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wae as tall at respect, almost as fall, 
Indeed, and when his lips touched her 
hand it wae with a reverence which 
was almost that of à subject for a mon­
arch. And certainly no monarch ever 
bed a more devoted servant As Lady 
Dee perd said, Percy Levant was a] 
model lover, and she declared that his ; 
devotion almost made her wish that 
he had proposed to her instead of ; 
Doris. ,

"I wish he had,” Doris had retorted, 
with a smile that was rather too grave 
to, accompany a Jest

They stood now in silence for a mo­
ment or two, then he turned his head 
and looked at her.

“I am glad you stayed, Doris," he 
said. “I have something to tell you— 
to show you."

“Yes?" she said, leaning on the 
bridge, and shading her eyes with her 
hands, that she might the more easily 
watch the upWard flight of a hawk 
which had been hovering over the 
plain.

"It is some news I have had,” he 
said, and he drew a letter from his 
pocket and held it out to her, but kept 
his fingers closed on it, as he added, 
quietly, “Before you read it, let me 
tell you that I shall accept the offer it 
contains. Now will you read it, Doris?”

She took it
"It is from Mr. Churchill,” she said. 

“I know the writing.”
He nodded, and she read the^tler, 

and as she read her face grew pale.
"To Australia?” she said, in a low 

voice. "And you are going?"
“Yes,” he said. “And now the ques­

tion I am going to ask you, Doris, is: 
am I to go alone?”

"Are you to go alone?” she repeated, 
as if she did not understand him; 
then, reading his meaning in his eyes, 
she shrank back a little, and her face 
grew crimson and then white. "You 
mean that—that—”

“That you should come with me,” he 
said, in a grave voice.

"But—but”—she glanced at the lat­
ter again—"he says that you must 
start in a fortnight!”

“We could be married in less than 
jjiat, Doris,

Fashionsaid. "I hope, and I think, he may re­
cover completely. We can wait, Grace.”

"Oh, yes,” she said, with an effort, 
-We can watt; but it is terribly awk­
ward, all the same, and people are 
talking so.”

“Let them talk!” he said, almost 
sternly. “What do I—or what should 
you—care what they say?"

A week passed, and the marquis still 
remained in the same condition ment­
ally. but piiysically he progressed in 
a remarkable manner.

To all intents and purposes he was 
as well and strong as he was before 
his sudden attack, and one morning 
he rang for his valet, and said, in his 
old, haughty, listless manner:

“It is very cold here, in London, 
Williams.”

“Cold, my lord? We are all com­
plaining of the heat!” N

“So you may be; hut that does not 
affect me, if I am cold,” retorted the 
marquis, grimly. “I shall go South! 
Pack up" what is necessary, and see 
that we start to-morrow."

?he valet was too well trained to 
exhibit any sign of surprise.

"Yes, my lord,” he said, quietly. 
“Lord Cecil will accompany us, I pre­
sume?”

“You do presume ! ” retorted the 
marquis. “Lord Cecil will not accom-
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For forty years it has been overcom­
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the glohe several times without your 
assistance, and i cannot conceive vhy 
you should coneider it necessary to 
bore yourself, and me, too, by coming 
across the Channel.”

“You forget that you have been ill, 
sir,” said Cecil, quietly, “and that it 
is my duty to see that your Journey 
is made as comfortably as possible.”

“Thanks," retorted the marquis. 
“It’s a pity you couldn’t have arranged 
a calm passage ; but you couldn’t do 
that, and for the life of me 1 can’t 
think of anything else you can do. 
Good-bye. Don’t trouble to write; I 
hate reading letters when I am 
abroad.”

And this, with a cold touch of his 
thin hand, comprised liis adieu to his 
nephew and heir!
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fiannellette. The right front closes 
over the left. The sleeve In wrist 
length, may be finished for a closing 
at the seam, so that It may he turn­
ed up.
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Empress of Russia.
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It is reported that Mr. and 
Asquith have bought Lady Ottj 
Morrell’s house in Bedford Squad 
the district adjacent to the Br 
Museum where once rank and i 
Ion lived but which in late years 
been given over to the boarl 
house and private hotel kei 
Taken in connection with the 
that Lady Diana Cooper (b 
perhaps known by her maiden n 
Lady Diana Manners) has takd 
house in Gower Street, this sugi 
that pre-war prophecies may bel 
filled and Bloomsbury may regai 
old status as a fashionable disj 
It was eminently distinguished id 
days of the Adam brothers, sod 
whose finest work is to be fouij 
several of these squares—the 
beautiful squares in London. 3 
of the houses have quite recj 
been turned into maisonettes, | 
decorated rooms of exquisite pr 
tiens have been partitioned off 
living rooms and sculleries, 
damage is not irremediable, an 
ancient glories may be restored. J 
ford Square has a haunted i| 
among its attractions, but its 
historic interest centres around 
house where Lord Mansfield 
Readers of Charles Dlckans’ “Bi 
by Rudge” will remember how, 
ing the Gordon riots, the crowd ; 
down from Newgate and bomb: 
the place, while the Lord Chan

A POSTPONEMENT.
“Engaged, are you ?” he said. “Rath­

er early, isn’t it? But I’ve no objection. 
Engaged to Cecil, eh? By gad, I pity 
you, if he has any of the Stoyle tem­
per! The Stoyles are the worst hus­
bands in the world, so they say, and 
I think it’s true. He’ll make you wish 
you were dead before you have been 
married twelve months.”

“Come away, Grace,’’said Cecil.Jpale 
and stern, and he led her out of the 
room.

“Oh, Cecil! I am sorry!” she mur­
mured, clinging to his arm and look­
ing up into his face. “And we were 
to be married soon, too!”

“Yes,” he said, “I am afraid the 
wedding must be put off, Grace!” and, 
though he spoke in accents of regret, 
a guilty thrill of relief shot through 
him. "Poor old man! Poor old man! 
We were never on very affectionate 
terme; but it hurts me to see him like 
this!”

“And he may remain like this for 
ever so long!” she said, raising her 
eyes, as her head lay on his brcBst. 
"For months, perhaps. Do—do you 
think it would matter if we had a 
quiet, a very quiet, wedding, Cecil?”

He frowned.
“I am afraid it isn’t possible, Grace," 

he replied; and again he was consqi- 
ous of the same guilty thrill of re­
lief.

She drew a long breath, and pulled 
irritably at the lace on her sleeve.

"It wouldn’t have been more awk­
ward if he had died,” she said, almost 
sullenly.

Lord Cecil looked down at her grave-

Ladies’ White Silk Blouses at $3.50, $4.00, $4.50 
and $5.00 each.

Ladies’ Navy, Black and Pink Silk Blouses at 
$4.50 each.

We show very best values in Ladies’ Muslin 
and Cotton Blouses of all kinds.
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he said, gently.
M She clasped her hands tightly as they 
rested on the bridge.

“In a fornlght—in two weeks!” she 
said, with a little catch in her breath.

“Is the idea terrible?” he murmur­
ed, with a touch 
voice.

“Ne—oh, no!” she made haste to 
‘But it is so—so sudden! Two

weeks—”
He watched her anxiously, with a 

strange and curious watchfulness.
“Yes, it is a short notice; hut, you 

see, it is Hobson’s choice with me. 
Poor men must take what is offered 
them; and I, as you know, Doris, am 
very poor, and this—well, --it is a 
wonderful offer.”

“It comes through Mr. Spenser 
Churchill,” she said, as if speaking to 
herself.

His lips twitched, and he looked 
quickly at her.

“Yes—why?”
"Nothing—nothing," she murmur­

ed, thoughtfully, and with her brows 
knit; “but—but It is so strange!"

“What is strange, dear Doris?" he 
asked.

"Ever since I have known him, Mr. 
Churchill seems bound up '^nd con­
nected in some way or other with my 
life I” and she sighed.

He leaned forward and averted his 
face, as she turned her eyes towards 
him.

"It—It is strange, coincidental,’ he 
said, to a dry voice. "But—what is 
your answer, Doris? Stop! Don’t think 
of me, think of yourself—"

She shook her head.
^ "I—I will go if you wish me," she 
said, 'almost lnaudibly. ,

He took her hand—It was as cold 
as if she had been bathing it in the 
river beneath them—and pressed It 
to his Ups.

“Thanks, dearest," he saldr and his 
voice trembled. “You shall never re-
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