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THE BATTLE WON,

CHAPTER XXV,
NICHOLS’ SCHEME A FAILUS
““Oh, look here, chummy, here’s a letter
for you !” said Mps, Redmond to Ness:
morning when they met in the. bre
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‘“ Look her » she said, “you'd better
think this over, It’s a chance you may not
&et again.  You think it will be all right
when™ you're twenty-one. ¢ By there’s
many a slip—,’ Yyou know ; and bet ten to
one you'll never get a penny of your fortune
—Redmond will fing some means to do you
out of it—and then where will you he ?
After all, what are you? A favourite he.
cause you've got good teeth and eyes and
a decent figure. But how long are you go-
ing to keep your looks, and what wil] you
be when you've lost ‘em ? A young woman
who got ‘her living by riding in a cireys,
Why, if a tradesman married you, he’d have
to hush that up.”
“I could not h
reason for not may ying Lord Caric
“Oh, bother Your stage answers. said
Mrs, Rcdmunnl, whose rtee was nat of
a delicate kind, ¢« Can’t yoy say plain out
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crowd, with my eyes and my teeth and my
figure, as Yyou say ; but when he sees notlu'ng
in me to admire and recognises me only as 5
&irl who earned her living in a circus, he
will be heartily glad,” Mrs. Redmond turned
aside with an impatient exclamation, “‘that
he is not obliged to own me for his wife,
But quite apart from that consideration,”
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CHAPTER XXVI.

ANOTHER TFR
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He seemed to be saying to him-
self, “You've done something wrong in your
time, my friend, and I'q get 1t out of you in
five minutes if I had you under cross exam-
ination ! She dreaded him more than ever
now, and if peeping through the curtained
doors ot the canteen she saw him in there
she would abstain from going in, She sus.
pected Ne of secretly communicating
with him. The discovery of her own com-
plicity in Redmond’s crime must always be
possible while Nessa lived. The fertile im-
agination of My, Nichols could not have de-
vised a stronger incentive to the fulfilment
of his purpose,

Meanwhile, week by
woman had to deny he
order t he five pounds to her husband.
It was now more than ever necessary to
keep him out of ¢ ght, but she begrudged the
money none the less that paid for his retire-
ment.  The fear of Justice was constantly on
ler mind; the ne sity of scraping the
weekly payment to ether continuvally pre-
sented itself. The hm'.l(-nc\‘cr_y day became
more intolerable. Apg while existence for
her was growing unendurable, Nessa was
finding fresh ple ¢s to add to her enjoy-
ment of life, Nothing was wanting to stir
up her venomous passion und goad her on to

perienced,

week the greedy
self some luxury in

o send t}

view in the production of the new spectacle
at such an enormons expense was to prove
that, though foreign, the company hadthat
English love of fair play which has ever
kept our national sports above reproach,
(Loud applause from national sportsmen, )
He thereupon repeats, in the name of the
management, the challenge already publish.-
ed in the newspapers and publie announce-
ments offering a cheque of one hundred
pounds to any lady not engaged in the
company  who shall wip the prize
for skill and beauty, As none byt
ladies could compete, it would be taken for
granted that all are hmuliful, 80 that the
contest resolves itself into & trial of horse.
manship. The contest ig open toall, suhject
only to such rules as were provided for the
safety of horse anq rider.  Doubtless
amongst that vast audience many profes
sional ladies have been drawn here by cur-
iosity or a spirit of rivalry, The contest is
open to them ag to all. Every fa ility will
be given them by the attendants to
their places and ‘enter the arena
cludes by wishing that the be.
may win,

The speech is received with enthusiastic
applause, in which he remounts and rides
out of the arena. In several parts of the

s and he con-
st horsewoman

desperation,

A new spectacle wag prepared by the bal-
let master, and Put up for rehearsal after
Christmas.  As soon as the holiday audience
began to fall off, the boardings were placard-
ed with new bills—

; OLYMPIC ( h
PRIZE OF ONE HU) D POUNDS,
“A prize of one hundred pounds is offered to
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competitor who s in the prize of Skill
Beauty in
I'HE OLY
national, he ition is open
> without exe ¢ption, submitting,
) the same regulations observed by e
1hers of the Ing rnational Company.”
announéement s flanked on  each
olls in  blue and white—Nessa’s
Wil colors—on which were printed,
letters—“Trene wins !”
ipany backs Irene (Miss Viola
unst the whole world, for one
each representation,
On the first Monday in February the spec-
tacle was produced, Scene painters and car-
penters had been at work for weeks, and
during Sy lay they had ot up cloths and
hgave to that part of the build-
ceupied by the audience the aspect of a
1 amphitheatre -nearly enough for
nment m which anomaljes and ana-
chronisms met you every point. At one
end of the audiioriy n half a dozen private
boxes had been cleared away %o make place
or a ht of steps lu:uling to the benches
for the Judges, above which rose a chair of
gold for the Queen of Skill and Beauty—
omething of medigval cus seing -
to the Greco Roman medley, A
‘rier running round the whole arena
I'TOW space for the (ireek audi-
niddle was occupied by a raised
stli nd combats; ‘the Space
barrier was divided
Ut of tripods, each
ded together ; the
es ; the inner one
estrians,
Ven every seat in
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With a burst of J
light, the Greek Spectators rushed
‘pace reserved for them—me: » Women, and
children, old and young, in- all sorts of
cle al costume ~helter skelter ; all eager
to get a front place at the barrier—some
creeping under and e ing the arena to
get vacant places on the other side-—g touch
of realism being added by a father perch-
ing his child on the edge of the boxes be-
hind, and by some bare.l ged youngsters
climbing up and taking possession of the
marble balusters behind the judge’s bench,

While the crowd is still ‘st eaming in
there is a blare of martial music, and  the
soldiers enter, r-.‘ms’ing the irespassers on the
arena to oft in ‘ch of a vacant
place, to the loud mirth ang derision of all
those who are in the front row., The soldiers
are a fine glittering throng, tolerably Greek
inillll){‘.ll’llll(.'o, but ca rying Roman standards
and eagles and heade by a band whose in-
struments are mnmw:;lkni;ly ofthe nineteenth
century. They are followed by eight chariots
hringing the judges, who, exlighting at the
steps, ascend to e their places on the
benche They are alltequally venerable in
the whiteress of their longbeards and ﬂowing
locks. Then comes the whole stud of horses
and ponies, each led by a properly-classical
groom but not mounted, The procession is
closed by motley crowd of gladiators,
d.mcing girls, javelin men, wrestlers, and
others ; and by the time the last man hag
entered, the band, having made the tour of
the two courses, have taken their places on
the raised dais, and the whole arena is full
of glitter and colour. As the march ends,
the spectators all roung thearena behind the
barrier burst into a hymn, This has g strik-
ing effect upon the real audience, who 1 hem.
selves seem to - be part and parcel of the
show.,

Meanwhile, the soldiers, dispcrsing, take
up position at regular interyals amongst the
crowd within the barrier, their fixed figures
and glittering armonr standing out well
against the varied colours of the hustling
mob. . The hymn ig over, and the boys are
shoving forward to see what is to come next,
The pauseisa fitting opportunity for a round
of we l-earned applause ; for rubbish though
it may be, it is good rubbish as seen from
the uneritical point of view of the ordinary
Spectator.

The band descends from
Fergus enters on his thoroughbred in the
correct riding costume of to-day. No en-
treaties could persuade him to bind his brow
with a wreath, and assume the chiton for
this occasion. He dismounts and ascends
the dais; he is going to speak, and it is
&encrally believed that he has to announce
that there’s a hitch somewhere—Vicla Dan.
caster indisposed, or somethin of the kind
--and every one listens to catch his words,

He begins by blowing his managerial
trumpet modestly, and then informs the
audience that certain eavious detracters

ave spread the report that tke races run in
the Internaticnal have been “squared,” and

scuttle 8¢

the dais, and

building there is a movement, and it is clegp
that some “‘outsiders” are determined totry
for the £100. The excitement £rows as the
grooms lead out to the steps a string of
twenty saddled horses,

A Greek herald mounts the dais, and after
a flourish r-ftrum]»c!s, delivers the challenge
to the crowd of Greeks behind the barrier,
who 1 spond vociferously. One after the
other girls slip under the barrie r, and pre-
sent themselves as competitors ; they are
led up the steps to the judges, who present
each with a bunch .of colored ribbon, By
the time they have taken their place on the
dais, some ladies from the audience have
come down into the arena. " There ; four
of them. They roceive favowrs from the
judges ; but instead of going directly to the
dais, they retire tc a dressing room prepared
for them to put on the reg A

wriot race between men fillg up the in-
rim ; then the outsi » coming dow
the arena in costume, with their coloy 3, are
greeted with a shower of applause, and led
to the dais. Once more the herald deljy ers
his challenge, whereupon a giy] in pale blye,
Lordered with whi who has hitherts | n
lost in the crowd, I s under the barpjer
at the further end of the arena, and walks
into thearena,

A cry hursts from the crowd, and
ed by the audience above, as she
ed.
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is run by the four outsiders
isled up .4 steps 1
seated in the golden chair above the judges,
The next race is run by members of thecom-
Pany, and in this Nessy comes in victorious

—Winning easily by two lengths. Anq now

he prize is to be contested between the two
winners—Nessa, and the outsider who won
the first race, Fresh horses are brought in,
and the lady comesdoswn the steps. The band
strikcsup. and the enthusiastic ( eksstrike
up a chant in honoyr of their favorite, the
burden L » ““ Our Irene wing !

The outsider mounts re led up to
the steps; then d'Espe brought foy-
ward, and Irene takes the saddle. There i«
a disc ion before the starting place, in
which ergus, who has entered the arena,
for this heat, takes part.  What is the mat.
ter? Clearly theoutsider js Drotesting in very
vigorous-terms, Every « in straining to
catch the meaning of it, won’t run 1"
“Look, she’s going to get off ! ““There’s
somcdmlgcnflheir's'hc' ound out !” ““Some
pPrecious French trick or othep!” “Oh, well,
that shows it’s al] a Put-up thing, These ;
thec mmentaries heardamon st i
on every side, Something like o decided }
of d sapprobation succeeds the ominous whis-
pering, when Fergus out into the
middle, and all are hushed to heay his ex.
planation,

“Ladies and gentlemen,”
lady who won the first race
of the outsiders, as ] may call her, all.‘mugh
she is a lady eminent and well known n
our profession-—refuses to run this heat on
the mare provided for her. (Slight applauge, )
l'mlnubludly that mare is inferior to the one
allotted to our Miss Viola Dancaster, Uy
fnrtmmlciy we have no horse —and is
doubtful if any exists—to match Miss Dan-
caster’'s mount. Byt our Blue and White
our Irene would not be our Ircne if she were
not as generoy she is plucky. She has of-
fered to change horses and run this race with
her rival on the mare Fer rival has refused,
and we, in the interest of fair play, have
consented,”

‘“Irene wins !” ghouted an excited young
gentleman from his box ; and then followed
such a burst of applause as N dismount-
ed and gave up d’Esperance tg hey rival, that
the very place shook to the sform,

There was a fair start, but it became
obvious in the first, lap that Nessa was to
suffer defeat at last.  Mrs, Redmond,
though she took no part in the contest,
scarcely breathed for the choking sense of
exultation as she saw the distance widening
between the two riders, There was an
unusual and ominous silence as Nessa
passed the starting place on the second lap
alengthbehind. Butshe never lost courage,
The mare she rode was the second best in
the stud, and had carried her home in
triumph many a time, She hoped to recover
the lost ground in the hext two laps, and,
sparing the whip, cried with cheerful en.
couragement to her mare, Suddenly it
became noticeable that the outsider was
losing ground ; and so she was, But it
was no fault of hers : d’Esperance had heard
Nessa’s voice behind, and become conscious
that she was not in the same hands, As
she slackened, her rider applied the whip,
and the high-tempered animal, who never
felt the whip from Nessa’s hand, resenting
the treatment, swerved from her course nm%
slackened still more, Only when Nessa’s
mare was neck and neck with her in the
third lap, and she was fired to her duty by
the roaring of the audience, now ma with
excitement, she recovered her temper, and
struck out to win, But it was too late
they were close to the winning post, and
there was no time to get the pace, and for
the first time in her record d’Esperance came
in second.

Mrs. Redmond bLit her lips through in Ler
vexation, and Fergns himself was astounded
Daprez beckoned him from his box, and g
few hurried words were exchanged as the
audience thundered peal after peal of ap-
Flause.
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company was entitled to take the prize of.
fered, yet the Management felt that 5 race
80 nobly won ealled for a signal mark of ap-
probation, irrespective of the winner’s posi-
tion, and he kneyw that he should be only
responding to the wish of all there in
senting to Miss Day » ¢
had been drawn
With that he 1o 1
Nessa with the clegue.
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professional, had no ful&e:l;‘huut“y';ﬁ out tak-
ing the gift ; hut she knew how to make
generoy :u'Lnm'.'!mlgnu-n:, and, touchin
D’Esperance with her heel, she trotte wlzng
the ring holding up the cheque 1 all
might see the yse Nessa had made of it,
Nessa was lifted from her saddle, yed
led robe, crowned with o} and
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Brazil's Neyw Constitotion,

President Fonge, a and his goy e
have favored the people of
outline of the constitution
which they Propose to govern the
This draft law, published by decree,
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§ gite closely the organie Igw of the
United State Like that instry
provides iy tne Congress of the
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late international and inter-State
to levy duties on foreign goods ir,
to impose o Stamp tax and posta] (;
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aiso stipulates that the execntiy
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Jesuit is to be suflered to resid
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restricted by the ability to read ana
Soldiers 11:1r]u'g.\'men:n’tniw«[h:x'z:.‘,
Considering the fact that the gover
owes its existence to the ; ’
astonishing provision,
features of this draft org
couree, will have much fle sh place
skeleton when the work of cop

fying comes before the ('

ed on Nov. 15. How far the
tainitsor iginalfeatures aftc ry
the Impending ordeal, it is
Should the soldiers take ofic
in which their services have

id the priests throw in their

ainst the government, as they
sure to do, it is more than
many important and radica]
made,

ngress,
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A Ship
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ay.

If to discuss were toact the nove]l g rec-
tacle (td Canadians at least) would g n be
witnessed of ap ocean steamship, fully
freighted, being conveyed across the .o intry
from Lake Ontarvio to {he Georgian B A
ship railway is the latest scheme. talked of
among practical engineers, who claim that
the plan is perfectly feasible and that by
expenditure of $12,000,000 the idea ¢
realized. Three tracks of the ¢pq
gauge, laid side by side, would be required,
At each end of the road lift locks woulq be
constructed to place the vessel on the capri.
age, while four turntables at certaip Points
along the route would enable vessels to pass
each other. It is estimated that three
locomotives would be sufficient to trans.
port a vessel of 2,000 tons weight,
inc]uding vessel and Cargo, or more
than 1,000 tons register at the rate of
ten miles per hour or seven hours for sixty-.
six miles.  Were the Project carried out it
would save 428 miles of lake navigation ang
28 miles of canal between Chicago and Mon.
treal, enabling a propeller from Chicago tq
reach Montreal or ¢ven Quebec before jf
could reach Buffalo, and save at least three
days between Chicago and the Atlantic sea.
board. Besides, it could hardly fail to diver(
much of the traffic from the railways operat.
ing in the Northwestern States to Canadiag
lines, seeing that the route would offer facilj.
ties for the movement of freight Incompar.
ably superior to those through American
territory. The scheme will fprr,lml,ly be
brought before the attention of the Domin.
ion parliament next session, when it may be
expected a more detailed explanation ‘wil]
be made. Meanwhile, the old project of a
Huron-Ontario Ship Canal is abandoned, as
being less practicable and twice as expensive
‘as the ship railway.
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The Largest Boller in the World.

What is described in an American mechan.
ical journal as the largest boiler ever built
was tested a week or twoe ago at one of the
clectric-lighting stations in New York,
It is said to be encased in a vertical shell
# inch thick, and to contain G0O tubes, each
of which are 3 inches in diameter. The
length of these tubes if stretched ont would
reach 7200 feet, or very nearly 11 miles,
The whole boiler contains 6000 square feet
of Imuting surface, and is of 1000 horge
power,




