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THE COURT MARTIAL.

The decision of the court martial in the
cage of Captain Lambton and Staff Com-
mander Bawden, must strike any one who
has followed the proceedings of the court at
all carefully and intelligently, as being a
very extraordinary one.

The evidence showed in the first place

that the rock or shoal on which the ship
struck was not marked on the chart; that
the chart, in fact, not only gave no indica-
tion of its presence, but that it led the
navigator to believe that a ship of much
greater draught than any afloat could pass
over the spot in which it is situated with
perfect safety. Captain Gaundin, who is
an experienced navigator, had not the
faintest suspicion that any danger lay in
the course which the Warspite took. It
was shown in evidence, too, that every man
was at his post faithfully performing the
duty assigned him when the ship struck the
hidden rock. One man was in the very act
of throwing the lead when the ship struck.
Chis leadman said that he got no
soundings at ten ~ fathoms up and
down, with sixteen fathoms. Another leads-
man said ‘I was getting eight fathoms up
and down, tweniy fathoms of line out.”
There was therefore no warning of danger
either from the chart or the soundings. - It
was made clear at the trial that every pre-
caution was taken that could be taken to
avoid danger, and if the harbor was as the
chart showed and the soundings indicated
the Warspite would have reached the
anchorage ground in perfect safety.

But the court martial decides that Cap-
tain Lambton was in ‘ default” in not
observing the rule laid down for the guid-
ance of the officers navigating ships in Her

Majesty’s service, which says ‘‘A wide|],
Primate of All England for many genera- -

berth should therefore be given to every
rocky shore or patch, and this rule should
be invariably followed, viz., that instead of
thinking a coast clear, unless it is shown to
be fcul, the contrary should be assumed.”
But every one must see that the direction
to give ‘‘ every rocky shore ” a wide berth
is one that must necessarily be taken with
many reservations. What is a wide berth
in one place may not be a wide berth
in another, and there are sitnations
-when a navigator,r so far from
giving a rocky shore a wide berth, must get
a8 close to it as he can with safety. The
story of Scylla and Charybdis is not alto-
gether a fable, and it may so happen that
in giving a rocky shore a wide berth the
navigator may run into a greater danger
than the one he is trying to avoid. In the
navigation of natrow channels and in enter-
ing harbors even a landsman must see that
this rule cannot apply.  There may be situ-
ations, and no doubt are, where safety is
nosr the rocky shore, and danger among
the tide rips and shoals at a distance from
it.
It is somewhat singular that witnesses
were not examined as to_the greater safety

of a course farther from the shore than that

which the Warspite took—about a quarter
of a mile. Capt. Devereux, who is known
on the Pacific coast to be a skilful as” well
as an experienced navigator, in his evi-
dence, in reply to the question, ¢ What is
the nearest distance from Middle point that
you would consider it safe to take a ship ?”
said : ““Before I saw that rock on which
the Warspite struck, I would have kept
within a cable of it without hesitation.”
Where then was. the default? When
Captain Lambton in entering a harbor fol-
lowed the course which the chart showed to
be safe, and which an old navigator who

knew the coast well believed to be safe, |

and when he took every precaution on
board his ship to ensure safety, how can he
T bly be blamed? It seems to us
that, basing their reprimand on a rale
which, under the circumstances, did not
apply, the conrt martial showed a want of
judgment that was not to be expected of
men in their position.

That there was blame in the matter, and
very great blame, is easily seem. It, how-
ever, does not lie at Captain Lambton and
Staff-Commander Bawden’s doors, but at
that of the man who drew up the chart and
declared that the whole coast line of
Vancouver Island had been ‘‘accurately
surveyed.” When a shoal which is, as we
learn, nearly one acre in extent, at the en-
trance of the best anchorage ground of a
long stretch of coast, is left unnoticed
and, of course, unmarked, can that survey,
with any approach to truth, be pronounced
accurate ? This season, too, the Quadra
ran aground on a shoal where the Admiralty
chart showed eleven fathoms of water.

It is to be hoped that when this matter
of the damage done to the Warspite is in-
quired into the true cause of the disaster
will be ascertained and measures taken to
make the navigation of the waters of Brit-
ish Columbia safe, not only to ships of war,
but to craft of all kinds.  The charts that
are sanctioned by the Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty ehould be thoroughly
accurate. .

MR. GLADSTONES LECTURE.

Mr. Gladstone recently delivered a lecture
at the Sheldonian theatre on ** Universities.”
The lecture, of course, contained as much
elcquence as the subject permitted, but we
gather from -the gotices we have seen of it,
that it was chiefly remarkable for the re-
search it displayed. The lecture gave
evidence that it was the product of much
labor, and the wonder was how a man
immured in affairs, as Mr. Gladstone has
been, and baaring the weight of more than
eighty years, could find the time, even if he
possessed the energy, to compose such a
discourse. The  Times’ editorial on the
lecture contains the following passage :

It was a remarkable performance in every

| to say a good word for Judas Iscariot.

way; it would indeed be phenomenal in the
case of any other Prime Minister than Mr.
Gladstone, But from him the world seems
to expect these excursions into sirange
fields, these wanderings in the wilderness,
At eighty-three it is not enough for him to
have been suddenly called to govern the
greatest empire in the world. It is not
enough for him to be placed in power with
the self-appointed task of remodelling the
Constitution of the United Kingdom. . That
is merely a by-work. 'We assume that the
details of it proceed as smoothly and
a8 regularly as of : that the
Cabinet boxes go down to Hawarden
and come back again with per-
fect punctuality :  that the daily and
hourly decisions which a Prime Min-
ister has to take are taken and duly
communicated to those whom they ma
concern. ' In addition to all this Mr, GIMZ
stone lightly undertakes a task which no
other Prime Minister of modern times ex-
cept, perbaps, Mr. Guizot, would have
dreamed of undertaking ; and Guizot him-
self would have shrunk before the immensity
of the subject. For the literature of Uni-
versity history has, of late, assumed traly
vast profortiou, an idea of which can be
gathered from such a sample as the set of
publications of the Oxford Historical So-
ciety. If these multitudinous volumes deal
with but one university, to what length
must a man’s reading run who could speak
with authority of Paris, of Bologna, of
Spain, of Germany ?

Mr. Gladstone, it appears, takes a differ-
ent view of the character and work of Arch-
bishop Laud than the popular one. Bat
this is not by any means singular, for men
are every day feeling they must revise their
opinions of the men whom history has made
famous. The estimate in which Oliver
Cromwell is now held is very different from
that which our grandfathers had formed of
him, and men have been found bold enough
It
is no wonder then that Mr. Gladstone, con-
sidering Archbishop ‘Land not as & politi-
cian or a judge, but simply asa Churehman,
found in him and the work he did some-
thing to admire and commend.

Of Laud as a Church , Mr. Gladst
said, it ought to have been remembered at
east in extenuation that he was the first

tions who proved himself by his acts to be.a
tolerant theologian. He was the patron
not only of the saintly and heroic edell,
but on the one hand of Chillingworth and
Hales, on the other Usher, Hall and Dave-
nant; groups of names sharply severed in
2?inion but unitedly known in the histo
ability and of learning, Itis again direcs-
ly to the present purpose to compare the
Calvinistic Oxford to which Laud came as a
youth with the Anglican Oxford which he
quitted to pass out into the government of
affairs. The chenge in this place and in
that period almost equals what was said of
Augustus, that he found Rome brick and
left it marble; or, if the inverted form be
referred, Laud found Oxford marble and
eft it brick. This change was not wrought
by & man having yet the Star Chamber and
High Commission at his back, but seemingly
by sheer force of personal character and will,
He went out into the world; he obtained hold
of the helm; he gave to the Anglican polity
and worship what was in the main the im-
press of his own mind,

The work of Laud, in the opinion of Mr.
Gladstone, did not die with him. It con-
tinues in the Church of England, “with the
mitigations which religious liberty has re-
quired, in all its essential features, not as a
personal or party. opinion, but a8 embodied
alike in statute and in usage, with no ap-
parent likelihood of disappearance or decay.”
The Times thinks that Mr. Gladstone’s
Nonconformist friends will not like what
he says of Archbishop Laud, but men in
these days have grown tolerant. Tradi-
tional hatreds have lost much of their force,
and they are disposed, in  religion par-
ticularly, to make allowances for those who
differ from them in opinion, let it be ever so
widely.

4 GOOD APPOINTMENT.

The City Council acted judiciously when
they appointed Dr. George H. Duncan city
health officer. Dr. Duncan is young in the
profession, it is true, bat he is intelligent
and energetic, and has a mind open to new
ideas. We have no doubt that he will
zealously and efficiently perform the duties
of the very important office to which he has
been appointed, and if a crisis shonld come,
such as that which this city had to go
through in the early part of last summer,
the citizens will have nio reason to complain
of the City Health Officer’s want of vigil-
ance or want of courage.

WELL RECEIVED.

The deputation from the British and
Foreign Anti - Slave; Society — which
waited upon Lord Rosebery some time ago,
found in him a sympathising and an ap-
preciative listener. It is quite evident that
Lord Rosebery, as one member, and a by no
means unimportant member, of the Govern-
ment, is determined that Uganda shall not
be abandoned. It is clear from what he said
that, in his opinion, the credit of the nation
as a colonizing country requires it to remain
in Uganda and to give all civilizing and
Christianizing influences the opportunities
they require to redeem the country from
barbarism. Among other things, the
Foreign Secretary is reported to have said:

Gentlemen, I say that, whereas we view
Uganda from all these different aspects, in
my opinion you represent the greatest force
of all, beeause you represent what Mr. Bos.
worth Smith eloquently called that con.
tinuity of moral policy which Great Britain
cannot afford at any time or in any dispen-
sation to di.regard. -That continuity ot
moral policy is a moral force by which, in
my opinion, this country has to be judged.
1t is the salt which savours our history; it
is a spirit which has exalted it, and it is by
that when we have passed away that, in my
belief, we shall come to be e;ud ed. It is
not by her exploits in" the field that Greece
remains to us ; it is'by the spiritual form of
her literature. It is not by her campaigns
that Rome is best remembered, but by her
laws, and immediately, snd ina lesser de-
gree, by the roads and aqueducts which are
the signs of her cjvilization. And in the
same way I believe that this country, when
this counntry stands before history, will
stand, when all elve has' passed away, not
by her fleets, or her armies, or her com-
merce, because other nations have fleets and
armies and commerce, but by her heroic
self-denying ‘exertions which she has put
forward to put down this iniquitous traffie,

extending civilization, or extending com-
merce, other nations look on askance,

believe us to be ooccupied by nm%

rasping and greedy motives, but there. is
g St i, B g
we

h they cannot deny that
ve been actuated by a higher and
purer spirit, and that is in the cause which
you advocate. My belief is that, having
put our hands to the plough in that great
enterprise, we shall not be able, even if we
were willing, to look back. = -

A NEW OFFICIAL.

The appbintment of a Commissioner of
Fisheries for the whole Dominion is an act
that may affect British Columbia for good
or for evil, very considerably. Adminis-
tering the fisheries of this Province by de-
partmenial officials three thousand miles
away has not up to this date been a very
brilliant snccess. The interference of the
Government has not been oconsidered by
those most affected by it always judicious
or always just to those who have invested
their money in the salmon fishery, which,
8o far, has been the principal fishery of the
Province. That fishery is unique in many
respects, and carried on under conditions
very different from uhy salmon fishery in
any other part of the world. The rules
which are considered best to regulate the
salmon fisheries on the other side of the
Rocky mountains are found not to apply to
the Pacific coast, and consequently, the
Fishery Commissioner who comes to British
Columbia with O!d World notions respect-
ing the way in which the fishery shonld be
oarried on and the fish preserved, finds
himself out of his element, and com-
pletely at a loss to decide what is
best to be done and to leave undone, This
is why experienced men in this province
earnestly desire to see the fishery regulated
by a local commission, or, if possible, by
the provincial authorities. But it seems to
be impossible to convinca, the Ottawa Goy-
ernment that British Columbia fisheries can
be best regulated by British Columbians
who reside in the province, and who are
thoroughly acquainted with the conditions
under which the fishery 1s carried on.

The new Commissioner, it he is & man of
open mind, if he is willing to learn, and if
he has the faculty of adapting himeelf to

Y | new circumstances, may do a great deal of

good, but if he comes here with the idea
that he knows all about salmon, and that it
is the merest impertinence for any British
Columbian, no matter what his experience
may be, to give him any information or to
make any suggestion that will be of nse to
him, he will be sure to make confasion
worse confounded. - But everything depends
on the kind of man Professor Prince is,
The right man in the right place can do any
amount of good, but the wrong man in the
right place will be certain to make a mess
of the fishery inspection.

DREADFULLY SLOW.

The Americans, with all their vim and all
their push, in matters political, go very slow
indeed. -The people of the United States,
theother day, gained a signal victory over
the administration, Are they to reap the
froits of their triumph at once ? Is Con-
gress to be called together without delsy to
give effect to the people’s decision ? Are
the men of whose policy the great majority
of the electors have disapproved to £0 out
of ‘power immediateiy to give place to men
who have been elected to carry out the new
policy which they have sanctioned at the
polls? Not by any means. President
Harrison and his Cabinet keep their places,
and what is still more singular in the eyes
of British subjects, the Honse of Represent-
atives, which has been superseded, will
meet again and for two months and more
make laws for the people of the United
States. This may not be of very much con-
sequence, as .the United States House of
Commons is now, and has for the last two
years, beeri opposed to the policy of the
Admjinistration. Bat the Senate, which
meets on the third of December next, and
will exercise its full .powers and preroga-
tives, has been condemned by the peo-
ple and is very different in its
composition from #he one which will be the
result of the elections of the 8th inst. The
present Senate is both independent of the
people and opposed to the policy which
they have approved.

As things appear now, more than a year
will elapse between the elections and the
meeting of the Congress which has been
elected to carry out the wishes of the
* sovereign people.” And in the meantime
laws can be made and acts of the Adwinis-
tration executed which are contrary to the
principles and the policy which the people
have at the late elections so emphatically
approved.

How .different is all this from what
takes place in monarchical Britain. There
the people, who are often represented to
the electors of the United States as the
down-trodden and submissive subjects of
Queen Victoria, have their wishes carried
into effect almost as soon as they are con-
stitutionally expressed. A general election
was held in Great Britain in- July. The
Government of which Lord Salisbury was
Premier was defeated by s very small
majority. Nevertheless, almost imme-
diapely after the result of the election was
known Parliament was convened. A vote of
want of confidence was ocarried in the
House of . Commons and  Lord Salisbary
and his colleagues resigned forthwith,
and Mr. Gladstone, with a number of ocol-
leagues of his own choosing, undertook the
direction of the affairs of the Empire. In
deference to the wishes of the people the
Government of Great Britain was changed
with hardly any delay.

Two years ago the people of the United
States  condemned  the Government’s
policy, but the Government remained un-
changed. This year they, when appealed to,
return a similar verdiet, yet a new Govern-
ment in accord with the well-understood
wishes of the people has not yet been in-

stalled, and parliament, to give full effect
to their decision, will not be convened for
twelve months to come.

In view of these facts, which country is
the more democratic, monarchical Great
Britain or republican United States ? In
which country ars the people most powerfal,
and in which csn their will be most speedily
and most thoroughly carried into effect ?

We are not inquiring now into the merits
of the two systems of government. We
are only trying to find out in which of the
two nations are the people best entitled to
be regarded as ‘‘sovereign.” It may be
that it is not good to give the people too
much power. It may be wise to place
obstacles in the way of their carrying their
wishes. into effect. It may be good policy
to give a few men who are not much wiser
or better than their fellow citizens the
power to thwart the desire of the nation for
a considerable period, but it is notin s re-
public in which the people boast of being
sovereign that we might expect to see these
restraints placed upon their power and these
obstacles placed in the way of their earry-
ing out their will.

PHTROFF'S OFFENCE.

There is a good deal of mystery about
Ivan Petrofi’s alleged offence. It is said
that he has been found guilty of falsifying
documents connectéd’ witirthe Behring sea
question;. What his particular offence is we
bave no means of knowing. One authority
tells us that his- alleged falsifications were
intended to prejudice the American case,
and another declares that their object was
to place that case in too favorable a light,
Some say that Petroff is deranged, and is
not responsible for his acts, and others as-
sert that he is perfectly sare, and knows
only too well what he has been doing and
what are likely to be the results of his work.
Then we have the suggestion, which is, we
must sayggather chestnutty in flavor, that
he was tempted by British gold to betray
the confidence of his employers. This is
rather against the theory that Petroff tried
to make the evidence too favorable to the
American side of the oonﬁoversy.

We have our own theory about Ivan
Petroff’s offence, Itis this: He has told
the honest truth about seals and sealing in
Behring Sea, and perhaps has modified a
few of the extravagant statements of some
witnesses or-agents to bring them nearer to
the facts as they are. His representations
and corrections have been seen by some
shrewd attorney who had intelligence
enough to see their bearing. He has made
‘his discovery known to the authorities, and
hence the atten.pt to discredit Petroff and to
cover him with odium,

It is quite clear that he has been con-
demned withont being heard in his own
defence. Like Lieut. Sullivan he has got
into trouble for representing matters con-
nected with the Beliring Sea question in a
light which is unpleasant to the United
States anthorities. He has, it appears, dis-
appeared. Where he has ‘gone or why he
has made himself sciice is at present un-
known to the general public, and there does
not. appear on the part of the American
journalists ‘sny great desire to find out
where he is and what he is doing. This is
our theory. It may or it miay not be the
correct one; but we really believe it is
quite as much entitled to credit as are the
columns of ‘‘news” about Petroff that
appear in the American newspapers.

CONSERVATIVE DEMOCRATS.

A good deal was heard some time ago
about the ‘‘ Conservative Democracy.” Lord
Randolph Churchill was the leader of the
movement and it was predicted that in a
short time it would throw the old-fashioned
Conservatives into the shade. But some-
bow Conservative Democracy dwindled into
insignificance, and to the Censervative
Democrats was assigned a seat very far in
the rear. But they are, we see, coming into
notice again. They have cropped up in
Edinburgh and have made what may be
called their platform known to the world.
Eleotoral registration and representation by
population occupy a prominent place in their
platform. They intend, too, io widen the
franchise by reducing the period of occu-
pancy necessary to qualify voters, Thaey,
also propose to give female taxpayers the
privilege of voting, and they speak of
having an educational qualification. They
seem to hold that an “‘illiterate ”—a man
who can neither read nor write—should not
be allowed to vote.

Extending the franchise to women was
advocated by such good and such prominent
Conservatives ag Lord Salisbury and Sir John
Macdonald. -Then the Conservative Demo-
crats favor what is called State socialism, for
theyadvocatethe State’smaking provision for
the old age of workingmen, and they also
want the State to assist the workingman to
acquire land for building purposes. Whether
they intend to go as far as the *‘three acres
and a cow,” promised some time ago by
some generous Liberals, does not appear,
but it is_evident. that they are looking in
that - direction. The Edinburgh Conserv-
anves want amendments to employers’
liability laws and the factory acts in the
interests of the working classes.

It is evident from these new departures
from the good old way that the mew men
are determined to bid against the Radicals
for the support of the workingmen. Whether
modern State Socialism is a good thing for
those whom it is its object to benefit it is
difficult to decide. There is, however, no
use in saying anything against it, for in that
direction the governments of all countries
appear determined to travel. For instance,
State insurance for workingmen is advo-
cated by statesmen differing so widely
in position and principle as the Em-
peror of Germany and the Right
Hon. Joseph Chamberlain. The tendenoy
of much of the legislation of all free
countriea to-day, is in that direction.  How
far it will go and what will be ita success

are questions about which men of all classes
and parties differ very widely. It is every
day becoming more and more apparent that
the individualism which some years ago
was 8o popular, and considered both by
thinkers and practical men the best possible
principle for both society and government,
is being discredited, and stateism is taking
its place. ~The Conservative Democrats
have embraced the new doctrine, and, as we
have seen, proposs in saveral important
partisulars to reduce it topractice. W hether
the body of the great party to which
they belong will approve their practice and
their principles, remains to be seen,

—
MAINLAND MINING.

News From the Vicinity of Nelson and the
Kaslo Country.
NELSON,
(From the Miner,

M. 8. Davys is now doing the assaying
for Messrs. Perry, Gray and avys.

The plant for the Nelson Tribune is being
got into working order.

An Indian shot a grizzly bear some four
miles down the railway track, on Thursday.

Hugh Mann is calling for 50 men, at
wages of $3 to $3.60 per day, to work on
the Nakusp road.

Horace J. Cannan, of the firm of Owen &
Cannan, of Golden, is coliecting information
about this country for the London Mining
Journal,

Men who have been working on the Kaslo

n road are loud in ' the expression of
their discontent at having to disconnt their
time checks. While, at first sight, the sys-
tem of paying a man for his labor by this
means seems unfair, as one would say that

ought to be paid that~ $2 50, yet if a man
could draw his pay whenever he felt like it,
it would be impossible to keep a force of
men at work all the time ; for one small
excuse or another a man would quit work
just when his presence was, perhaps, most
needed by his employer.
KASLO.

Mr. Garrison has brought in about 30
horses.

It is understood that
Davys, of Nelson,
here. .

John F. Piggott means to havea stage
running between Kaslo and - Bear lake
within a week or two.

The owners of the Ainsworth have de-
cided to lower the wheel and t6 narrow the
buckets by 18 inches, with a view to in.
creasing the numiber of revolutions and
giving more life to the engines.

The Blue Bird, Washington, Freidie Lee,
Dardanelles, Dablin Maid, Wellington,
Best, Noble Five and Id.h> mires will ship
ore this winter, whilst the Great Western,
Poreupine, Lucky Jim, Whitewater, Reko,
Slocan Star, Payne and Montezuma will be
worked during the winter months,

It is more than probable that Watson
will, before long, have a post-office. A peti+
tion was circulatod and freely signed in that
town, and dunly forwarded to Mr. Mara,
M.P. A reply has been received from him
to the effect that he has forwarded the peti-
tion to the Postmaster General, with a
recommendation that the request therein be
granted.

Kaslo, at present, -has a pressing need of
a suitable wharf and a lock-up. The
amount of freight landed and the numbers
of steamers making stoppages here render
the former a necessity.-

NELSON.

The Toad Mountain Mining company will
put two shifts to work on the Goldendale
within two weeks. :

The great Western will also be worked all
_winter, and it is probable that in January a
much larger force will be put on.

The owners of the Washington have
packed in several tons of supplies, and in-
tend to work 25 men on their property all
winter.

Messrs. Jowettand Chadbourne have had
to.abandon all idea of doing any develop-
ment work on the Reid and Robinson group
of claims until next spring.

T. C. Collins has just returned from a
trip into the Slocan country, where he lo-
cated a claim called the Southern Beauty,
on a showing he discovered while prospect-
ing there this summer.

Mr. Fletcher says,
King sale, there is no doubt among the
knowing ones at the coast that the deal has
gene through all right. Most satisfactory
cables had beeen received by correspondents
of Mr. Croaisdaile. -

From our Kaslo notes it will be reen that
there are 17 mines going to be worked in
the Slocan district all winter. Suppose
those mines employ six men each, on an
average, this means 102 men at work, and a
pay-roll behind Kaslo of over 10,000 a
month. This estimate is, from the nature
of things, rough, but it is certainly not over-
stated. Several deductions may be made
from it which will help to bring the wealth
of the Slocan before outsiders. Suppose the
camp remains stationary for six months, or
150 working days, and that each man is re.
sponsible for half a ton of ore averaging net
profit of $100 per ton, that represents 7,050
tons of ore ; say that shipping expenses and
net profit come together to $175,
the result would be  $1,338,850 . for
the six months’ work, of which
$765,000 would represent the profit to the
mine owners. Or take another way of look-
ing atit. Let us say seventeen mines in-
clude all the good properties in the Slocan.
It, while doing development work and em.
ploying six men each on the average, they
are capable of producing $1,300,000 in six
months, what will be their output
when fully opened up and employing
from twenty to thirty men apiece ¥
Having worked-out this little sum in pro-
portion, let the outsider consider what part
of the available wealth of Slocan is repre-
sented by seventeen - claims, and then let
him figure the whole thing out on the same
basis, and he will have some conception of
the future which every inhabitant sees stick-
ing out big before this country.

THE LOCAL IMPROVEMENT BY-LAW.

To THE EDITOR :—May I, through the
medium of your valuable paper, usk the
attention of our civie authorities to the very
unsatisfactory state of David street, west
of Rock bay avenue, and although varions
rotests have been lodged, yet nothing is
one, and from what I have gathered from
an uninformed alderman as to the by-law in

Perry, Gray &
mean to open an office

cept at the express cost of its various prop-
erty holders, which, considering that this
section of the city has been contributing to
the making and maintenance of the centre
of the city, is obviously unfair. If our new
by-law sanctions such a procedure, may I,
aa a ratepayer, ask for what purpose are we
taxed to the extent of 1} and 13 respect-
ively, to build up the centre and we our-
selves be strangers to the comforts of
civilization? Even with an impoverished
treasury, the least our civic representatives
conld do would be to provide for the com-
fort of ita foot passengers by granting even
a sidewalk, if nothing wore.

RATEPAYER

if a man has done $2 50 worth of work he b

concerning the Silver |.

question, nothing ia likely to -be done, ex- | d

A DIVORCE GRANTED‘ ]

Mr. Justice Crease Delivers Judgment
in the Celebrated Case of
Russell vs. Russell.

Summary of His Lordship’s Remarks
on the Situation—A Life of Un-
happiness and Discord.

Mr. Justice Crease yesterday delivered
jodgment in the case of Russell v. Rauseell,
a suit for divorce heard by him on July 12
and 13 and October 17 and 18, when Messrs.
C. Dubois Mason and Thornton Fell ap-
peared for the petitioner and Hon. C. E.
Pooley, Q. C., for the respondent. His
Lordship decides that the petitioner is en-
titled to & judicial separation with costs,
The question of the amount of alimony is
reserved for further consideration.

Following is a summary of the judgment
wi h excerpta therefrom :

Supreme Court of British Columbia., In
Divorce and Matrimonial causes :

Annie Elizibeth Russell, petitioner, v.
John Joshua Russell, respondent

costs and for further relief.
** This was & petition by the plaintiff
(the wifs of John J. Russell) an infant,

for costs and further 1elief.
laid for the petition is the husband’s hab.
itnal cruelty, ubusive langnage and violence,
which have greatly impaired her health :
that on February 20, 1890, the peti-
tioner was 80 much alurmed that she was
compelled to leave her husband’s roof and
seek the protec’ion of her mother and
friends, ang has ever since been and is still
afraid to return. The defence is a
denial of all and every the allegations of
cruelty, violence, assaults, and abusive
language ; that if there were any causes
of complaint committed by him they were
provoked by the wife, and if there were
any acts of cruelty committed by him they
were condoned by her. That on February
20, 1890, she left the house without his con-
sent or reasonable excuse, and against his
wish, and so remains from his house and has
been living part of the time at Seattle, and
that she has been guilty of unreesonable de-
lay in presenting her petition. )

*¢ All of which she, in her reply, denies to
be true or relevant. . .

. ““ The evidence showed that the begin-
ning of this unhappy marriage was a fitting
forerunner of all that has since occurred.
On March 17, 1888, when the petitioner was
a mere child, between 14 and 15 years old,
she was married to the respondent_ after an
a-quaintance of only three weeks, during
which time she lived in the defendant’s
house with her morther, who was in his ser-
vice thers, and he being then about 50 years
o'd, and divorced from a previous infant
wife.

** The certificate of marriage shows that,
although her real name ‘was Smithers, the
name given at the marriage was Boxall (that
of her then step-father), and at the defend-
ant’s instigation and advice ,she gave her
age as 17, her husband at the same time re-
ducing his to 42.-

¢ These facts require no co t.
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“ For three months after their marriage
the petitioner lived with her husband as she
states, quite happily, the one bright spot in
the child’s married life. After that with
but little intermission, . her life was
one continued sequence of unhappiness and
discord, varied by fitful gleams of i
few and far between, followed by conduct
and language which no man who respected
himself would use to any woman, especially
to one so entirely dependent on his care and
affection as this girl.

““It came out with distioctness,
that her conduct as wife, housekeeper and
mother, deserved well of him. No breach
of marital duty is alleged against her though
ample time has been ~iven to prove such had
such existed. Indeed, the doctor’s evidence
goes to show that her physical condition
while out at service and with her wother,
was such as to make that bighly improbab'e.
A ter security still is the character the
defendant himself was obliged to give her.
. The evidence of the eye witnesses and
the condition to which his acts of
violence and continued ill treatment
reduced his wife, in my in-
ion, as a jury, have substantially
proved the several allegations in that behalf
set forth in the petition. His turning his
wife out of doors for no proper reason in an
excess of unbridled wrath, bis laying te-
on the bed and making her inflict blows and
bruises and & wound on her own face with
her own hands, a refinement of eruelty
seldom, if ever, heard of, tell against him
and are a reflection on his manhood. Yet,
woman like, she kept as mueh of her
domestic troubles as she could from others,
and even her mother, so that visitors to the
house and outside “people * should not know
ofit. " . . Nor did his cruelty end there.
He left her, with health broken and im-
through his means, to get a living for
herself and his child, by work as a servant;
breaking down entirely about every four
months, and then, after a short rest, com-
pelled by the same necessity to enter
service again, until she again and again,
and, at last, entirely broke down, bearing a
good eharacter with her employers all this
while, without a penny of peeuniary assist-
ance from him during the whole time. So
it is scarcely a matter of surprise that she
should, though penniless, be driven at last
to apply to the court to ensure her a jadieial
separation and maintenance from the
anthor of all her sufferings. .
It must not'be ‘understovd ‘that in-any ap-
plication for relief- in matters relating to
the marriage bond, the law favors either
the dissolution or relaxation of that selemn

grievances, mere ordinary quarrels, or even
the rough words which now and again may
arise between man and wife. 5
‘It treats marriage as a permanent tie ;.
& contract not to be entered into lightly,
or lightly loosened or dissolved. - It looks
with disfavor on any but the mest serious
reasons and those of a more or less perman.
ent character, in all applications for inter-
rupting the marital relations and co-habi-
tation. The law favors  marriage,
and when on very serious and sub-
stantial grounds it reln_cbsnt.ly sanc-
tions even judicial separation, it always
oes so subject to the  probability
of their coming together again, and renew~
ing their former intimate course, condoniag
the past, and so putting an end voluntariy
to the judicial separation itself. ., . |
On a review of all these matters I am of
opinion that the facts proved, on the auth-
ority of Curtis v. Curtis, 27 L. J., P & M.,
73, and Knight v. Knight, 34 L. J., P, & D,
111, cited by both parties during the trial,
sufficiently support t!:e alleg-ﬁo;.' and con-
clusions in the plaintiff's pleadings, and my
judgment therefore is that the petitioner is
entitled to judicial separation with ocosts,
and I decree accordi . I reserve the
question of the amount llimony a8 a mat.

contract or has any relief for sentimental pri
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