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payers, whose interests he was ° elected to

THE -AUDITORS REPORT.

An exhaustive report was resd at the
aldermanic board last evening  from the
city auditors, and “if the findings of the
gentlemen who composed the commission
are correct there is a very graye matter
for the city to-deal with, According to
the report there is a shortage in cash in
several departments amounting altogether
to $4,311.79. The report has beeu . re:
ferred to the finance-committee, and itis
hoped that the deficiencies may be satis-
factorily accounted fors Tf not, there is
a plai though painful duty for the board
to perform in the  interests of the rate
payers and honest civie government. We
would commend & careful study of the re-
port to the ratepayers.
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THE MAYOR AND THE AUDIT.

We are not surprised to find the con-
duct of the Mayor at Wednesday night's
meeting  of the Board of Aldermen
is ‘a matter  of general surprise and
disapprobation. The" ' subject before
the Board one of a very
serious nature,, The management of the
finances of the cityis a matter requiring
the most careful attention on the ‘part of
every representative of the rutepayers.
1t is their first and ‘nost importaat duty
to see that every dollar of the taxes is
judiciously expended and honestly ac-
counted for. | They should tolerate no
looseness in the keeping of the civic ac-
counts, and it is incumbent on them fto

" act in such a way that they should not be
so much as suspected. of winking' st any
thing like irregularity on the part of the
officials who are entrusted with the- duty
of collecting and expending the people’s
money.  Thiey should act’in such a way
that the ratepayera would feel certain that
not & cent of the public_money can be,
with their knowledge and: consent, either
wasted or stolen. It was in - accordanee
with this ‘duty ' that the Board caus-
ed a special audit’ of _the city’s|
finances to be made. They appointed
men to do the work whom they ‘consid-
ered honest ‘and capable.. - When these
auditors sent in their report every disin-
terested and intelligent citizen must see
that it was the duty of the aldermen tu
give it immediate and careful considera-
tion. This they should do both as guar-
dians of the interests of the ratepayers
and as friends of the officials. No honest
and efficient official is afraid of the most
searching ' enquiry into the wmanner in
which he performs his duties. This is
particularly the case with those who are
connected with the financial department.
1f rumors had been raised reflecting on
their character and capacity they should
be the very first to demand an  investiga-
tion, and their friends on the Board
should,for their sakes,insist upon that in-
vestigation being thorough and searching,
When the report of the auditors was sent
in ‘one: would maturally suppose tha!
friends of “the officials, conscious of their
innocence, would be the first to propose
that it be received and read.  Knowing
that there was nothing fo hide they would

welcome the result of the audit with
pleasure. = Feeling satisfied that the best
way to allay suspicion and to silence ru-
mors prejudicial to the character of the
officials would be to give the greatest pos-
sible publicity to the findings of the aud-
itors they would be eager to have thereport
placed before the board with the least
possible delay.© When ‘it was known
therefore that the audltors had completed
their work and had sent in their report
it was expected that not a moment would
be loat in placing it before the board and
in taking action upon it. When it was
not laid before that body at the first meet-
ing after it had been placed iw the hands
of the chairman of the finance committee,
people were surprised and wondered at
the cause of the delay.. Thatsurprise and
wonder were increased when ‘it was seen
that the mayor evinced an unaccountable
reluctance to have the report read. When
he took the very irregular course of dis-
cussing the document before it was laid on
the table. It is not surprising that intel-
ligent aldermen aequainted with the pro-
per form of procedure and the rules of
debate took exception to the - course he
was pursuing and insisted upon its being
read before it was discussed. If the
speaker of any, legislative assembly or the
chairman of any deliberative body arrogat-
-ed to' himself the powers claimed by
Mayor Grant he would soon find men  in-
- telligent enough and independent enongh

was

ally lead the ratepayers to conclude  that

This conclusion may be unjust to him,

protect, aud the officials, “his mammner
Jast night left little. 'room for the ob-
server to doubt which side he would take:
It is unfortunate that ‘the mayor- at the
very beginning of the proceedings should
have acted i such a partisan manmer.

which its importance demands will natur-
their interests are not sate in his hands: |

but if it becomes’ general he will have no
one to blame for it but himself.
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THE PRICES OF 'THINGS.

A great deal has of late been said and
written about the price of coalin Victoriac
Not a word has been said about. the price
of any other commodity. Nothing re-
proachful has been said about ' those who
sell bread, or beef, or vegetables, or sugar,
or clothing, yet all these necessaries, and
8 great many more, are sold on exactly
the same principle as coal is.. The law of
supply and demand governs ‘the price of
them all. There is not a man in the city
or province who has anything'to sell who
will willingly part with it for less than the
market price.  And is one man to be
picked out of the crowd of dealers and

precisely the same principles as every one
else? ' If  Victoria was discriminated:
against at the pit’s mouth,  if the mining
company had one list of prices for this
city and another, and a lower one, for the
rest of the world, there would be some
reason to find fault with the company, but.
as Viotoria pays at the same rate as all
their other customers there is no valid
ground of Ccomplaiut. A mercantile
firm is expected to conduct its business
on mercantile principles. As society is
constituted it is childish to ' expect it to
do otherwise. The time is past when
the prices of commodities were regulated
by law, and the time has not arrived when
property will be robbery and when every
thing, cosl among the rest, will be dis-
tributed among the members of the
community according to their supposed
needs by a paternal government. Until
the happy time comes when the world
and all that it contains and : produces are
in the hands of socialists' and - anarchists
people must be content to buy and sell'in
the old-fashioned way.  Of course that
way is not a perfect way; nothing human is
perfect just yet, but with all its imper-
fections the great majority of people think
it is & better way than that adyocated by
the socialistic philosophers of the present
day.  The sensible growri-up reader can
see if the community is empowered to
dictate to a man at what price he must
sell his coal it will not stop ‘at the coal
dealer. ~ The busy-bodies who compose it
will next attack'the butcher, the . baker,
the candlestick maker aud . all the rest
whose business it is to supply people
with what they mneed, and ' dictate
to them = at what prices = they
shall sell their goods,and the tyranny thus
created would be found intolerable to. all
but fools and idlers. = The truth 'is_that
the case of those who howl about the
price of coal will not stand examination
for a single moment.  1f their own prin-
ciples were applied to themselves in ‘their
own business it would be amusing to ‘see
how vigorously they would kick. We
cannot think that' they are so stupid as

They must know that'there is no sense in
it although there may be, and we fear
there is, a great deal of malice. But is it
worth while to sacrifice -one’s reputation
for good sense to ill-nature and petty
spite. The game surely is not worth the
candle,
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THE SHOW.

Half Rate Freight Arrangements—Contribu-
tions.

The C. P. R. and C. P. N.' companies,
the B. & N. railway ‘company, the O. R.
& N. company, and the b?a g R. com-
pany and the P. ‘N.  company, ' have: all

e the liberal concession of one fare
for articles, animals aud persons bound to
and from the agricultural show on Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday of next week.
The tickets will be good " till the Monday
following the show. A very liberal re-
sponse has been made by citizens  to an
appeal for ‘pecuniary -assistance on the

Tickets  for the

' Clarence on the sec-’
ond evening of the show ‘may be- had of
the secretary. irpua
meeting to-morrow oon at 2 p.m. at.

to rewind him that the 'presiding officer

3l

His unwillingness to receive the report of | B

the auditors and #o give it the p’ublici(b'y""_0 Hads :

| 1,000 fegt,, . Twenty th
il

sneered at and abused because he sells on |

not to see the childishness of the cry.

The directors: will’ hold a/| the.

wa, Sopt. 96,
tries,  If agreed upon the -1nterchangs
money orders will; take place, allowing
g ission of money, . instead 1 of
A horril aom ;oqcprred ,ét'Oﬁtwa
ut the fair to-day. A man named Wins:
ley. was carvied up ina balloon, atiached
megqlx:wgi rope, and fe):l “a' distance of
aty thousand, spectators
witnessed, htful spectacle. :
. Lepine, the labor gandidate, was elect-
ed over Poirier, Grit, in Montreal Kast
by seven hmldyed majority, despitp the
national ery raised by the Grits.

' A’ SENATE DEBATE.
Retaliation 'Against Canada Again
: Discussed. S
Morgan Criticizes Sherman’s Speech — Sup-
ports the President’s ‘Retallation Polley—
Dolph Twite Demotrats on thelr Change
. of Base Pension Bills Passed,
{Svecial to THE COLONIST.)

W ASHINGTON,  Sept. - 26.-~The ‘house
adjourned at'l pim. to-ddy after passing
a number of measures of importance. ' In
the Senate Sherman’s resolution for en-
quiry into the state of the relations be-
tween Canada and the United States wag
taken up, and Morgan addressed the Sen-
ate in support of the administration policy.
e said it 'was part of ‘the policy of the
Republican party not. to allow any but a
Republican administration to have the
settlement ' of ‘the question between this
country and Canada. - The Republicans
would probably giverthe Senate a glimpse
of the substitute for the Mills bill and
then adjourn. - Canada, he said, could
not afford to pay her own .duties and

she afford to import all-her: supplies dur-
ing- the :summer.  The  safest. way to
retaliate was: to i resume the col-
lection of customs: duties on  mer-
chandise ‘imported into  and .exported
from Canada. -~ 1f, he said, the president
had confined himself to- prohibition of
tish in his message it:.would have been
equally his duty to: make -his proclama-
tivn include lumber; wool and other com-
petitive/products. ~ ' The president's mes-
sage would do more than any: other thing
to bring Canadw to & realization of the
necessity of anion with the United States.
Senator Sherman, he said, would not vote
for the teasure now: before his committee
to help the president cure existing -evils.
Tnstead’ of ~‘that ~he 'iopened his
all-embraeing arms and propused to take
in Canada clear up to the North Pole.
In afew days a tariff bill . would come in
and ‘wedge out all other legislation. Sen-
ator Dolph said that the. President asked
powers which would,: if exercised,  hurt
Amenicau commerce and do no injury to
Canada, He ' criticized  the Democratic
senators who were friends of Great - Brit-
ain ‘when the treaty was under considera-
tion but were now its: greatest foes. The
exercise of - power given the President
under the act-of March, 1887, would in-
jure Canada. -Did the President want re-
taliation on the people of the United
States rather than on those of Canada ?
Sherman’s resolution was referred to
the committee on foreign relations which
Sherman said would aet on: it to-morrow.
The Senate passed a house bill for the
velief of settlers on the Old Camp Sheri-
dan military reservation and a large num-
ber of private pension: bills. - Among the
latter was abill granting a $3,500 pension
to the wid -w of the late: Gen. Sheridan.
The Seunate passed all the pension bills on
the calender, 114 in number. :

.

A YALUABLE CARGO.

The H. B, Co’s Bark “Titania™ Clears for
London With a Cargoe Valued at $250,000.

The Hudson- Bay Co.’s bark Titania,
chartered by Findlay, Durham & Brodie,
cleared’ yesterday for London, Eng.,
with a cargo of salmon and fuis exceed-
ing in value the sum of $250,000. The
last three hundred cases Cowprising her
salmon cargo arrived down on the Rithet
and were placed aboard in the afternoon.
The total number 'of cises is 33,782, made
up from the following shippers :

Robert Ward & €0
, Durham & Brodi

Welch, Rithet & Co.

Turner, Beeton & CO

K. A Wadhams...

The furs are. shipped by the Hudson
Bay Company.

Titania is conceded to be the fast-
est vessel afloat, and her able and genial
commander, James L. Dunn, is hoping
ﬂu:rgd weather. will prevail, and that
he will be enabled to get ‘the'best out of
h’!wvﬂ?ﬂim‘km' I kmz—’;h‘;m
into Londeu/in.. i Ed.” m:
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American  duties too, but ‘neither could}

n | and I, for one,

officials, who— ;
Ald. Braden—Your Worship, if you
‘will allow me. You are simply the chair-

| man of this board. It is for the board to
1 deal with this report and not you.

" The Mayor—I know my duty. ' Iam
‘backed up by the statutes and the by-
laws, and it is quite competent for me to
discuss this matter in an unbiased man-
ner. I'have—— :
Ald, Braden.—The - stand = you' are
taking now does not surprise me. It is
well known you were always opposed to
this audit, and you are mistaken in saying
that you are taking an unbiased view of
the matter. - On the contrary, you are
discussing it from your own poit of view,
and not only that, but you apparently do
not intend to let any one else speak
apon it. =

Mayor Grant—According to parliamen-
tary usage, I can rule the report out of
order, and refuse to receive it atall. T
would, however, like to know if the board
desires to have the .report read, withoitt

| waiting for the full details.

Several Aldermen—Certainly.

~Ald. Vigels wanted -to know if the
auditors had returned the booksof the
corporation, . He fully agreed with-the
remarks of the Mayor, and endorsed all
he had.said. . He would vote -against the
report being réad, until all - books, docu-
ments, etc., be returned by the anditors.

Ald. Powell—Well, I don't agree with
what has been said. I move the clerk
read the report. (Lopd applause from
the audience.) -

Ald. Braden—And. I will second the
motion,

Ald. Wilson was not in favor of having
the report read. This was the first he
had heard of it; although he was sorry to
say the report had been discussed on the
streets. --And. one “gentleman had told
him he had heard all about iv from vne of
the auditors.. This, he did not think was
right, as the report had not been before
the council. e

Ald. Powell said, on- a question of
privilege, he desired to contradict some
remarks which had been made by Ald.
Wilson. The lanouage used by the alder-
man was not correct and could only be
characterized as a falsehood.

The Mayor—Ald. Powell, you must
not use such language, and I must ask
you to retract.

Ald. Powell—But, your worship I——

The Mayor (raising his voice)—Take it
back, I say. I will not allow you to speak
thus. y ;

Ald. Powsell—I won’t be -bulldozed
in ‘this manner. I want to say—

The Mayor—Will you keep quiet? T

sary 1 can prevent you taking your seat at
this board.

Ald. Powell —Will you let me speak. 1
intend to explain.’

The Mayor—(Rapping violently with
éhe gavel)—Now, 1 will not ‘listen.  You
must not use such. language. I mean
to—

Ald. Coughlan—On & question of priv-
ilege I say, also, that the remarks made
by Ald. Wilson are a falsehood.

The Mayor (raising his voice to a high
key)—Retract that, retrach it at once, 1

say.

Ald. Coughlan—Well, ¥ will take it
back thus far. I will substitute—

The Mayor (with the gavel, rup, rap,
rap) —Stop, I say.

Ald. Coughlan—Will you allow me to
speak ? \

The Mayor—No ! you must retract.

Ald. Coughlan—Well, 1 mean to if you
will only give me the chance. I will sub-
stitute the,word “‘incorrect” for what 1
first said. - But outsidé of 'this board I
will brand the statement asa lie. .

Ald. Wilson—You will, eh? (Jumping
up from his seat)}—Come on ¥ Come out-
side now, and we-will settle it at once.

The Mayor—Ald. Wilson, you must re-
tract also, I will not allow such language.

Ald. Styles—I think the audit report
ought to be read.  We are not responsible
for what the auditors may say.

The Mayor—I do not think it ought
to be read, at least until ——

Ald. Braden—I wish, “your worship,
-you would allow us to discuss this matter.
You have been doing all the talking all
night.

The Mayor—I mean to talk just as long
as I like. It is my prerogative, and 1
will exercise it as long as 1 sit in this
chair. ~ Isit the wish of the couneil to
have the rep.rt Tead ? ;

Several Aldermen— Yes, of course.

The Mayor—Very well, then. All in
favor of the report being read say ‘‘aye.”

Alds. Braden, Harris, Styles, Powell
and Coughlan—Aye!

Alds. Vigelius, Wilson and Kelly—No!

The Mayor—1I¢ is carried. (Applause.)

10:65 | . The Clerk then read the  report, which
|18 published elsewhere. :

* Upon the conclusion of the reading of
the report, %
Ald. Harris moved the report lay on
the table.
The mayor again wanted the auditors to
hand in the datum upon which they based
their findings. :
- Ald. ‘Braden 8aid the -auditors were ex-
m and we should act upon the report.
This thing has been going on year after
year, and if we don’t take action we will

A | not be acting in the interests of those who
geirey

us.  We have umglen daily

the newspapers of similar delinquencies
| other places. The nl;’:t e opi

the opin

have the power to make you, and if neces- ¥

% > 3 w- < ) d
o and if proved to be true, be would be the

last one to shield the guilty. :
' Ald. Coughlan—I move in amendment
that the report be left with the finance
committee to consult with the city bar-
risters. . % ; R
The Mayor—And get more data.
Ald. Coughlan—Yés, and if necessary
to obtain all data from the auditors.

The motion was. seconded by Ald. Vi-
gelius and carried. -

= COMMUNICATIONS .

Wiere read from : William Haynes aski
for street lines on his property. Granted.

From C. Freeling, of San Francisco,
with reference to the purchase of cast iron
pipe by the city. Referred to the water
committee and water commissioner, with
power to order fifty tons of the pipe.

From N. Shakespeare, calling’attention
to the need'of 4 sidewalk ‘on the Gorge
road. Referred to the street committee.

From twenty-two ratepayers, drawing
attention to a pool of stagnant water on
John street; which ‘was the cause of a
great deal of sickness in that locality, and
asking for a culvert to carryoff the sur-
plus water.

Alds. Braden and Coughlan said the
spot referred to was a cesspool of filth,
and it should be attended to at once.  Re-
ferred to the street committee with power
to act.

From H. M. Ogwper, complaining of
an overflow of water on Boyd street. Re-
ferred to the street:committee.

From 37 business men of Johnson
street, asking that the building of the
proposed sewer be postponed  till spring,
as the opening up of the street ab this
season would seriously interfere with
business.

‘Ald. Braden thought it ‘would be just
a8 injurious to business in the spring as it
would now. - Besides, the work would be
a great boon to many workmen during
the winter months. 2

Ald. Vigelius thought the work would
be done cheaper if left till the spring.

Ald, Harris said the city was bound to
build the  sewer, and the sooner it was
done the better,

Ald. Powell said the expenditure of
$30,000 now would be a boon to business
men, and he was in favor of going onwith
the work at once; besides, the ground
would be in a better condition now.

Ald. Braden believed if the matter was
properly represented to the people they
would be anxious to have the work done
right away. It would be a benefit to the
whole city.

Ald. Styles said whenever the work was
done, it would interfere with traffic. He
would favor having it left over till spring,
when the work would be done cheaper.

Ald, Coughlan—Are the plans ready
et ? -

“Ald. Harris—I don’t know. They were
promised last week,

Ald. Powell—The city surveyor told
me the plans were all.ready.

On motion the communication was re-
ferred to the drainage committee.

From Capt. Williams, complaining of
the slowness of the grading on Ellis street,
and - asking that the work be pushed
before the wet season commenced.

Ald. Styles said the matter had been
attended to by the street committee.

The communication was. received and
filed.

From S. P. Mills asking for an answer
to his letter of ‘Aug. 20th, Tequesting
compensation for injuries sustained by
Miss Beauchamp.

Ald. Braden thought some action ought
to be taken in the matter. Itiwould not
do to treat the letter with contempt.

Ald. Styles said it was'time some action
was taken as to the way stumps. of tele-
phone poles were left sticking ‘out of the
ground. . %

The communication was received and
referred to the city barristers.

From Peter Hansen, soliciting a share
of the city, scavengering. - Referred to the
sanitary committee.

From Wm. Dalby, Tressurer, on behalf
of the B. C. Agricultural Association,ask-
ing for at least the sum of $500 to aid in
making the forthcoming exhibition a suc-
cess. The city had been canvassed, but
the funds of the society were 'still -short.

Ald. Penwill moved the sum of $400 be
donated out of the city funds.

Ald. Kelly—1T 'second the motion:

Ald. Harris did not see where the funds
were to come from.” We could not afford
it, and although he would like to see the
society helped, he felt sure that the city
had no funds to give away for such a pur-

e.
posAld. Kelly- If we can’t give a paltry
‘sum of $400 to such a'worthy object we
had better dry up. (Hear, hear.)

Ald. Styles said if possible some sum
should 'be donated. He would like to
know hbow much funds were on haund.

Ald. Coughlan’ moved to have the
matter referred to the finance committee,
with power to act. Seconded and car-

ried.
From R. Wolfenden, secretary of the
school board, calling attention to an offen-

cha; with  fast drivigg
ames Bay bridge, were each - fin

ere will be drill for_the Rifles thia
ursday evening at 8 o’clock, when it is

tion.

'Leamy & Kyle's' steamer Mamie is
ashore at North-east Point, Texada is-
fand, and is in 4 dangerous position. She

e was built a year ago and costabout $20,-
000. -

‘Mir. Thos. Tagwell has purchased the
Qolonial Hotel, Johnson street, and the
family residence, No. 15 North Park
street, the price for the latter being $2,-
500,

The man that beats the Salvation Army
dram should be put insideof it The
Chinese set off fire-crackers to scare away
devils, the salvation drummer makes the
air hideous to scare horses. He is atype
of the new form of muscualar Christiamty.
The funeral of the late Mr. Alexander

afternoon from the family residence, cor-
ner of Rupert and Collingon streets, and

B. C. Pioneer Society and the St. An-
drew’s and Oaledonian Society.

The $2,000 insurance of ‘the late C. M.
Chambers-was paid by the ‘A. 0. U. W.
Society within thirty days of the proof of
death being filed, without the necesgity
of levying an assessment, showing the
monetary strength of this society, and its
promptness in meeting its obligations,
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MARINE.

Steamer Nell will gail for Naas and
Skeena Rivers on Tuesday, Oct. 2nd.

cargo of 2,200 tons of Vancouver coal,
and is ready tosail for San Francisco.
Ship Wilua completed her cargo of 2,-
400 tons of Vancouver coal, and is wait-
ing to leave for Saa Francisco.

Ships Rufus E. Wood and Alden Besse
are under the shutes at Nanaimo.

- Steamship Wilmington took on a cargo
of 1,100 tons of Wellington coal at Depar-
ture Bay on Monday and saited for Port-
land.

Steamship Ancon arrived from: Port
Townsend at 7:30 o’clock yesterday morn-
ing, and after a stayof a few hours sailed
for Alaska.
and freight list. -

Burk Bundaleer is loading East Wel-
lington coal at Departure Bay.

The finest sailing vessel that ever en-
tered the port of San Francisco now lies
at-that port discharging a cargo of general
merchandige from Glasgow. It is the steel
four-masted British ship Marion Light-
body.  The dimensions of the TLightbody
are: Length between extremes, 288 feet;
over all, 300 feet; beam 42.6 feet; depth,
24 1 feet. She is of 2,127 tons register
and has a carrying capacity of 3,400 tons
of cargo.

FOREIGN PORTS.

San Francisco, Sept. 26.—Arrived—
Barks Enoch Talbot, Tacoma; Sagamore,
Port Ludlow. Cleared —Steamers Wel-
lington, Nanaimo; Willamette Valley,
Yaquina Bay.

PERSONAL.

J. Stuart Yates left for Vancouver this
morning.

W. R. Thomson and wife arrived down
on the Yosemite last night.

Ald. Braden, who has been absent from
the council board forsome time, was con-
valescent enough to attend last night's
meeting.

Capt. Robertson, who recently pur-
chased Moresby island, was joined at
Westmiuster the other day by the remain-
der of his family.

Mr. Lang, agent of the Bank of Mon-
treal in New York, arrived by the Yose-
mite last evening and is the guest of Mr.
Forrest Augus.

S. B. Willey, comptroller of the O. R.
& N. Co., and Chas. Kennedy, general

returned to the Sound on the Potter this
morning.

—_—

PROVINCIAL COURT.

(Before T. Shotbolt and W . Dalby, Esqgs., Js.P.)
In this court yesterday morning the
cases against parties for storing powder in
magazines within_two miles of the city
limits were brought up.

Supt. Roycraft conducted the prosecu-
tionand Mr. Theo. Davie, Q.C., appeared
for Messrs. Hall & Goepel.

After the hearing of considerable “evi-
dence the charge against Messrs. Hall &
Goepel was dismissed, there not being
sufficient proof to show that powder was
stored in the magazine.

The cases against Turner, Beeton & Co.
and Mr. Gordon, agent of the Hamilton
Powder Co., were also dismissed ou the
same grounds. ;

In the case against, Robt. Ward & Co:,
the information was laid by Johu D.
Campbell; but there being no evidence to
prove the magazine contained powder,
the case was also dismisged, -

Supt. Royeraft. - mtimated - that the
‘parties would be again summoned, when

sive open drain near the publi

Referred to the street

power to act.

From Chief Engineer Deasy, reporting

ﬁiﬁ:::lme of kt:edenqme‘ l;‘ll\urm was com-
ely broken down, and recommendi

that a new horse be purchased. ng

_Ald. Vigelius moved, seconded by Ald.
horses be

G

committee, with

Harris, that & team _of  hors

| chased.

Reforrad to. the fire wardsil to

,%Q‘qn tlquuh ion of ‘horses, "Alw, .
akiliod anditbes. Styles said oue of.the. corporation. horses
g 0

tehllyumdmd the other was done

beliove, alao, that when the 1at-| "'

“use

evid would be  produced that. the

n:lﬁngne- contained  powder and other
©

osive substances.
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< Consumption Surely Cured.

To rue Eviror :—Please inform your

readers that [ have'a positive remedy for

tﬁoﬁvﬂ named disease. - By its timely

permanently cured. I shall be glad to
send two bottles of my remedy FREE to
of your readers who have consumption
they will send me their Express and
Respectfully, bt

B . ﬁY1 % x
. D T. A. Srocou,

In the police oourt. yesterday mommg.‘.‘

‘expected every ‘man will be present to }
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nally arising, ib o
mnatorial, till the 27th Aug m
16 | proceeded to sum:up the results
arrived at, as follows: = i
1. ‘Real. Estate Assessment. Rolls,—We'
find that separate and distinet - rolls, for
several years, do not exist, the rollof one
year serving for that of another year, and
the specific results of ‘each. - :are not
shown. The absence of separate rolls’
necessarily led to confusion, and, sddedto
imperfect. tabulation, doubtless induced
crror in many cases in . bringing . balances
P et oport & hirs
n this department we report a shortage
in cash, that is, cash collected which hus

sum of &206.24, nd that the amount of
arrears brought forward for coMection at
the beginning of the year shows the fol-
lowing omissions at’ the periods stated,
namely:

Fotal. ....ovacas e A S A

9. Water Works Revenue.—Under this
head we remark thal much looseness ex-
ists in the system at present in force,
We find no efficient schedule of rates, and
without an expenditure of mere time than
we can devote to the task, it is impossible
to speak definitely as  to the accuracy of
the collections; an intelligent check is out
of the question; but itis evident that pres-
ent methods afford ample room for care-
less, incompetent or dish t officials to
produce leakages of a startling character.

We here record a shortage in cash of
$616.80. <

3. Road Tax.—Here again the details
of the system are much at fault, and ur-
gently call for revision. We can scar¢ely
conceive methods better calculated to lead
to confusion and error.

In -this department we find the cash
short $2564.00.

4. Trade Licenses.—No rolls have been
placed before us for 1881, ’83, '84 and '87,
thereby rendering futile any attempt to
accomplish an efficient audit under this
head, whether as to accuracy in account-
ing for all collections or as to arrears.
The rolls to which we have had access are
imperfectly handled, and are practically
worthless as a guide. They show a large
amount uncollected. The arrears in this
department we roughly estimate at
$2,000.

And we find the cash short $1,180.

5. Weighing Machine Fees.—Managed
as this piece of city property is, there
exists no efficient check. 'We note that
sum of $483.50 is allowed to remain in the
hands of the sub-collector, unreported to
the city treasurer, on 3lst December,
1887, no payments having been-made
during that year.

And a shortage in cash as between th
two officers of $14.25. : ¥

8. Pound Fees.—We report. cash short
$9.50.

7. Dog Tax.—This tax does not appear
to be enforced with any ‘precision ap-
proaching regularity. Intermissions con-

no receipts reported during 1886,
Up to- that date there is a shortage in
cash of $6.00.
8. City Maps.—We report cash short
$25.00.
9. Cemetery Fees.—Great irregulary
exists in the returns to the City Treasurer
of collections made, several months at a
time being allowod to elapse before they
reach that officer. At the demise of Wi,
Leigh, late secretary, there stood against
him $86.00 and at 31st December, 1887,
the present secretary held $170.75. As
the accounts for 1888 are not ‘yet posted
in the - general books, we cannot state
what funds have reached the treasury
since last year.
10. Police Court Fees and Fines.—The
methods of this department are defective,
precluding an efticient audit.- This was
eminently so when returns came in from
the Provincial gaol. We find no system-
atized account: Apparently no returns are
now made by the authorities of the gaol
to the city treasurer of eollections made of
fines im upon prisoners ' passing
through the city police court; hence some
of the evils of the past have probably
ceased to exist; but even with this limita-
tion there is still room for reform in
methods.
At 31st December last the clerk of the
polico. court. held in'his custody, totally
unaccounted for $2,000.00, which sum,
not entering into the accounts at that
date, forms an increased asset.
In regard to the last-two accounts,
(“‘cemetery fees” and ‘‘police court fees
and fines”), we learn that it is'the rule to
close the transactions of these depart-
ments on 30th November.  We see no
good reason why all the Corporation ac-
counts should not be brought down toa
given common date. b :
For clearness of view we 'here append a
summary of moneys Temaining - in' the
hands of sub-collectors, so far as ascer-
tained, at 3lst December, 1887, and
which should have been paid'in or shown
in the balance sheet, namely:— ]
J. D. Robinson, Police Court Fines
by Gi ietery Fees. ...
J. Gosnell, Weighing.
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Yy DEBENTURES.

. The register (if it can be called such) is
of the most, rudimentary character, and
by no means eanveys the information

‘expected from so important a

Al

rent, namely : i

Water Works Loan, 1874, interest 7 per

‘cents rodeemable 5 years; A.series...$100,000
Less redeemed. 7,500
3 9‘7_’,3«11

cent; redeemable 20 years; B. series ..
‘Water Works Loan, 1877, By-Law 30, in-

‘terest 8 per cent; redeemable 25 years;
C. series.. ceee 20,00
Corporal Loan, 1878, By-Law 40, in-
terest 7 Kgr ctent; redeemable 20 years.

50,000

20,000
Electric m, 1885, By-Law 123,

per cent; redeemable 20
€ars. 16,000

6.per cent; redeemn.b{

Water Works-:Loan, 188, By

interest 5 per cent;redeemable

1916; D. es

Streets and Bridges Loan, 183, By-Law
135, inferest 5 per cent; redeemable 50

5,000

Total debentures current..... $328,500

: From this exhibitit will be seen that
four loans have been effected within the
period ‘embraced by our audit; and we
have to report that the proceeds have
been duly expended on the specific works
assigned, except (1) the Drainage Loan of
1885, of which the sum of $5650.25, still
stands at the credit of this account, to-
gether ‘with $75 received as premiun
on' 'the bonds;  (2) the Streets
and Bridges Loan of 1886 ($50,000)
of “which the sum of $29,284.42
remains unexpended on this specific ac
count; and (3) the water works loan of
1886, of which the sum of $45,000 re-
mains on special ‘deposit in the bank un-
expended.

The electric light loan shows an ex-
penditure in excess of the loan of $219.70,
but this on the other hand has been cov-
ered by premiums realized on the sale of
the bonds, which premiums amount to
$240.00.

We find that the several sinking funds
are maintained ‘in due order, but note,
however, o slight discrepancy, increasiny
the available assets of the city, applicable
to general purposes, in this that the bank
pass-books show a total deposit on sink-
ing fund account of $61,568.10, while the
ledger shows $61,423.05, a difference of
$145.05.

ASSETS.

Turning to the question of assets as at
31st December, 1887, we record the fol
lowing amounts as additional assets not
brought into the last balance sheet, and
as chargeable to the parties who collected
the moneys, to arrears aecount, or to bad
debts, as the case may be, namely:
Abstract of shortages in cash as given

ona previous page

Insurance tax, &rrears.............
Real estate tax, arrears not
brought forward, 1 Jan. 82

to 1 Jan. 86 ‘

$4,311 7Y

. 23%Bw

Weighin
Water works, arrea

Trade licenses, arrears, estimated......
Police court fines, arrears in hands of

sub-collector s
.Cemetery fees, arrears in hands of sub-

machine,

2.000.1

2,000.00

i 'S:m.}«\;‘,n
Less municipal taxes (presumably ar-

rears) as given in balance sheet...... 16682.%

Showing a net additional asset of. $14,120.24
subject to valuation.

How far this asset has changed its r¢
lations since Dember last we have uo
means of ascertaining, owing to the un
posted condition of the city books.
While on the subject of assets and their
value, we must observe that the printed
balance sheet is by no means a sufticient
ly clear statement of the affairs of the
cit{; it is-simply an abstract of ledger
balances without valuation, and in this
respect is calculated to mislead. A close
revision is demanded as contributory uot
only to the efficiency of departmental
work, but as adding strength in some !
its ultimate beneficial effects to the high
financial standing already achieved by the
city.

OFFICIAL AUDIT.

The Auditor should be held responsible
directly to the Council. = We think that
the duties of auditor have been impet

fectly understood, and as imperfectly per
formed; of this we have had repeated il-
lustrations, and probably none more
striking than the absence, so far as wv
can discern, of an audit of the rul
estate assessment rolls of 1884-5, 6 and 7.
For 1881 no assessment roll was kept

We strongly recommend that no roll
should be allowed to answer for mor¢
than one year, and that an index should
accompany each roll. 1tshould be imper-
ative upon the Auditor to examine all ac

counts before payment, to see that they
are upon proper voucher forms, and ‘Lhm!
they. do mnot exceed appropriations.
Printed pay rolls should also be used for
all payments made to corporation e

ployees, and blank return supplied by the
Auditor to sub-collectors. Receipt bioks
should be issued by him to sub-collectors,
and the counter-foils returned to hin

No cheques should be made payable L
‘bearer.

A correct valuation of cul‘pumtiun prop-
erty we think  should be secured at anl

In e we observe that had there

Total
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) the gross amount of the con-
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been no irvegularities such as those Wo
have described in our report there weald
have been a credit balance at the bank iu-
stead of the overdraft shown in the bal

ance sheet of the 31st of Decembur, 1887.
‘We have the honor o be, geutlemen,

. C. Bawrgs,
G. A. SargIsox,
Auditors.
.Jas. L. Raymus,
GEeo. BERRIDGE,
- Associate Auditors.
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