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HB1EREB1, BBUHin 010.1. ti tot MLbut youth preponderated and had the | 
most lq say and the loudest manner 
of saying it. The ladies were, as to 
the majority, unattractive in appear­
ance, nasal in voice, and unabashed 
in manner. The assemblage was, in 
short, a specimen of self-styled, self- 
conscious Bohemia ;^i far-off, much- 
adulterated imitation of the sort of 
thing that some of the young men 
with halos of hair, flowing lies, and 
critical faces had seen in Paris in 
their days of art study. Larcher made 
his way through the crowd in the 
front room to that in the back, ac­
knowledging many salutations. The 
last of these came from a middle- 
sized man in the thirties, whose round, 
humorous face was made additionally 
benevolent by spectacles, and whose 
forward bent of the shoulders might 
be the consequence of studious pur­
suits, or of much leaning over cafe- 
table, or of both.

* Hello, Barry Tompkins !" said 
Larcher. * I've been looking for you 
everywhere.’

Mr. Tompkins received him with a 
grin and a chuckle, as if their meet­
ing were a great piece of fun. and 
replied in a brisk and clean-cut man­
ner:

"You were sure to find me In the 
haunts of genius." Whereat he look- 

(1 around and chuckled afresh.
lurcher crowded a chair to Mr. 

Tompkiu's elbow, and spoke low:
“You know everybody in newspaper 

circles. Do you know a man named 
Murray Davenport?"

“1 believe there is such a man— 
an illustrator. Is that the one you 
mean?"

"I suppose so. 
him?”

"I give it up. I don’t know any­
thing about him. I’ve only seen some 
of his work—in one of the ten-cent
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my room to-night, till I find some of 
his work, so I can recommend him 
intelligently. Meanwhile, is there any 
editor who has something of yours 
in hand just now?”

"Why, yes," said Larcher, bright­
ening, “I got" a notice of acceptance 
to-day from the Avenue Magazine of 
a thing about the rivers of New 
York City in the old days. It simply 
cries aloud for illustration."

"That’s all right, then. Rogers 
mayn't have given it out yet for il­
lustration. We'll call on him to-mor­
row. He’ll be glad to see me.; he’ll 
think I've come to pay him ten dol­
lars I owe him. Suppose we go now 
and tackle the old magazines in my 
room, to see what my praises of Mr. 
Davenport shall rest on. As we go, 
we'll look the gentleman up in tl e 
directory at the drug-store—unless 
you’d prefer to tarry here at the ban­
quet of wit and beauty." Mr. Tomp­
kins chuckled again aa he waved a 
hand over the scene, which, despite 
his ridicule of the pose and conceit 
it largely represented, he had come 
by force of circumstances regularly 
to inhabit.

Mr. Larcher, th&ugh he found the 
place congenial enough, was rather 
for the pursuit of his own affair. Be­
fore leaving the house, Tompkins led 
the way up a flight of stairs to a lit­
tle office wherein sat the foreign old 
woman who conducted this tavern 
of the muses. He thought that she 
who was on chaffing and money-lend­
ing terms with so much talent in the 
shape of her customers, might know 
of Murray Davenport; or. indeed, as 
he, had whispered to Larcher, that 
the illustrator mfèht be one of the 
crowd in the restaurant at that very 

But the proprietress knew

Gladney, M. P.

theatre». Is there any other inf >i 
mation to start with?’

• No; except thal lie’s about invent) 
eight years old, and faoly good-look­

ing. He usually !iv- < in r • m. - yoi 
know what I mean—a .«I lakes In

■ meals at restaurants.’
• Can you give me any other points 

about his appearance? There might 
possibly be two men of tne same 
name in the same occupation. 1 
shouldn't like to be looking up the

; wrong man.’
j * Neither should I like that. We 

must have the right man,by all means. 
But I don't think I can tell you aoy 
about him. Of course I never saw 
him/’

• There wouldn’t probably be more 
than one man of the same name who 
was a writer and an artist and con­
nected with theatres,’ said Larcher
• And it isn’t a common name, Murray
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•Oh, I don’t.hesitate exactly. On­
ly, just think what it amounts to— 
prying into the affairs of a strangest’ 
It seems to me a rather intrusive, 
private detective sort of businets.’

• Oh, but you don't know the rea­
son—the object in view. Somebody’s 
happiness depends on it, —perhaps 
more than one person s ; I may tell 
you that much.'

• Whose happiness ?’
• It doesn’t matter. Nobody’s that 

you know. It isn’t my happiness, you 
may be sure of tffkt, except as far as 
I sympathize. The point is, in do­
ing this, you’ll be serving me, and 
really 1 don’t see why you should be 
inquisitive beyond that.'

• You oughtn't to count inquisitive­
ness a crime, when the very thing you 
ask me to do is nothing if not inquis­
itive. Really if you'd just stop to 
think how a self-respecting man can 
possibly bring hims If to pry and 
question—’

• Well, you may rest assured in this 
particular case. Do you imagine I 
would ask you-to do it if it were ? 
Upon my word, you don't flatter me !’

Don’t be angry, dear. If you’re 
really sure D’à'all right—’

•If I’m sure ! Tommy Larcher, 
you're simply insulting ! I wish I had 
asked sombndy else ! It isn’t too 
late—’

Larcher turned pale at the ' idea. 
He seized her hand.

• Don’t talk that way, Edna dear­
est. You know there’s nobody will 
serve you more devotedly than J. 
And there isn't a man of your ac 
quaintance can handle this matter as 
quickly and thoroughly. Murray 
Davenport, you say ; writes for maga 
zines and newspapers ; is an artist, 
also, and has something to do wilh
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“Not yet. The trouble isn't so 
much to find where he lives ; there 
are some things I want to find out 
about him, that’ll require my getting 
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acquainted with him, 
knowing I have any such purpose. 
So the trouble is to get introduced 
to him on terms that can naturally 
lead up to a pretty close acquaint­
ance."

“No trouble in that," said Tompkins, 
decidedly. Look here. He's an illus­
trator, 1 know that much. As soon 
as you find out where he lives, call 
with one tot youi manuscripts • hhd
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moment.
no such person, a fact which seemed 
to rate him very low in her estima­
tion and somewhat high in Mr. 
Tompkins’s. The two young men 
thereupon hastened to board a car go­
ing up Sixth Avenue. Being set down 
near Greely's Square, they went into 
a drug store and opened the direc­
tory. »

“Here’s a Murray Davenport, all 
right enough." said Toinpkins, “but 
he's a playright.”

“Probably the same,” replied Larch­
er, remembering that his man had 
something to do with theatres.. “He's 
a gentleman of many professions..

feet’s see the address.”
To be continued.

Diveujort. There isn’t one chance 
in a thousand of a mistake in identity ; 
but the most astonishing coincidences 
do occur. ’

• He’s something of a musician, too, 
now that I remember,’ added the 
young lad^

‘ He must be a versatile fellow, who­
ever he is. And when do you want 
this report ?’

• As soon as possible. Whenever 
'you find out anything about his cir­
cumstance, and state of mind, and so 
forth, write to me at once ; and when 
you find out anything mote, write 
again. We’re goinging hack to East. 
Hampton to morrow, you know.'

A few minutes after the end of an­
other half-hour, Mrs. Larcher put up 
his umbrel'a to the rain again, and 
made his way back to Sixth Avenue, 
and a car.

SEAMEN'S LISTcation, get to the editor as fast as 
you can, and recommend this Dav­
enport to do the Illustrations."

“Wouldn’t the editor consider that 
rather presumptuous?"

"Perhaps he would; but there’s an 
editor or two who wouldn’t consider 
ft presumptuous if I did it. Suppose 
it happened to be one of those edi­
tors, you could call on some pretext 
about a possible error in the manu­
script. I could call with you, and 
suggest this Davenport, as illustrator 
in a way both natural and convincing. 
Then I’d get the editor to make you 
the bearer of his offer and the manu­
script; and even if Davenport refused 
the job—which be wouldn’t—you’d 
have an opportunity to pave the way 
for intimacy by your conspicuous 
charms of mind and manner.” .

“Be easy, Barry. That looks like 
a practical scheme; but suppose he 
turned ont to be a bad illustrator?”

“I don’t think he would*. He must 
be fairly good, or 1 shouldn't have
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Pleasurable reflection up­
on the half-hour, and the additional 
minutes, occupied his mind for awhile, 
but gave away at last to consideratioo 
of the Murray Davenport business,and 
tie strangeness thereof, which Ly 
chiefly in Edna Hill’s desire for such 
intimate news about a man she had 
never seen. Whose happiness could 
depend on g. uing that news? What, 
m fine, was the secret of the afftir? 
Larcher could only give it up, and 
think upon means for the early ac­
complishment of his part in the mat 
ter. He had decided to begin in - 
me Lately, for his first i nquiries would 
b made of men who kept late horns, 
art with whose midnight haunts he 
w is acquainted.

He stayed in the car ti 1 he had 
emend the region below Fourteenth 
Street. Getting out he walked a short 

distance and into a basement, where 
he « xchanged ra n and darkness for 
bright gaslight, an atmosphere of to-
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