhaps they may never be, for it is not cer- him they had found his dead body in the 
tain that they are of our family. But surely chamber of Kausalya, and the latter lay by his 
the story of these peoples is more wonderful side in a deep swoon. Bharata wâs greatly 
than any romance that was ever penned. grieved, for he had Ipyed his father, but he

displayed far deeper emotion When he learned 
of Rama’s exile and the reason for it. He 
quite refused to accept the dignity the old 
Maharaja had desired to confer upon him, and 
vowed that as soon as the period of mourning 
was over he should go to the jungle and seek 
out Rama and Sita and bring them home to 
rule over their rightful kingdom- The follow
ing description of the funeral is from 
Wheeler’s “India,” and is interesting, as it 
gives an insight into the customs which pre
vailed in India 3,000 years ago, customs which 
have changed but .little since :

“Bharata -placed the body upon a litter and 
covered it with garlands and strewed if round 
with insense. All this while they cried aloud 
with mournful voice : ‘O Maharaja, whither 

factions of the House of Histanipur had taught ar^ thou gone?’ The sad procession moved 
the country the horror of family feuds. In from the royal palace to the place of burning 
the narrative which the epic embodies we have without the city. The bards and musicians 
as one of the salient features the loyalty and marched in front. Next the widows appeared 
affection displayed towards one another by the on foot, screaming and wailing, with their

long, black hair dishevelled upon their 
Dasartah, Maharaja of Ayodhya, a large shoulders Then came the litter, borne up by 

territory on the northern bank of the Ganges, Lroyal servants, witlro Bharata and his
had three Ranis, or wives. The story is con- bro}h%s holdlnS t0 }he bac^ .
cerned with Rama the son of Kausalya, the 1)ed {ang q{ whjte hair were k t ^oving
first and chief wife, and Bharata the son of tQ sweep away the flieSj the sacred fire was 
the youngest and most beautifui of the Rajas kept constantly burning. Other servants fol- 
queens, by name Kaikeyi. Rama was married lowed in chariots, distributing alms and funer- 
to Sita, a lovely and charming girl, the daugh- al gifts among the multitude. In this way 
ter of a neighboring Raja. He was the idol of! the procession reached Aie bank of the river, 
the people and favorite with his.father of all The body was placed upon the funeral pile of 
his sons. When the time arrived for the ap- fragrant woods. Animals were sacrificed and 
pointing of a Yuva-Raja (young Raja), the placed about the dead body together with 
old Maharaja named Rama as his successor, heaps of boiled rice. Oil and clarified, butter 
and there was . general rejoicing throughout werfe P°ured uP?n the wood, and incense and 
the Raj. Kaikeyi had alone been kept in ig- Pe.rfumf,s of vanous kinds Bharata lit the
norance for fear lest her jealousy be aroused Plle wlt-h a “rch" *

, , . • , •. . ,1 „r f.,- mourners performed the rite of water. Bhar-
S .Btarït» as r.Æ“* was ~ ■* «-* .*».and
aealousl, guarded and kept within the harem 0f'£ Maharaja' Tht
upon one pretext or another, until it should be • J • ,

a û r l 4. • ■ mi_____u 4.u„ done, the mourners returned to the city, andtoo late forherto interfere. Through the in- Bharata continued to mourn for ten y’days>
- strumentahty of one of her waiting ma.ds she ^

learned the secret, however. The girl had pyurifiedPhimself) offered the fierai cakes, and
on the fourteenth day went to the river, where 
he collected the relics qf the funeral pile and 
threw thém into„"the. Skcped stream.”

■ >

The Birth of the Nations
XVI.

(N. de Bertrand Lugrln.)

THE HINDUS

II.—The Ramayana
The Sanscrit epic Ramayana is of more 

recent daté than the Màha-BHarata, having 
been written about 3000 B. C., and it gives 
evidence of a more advanced state of civiliza
tion. The terrible warfare between the rival

was

sons of the rival Ranis.

The white

But even this furious

{ 0-
full of hurrying people, preparing for the mor
row. Country folk were driving into the city,
their carts laden with flowers, which (at dawn “History and Art.”—The beauty of ancient 

".would strew the streets. There was the sound Greece has held the Western world for cen- 
of music in the air, the tinkle of the tambor- turies, and its grip is today as strong, as ever, 
ines, the clash of the cymbals, an occasional The most recent study of what we have come 
blast from a trumpet. A general air of im- to regard as the paradise of art and grace is 
pending festivity prevailed. “AVhat does it Professor Allan Marqtiand’s scholarly work on 
mean ?” asked the Rani, suspiciously. “What its architecture. It is one of the Macmillan 
is about to happen of "which I have been kept Handbooks of Archaeology and Antiquities, a 
in ignorance ?” “Tomorrow they inaugurate series which now numbers eleven important 
Rama as Yuva-Rajâ,” whispered the slave-girl, contributions to our knowledge of ancient art 
and Kaikeyi screamed and staggered back at and life. 3
the words, her face blanching with anger. Professor Marquand, who hoi Is the chair 
Flying down the stairs and through the wind- art and archaeology in Princeton, has gone 
ing corridors, she reached her sleeping apart- jnt0 his subject with the thoroughness of a 
ment, where she flung herself prone upon the scholar and the love of an enthusiast. Greek 
floor, tearing off her jewels and covering her Architecture considers every aspect of Greek 
face with her hair. The Maharaja was sent building, the practical as well as the artistic, 
for, and came trembling wit.i fear, for he although by careful condensation and selec- 
worshipped his youngest and loveliest and tion the author has been able to keep his ma- 
least worthy wife, and dreaded to anger her. terial within the limits of one octavo volume 
So impressed was he by her grief, so irresist- 0f convenient size. Nearly four hundred iltus- 
able was she in her supplication, that the old Orations emphasize the text and make the 
man, against his better judgment, agreed to 
all her selfish and heartless demands. He 
promised that Bharata should be made Yuva- 
Raja, and that Rama should be sent into exile 
for fourteen years.

The next morning, when Rama was called

BOOK REVIEWS.

Who were these Normans who had thus 
possessed themselves of England, and brought 
with them a language and customs very dif
ferent from those of thé conquered land?
Their name indicates their origin. They were 
men from the North. Some uncertainty at
taches to their origin, but the best evidence is 
to the effect that they came originally from 
Norway, being led to seek homes in Southern 
Europe, partly through love of adventure and 
partly because the land of their origin was too 
inhospitable to be able to support the natural 
increase of population. The migrations of 
races from the North, which took place in the 
early centuries of the Christian Era, form one 
of the unsolvgd and apparently insolvable 
problems of history. We said, when consider
ing the great battle of Hardrianople, that the 
Visigoths were supposed to have come from 
homes somewhere on the shores of the Baltic.
In the sketch given not very long ago of the 
career of Charlemagne, the uncertainty as to 
the origin of the Franks was touched upon.
They seem to have been of Northern origin.
Some writers contend that the Saxons, the 
Jutes, tlj.e Angles, the Danes, the Normans 
and, the Franks were all branches of the great 
Scandinavian family, and that possibly the 
Visigoths were of the same origin. If this is 
the case, we find England, France and Spain 
all occupied by this same masterful branch of 
the humap race; but without taking so wide 
a view of the case, it may be mentioned that 
England was the meeting ground of the most 
adventurous of! five members of this group.
First came the Saxons and the Angles, and 
with them the Jutes. The name of the latter 
survives in Jutland, a part of Denmark, that 
of the first named in the Kingdom of Saxony, 
and that of the last in-England itself. Then 
came the Danes, who in their turn became for 
a time masters of the land. Last of all came 
the Normans. Thus on the soil of England, 
which the blood of these people of the same 
stock reddened in many a conflict, they were 
reunited to form the English race. Let us fol
low the evolution of history a little further.
More than five centuries after William’s vic
tory at Senlac, adventurous Norman sailors back by the charioteer to their father. They,
found their way across the Atlantic and laid determined to lead the life of religious. dev
in the St. Lawrence valley the foundations of otees, and clad themselves in the bark of trees
New France, settling it with people in whose and went barefoot even in the jungle, sleeping
veins the blood of Norsemen and Frank blend- in huts of wood and leaves, and eating only *' 
ed. A century rolled around, and the descend- what the country afforded them of honey, The more we sacrifice in behalf of any cause 
ants of the Saxons, Jutes, Angles and Nor- fruit and game. the dearer it becomes to us.—N. Meloy.
mans wrested New France from its possessors, Meantime Bharata, who had been absent ------
and after another century had elapsed, the from Ayodhya for some days, and who knew. He who reigns within himself and. rules pas-
Dominion of Canada was founded, and here nothing of the state ol affairs, in thÿ Raj, re- sions, desires and fears, is more than a king.___
is the meeting groundtif all these children of turned to his home, to be met'with..sacj news. ,. Âîîjtpn.. =

work as attractive as it is Useful.
Designed for the general public instead of 

the scholar, and dealing not. with the great 
triumphs of man’s artistic sense and the flower 
of culture, but with fierce struggles in the 
virgin forest, with the crude, rough’strength of 

to the palace, he came joyfully enough, anti- pioneers, The Story of the Great Lakes is in 
cipating glad tidings, but he found his father striking contrast to Professor Marquand’s 
•prostrate with grief, and Kaikeyi, cruelly Work. In it Professor Edward Charming, of 
triumphant, told him what fate had in store 
for him. He had been trained by the Brah-

o-
Harvard, and Miss Marion Lansing have made 
a notable addition to the series of Stories from 

mans, and though his heart almost ceased to American History, of which it is one. It is a 
beat when he fully realized the portent of her taje to maice every American’s heart thrill with 
words, he said nothing at all, nor let his face pride. Since the days when La Salle and 
betray his outraged feelings, but calmly pre- Champlain first explored their shores, these 
pared to carry out the commands of his 
father.

SENLAC

The battle of Senlac, usually spoken as the 
their hope of immortality. A cheery smile is battle of Hastings, was one of the most im- 
not a badge of evil ; -laughter is not a. sign of portant in history, so far as its political ef- 
inward .wickedness. The Creator is not 
mocked "when we dérive pleasure from the 
works of "Has hands. -, We do, not ad<E to" His 
glory bÿ Jong faces and doleful sighs.- It is 
doubtless wrong to say: “Let us eat, drink 
and be merry, fo^r tomorrow w,e die”; but it 
is not -wrong; to say, Let us eat, drink and be 
merry, fpr-tomorrow we -live and shall con
tinue to live ; for then, perhaps, we will learn 
that we should eat, drink and be merry with 
the consciousness that when we do so, we 
are shaping our lives in this world and that 
which is to come. Much of the evil that is in 
the world today comes from the fact that over- 
zealous religious teachers have branded many 
things, innocent in themselves, as essentially 
wicked, because they thought a modern Chris
tian must be miserable in this, life for the 
reason that the primitive Christians, living in 
the midst. of heathendom, were, in temporal 
matters, “of all men most miserable.”

fects are concerned, although the number of 
men engaged on either side was nqt large in 
comparison with those engaged in the great 
epoch-making struggles referred to in previ
ous articles of this series. King Harold as
sembled fiis fôrces on thé height called Senlac, 
and it was there he was attacked by the in
vader. The fight took place chiefly on the level 
ground now occupied by the town of Battle, 
Harold had just come from a successful effort 
to drive away the Norwegians, who had landed 
on the Yorkshire coast, marching with all pos
sible speed in order to check the ravages of 
William, who for two weeks had been harass
ing the country around Hastings. The Nor
mans landed at Pevensy on September 28, 
1066, and, as the custom of that time was, 
proceeded to lay the country waste. William 
intended to march upon London, and he ex
pected that some of the great nobles would 
espouse his cause ; but Harold moved with 
such celerity that the invader realized that he 
must chance all upon the issue of a single 
battle, and that this must be fought without a 

A correspondent writes from Ireland for an day's needless delay. Therefore the English 
article that will enable him and others to form King had scarcely taken up his position before 
some estimate of the relative greatness of the Norman Duke advanced to the attack. 
Julius Caesar and Abraham Lincoln. Ùrifor- It -was on October 14 that William led his 
tunately there is no standard of greatness'by troops out ©{ Hastings towards the Height of 
which men can be compared. We form dur1 "Senlac. -#he.’distance is about eight miles, 
estimates according to our own ideals, - The iMiglish forces has hastily dug a- trench

wide inland seas have been the theatre of 
strife, adventure and daring. The winning of 

Frenchmen and, later Eng-The scene between Rama and his mother, them from Indians,
Kausalya, was pitiful in the extreme, not only lishmen is a proud chapter in Americari his- 
was the Rani’s heart almost broken with grief, tory and the authors of this book tell it well, 
but her pride, erstwhile in the ascendant, was It is hardly, however, an elaborate, forma! 
humbled to the dust. She implored Rama to let history that we have here. “No minute and 
her accompany him, but he told her sternly exhaustive chronicle has been attempted in 
that she should put her duty to her husband this volume,” says the preface, “but important 
first and remain faithful to him until events, with the customs and life of each 
his death, in spite o{ his apparent unfaithful- period, have been brought together and pre- 
ness to her, sented. Changes have come with such

But when Sita, Rama’s young wife, clung rapidity that the conditions of fifty years ago 
to him and entreated him by his love for her seem remote today. In this swift progress.the 
to let her accompany him into the jungle, he heritage of the past must not be forgotten, 
could not find it m liis heart to refusé her. The picturesqueness of the early life, the Cour- 
The two departed together and. were carried age and hardihood of the explorers and set- 
in the Maharaja’s chariot to the limits of" the tiers, and the tales of thrilling adventures and 

\ Raj, from whence they sent loving messages noble deeds should be treasured.”

If you have friends in adversity stand by 
them.—Dickens,COMPARATIVE GREATNESSV
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