LOVERS OF NATU
Interesting Leter From Capt. H. H. Woods, Y. M. C 3
A. Worker With the Canaadian Forcesin France
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If an Eskimo is offended with

another, he composes a gong to set
forth his grievance. When it is
finished, he invites everyone, includ-
ing the offender, to hear it. Tf the
audience approves of the song, the
complainant is considered to have:
justified himself; if not, he is sup-
posed to have been punished. If an
Eskimo should lose or break some
article that he has borrowed, the
owner usually comforts him. If the
owner shows resentment, he remains
quite calm, for the Eskimo consider
that only one person need be annoy-
ed at a time. If nations in their ac-
cumulation of knowledge should
adopt some such pelicy for the solu-
tion of internatinal problems grow-
ing out of the world’s misgovernment
the horror of war wounld be practical-
ly deleted. Yet during the period
of patient preparation for the allied
offensive, results of which have made
and are making pleasant reading for
those at home, who have been suffer-
ing anxiety and uncertainty, most
varied and interesting have been the
experiences of our Canadian soldiers,
These give certain recompense for
the harder side of presemt day war-
fare.
With the Spring season came birds
that did not speak English and to
whose notes 'the Tommies fitted
words in much the same fashion as
they have provided words to- the
sounds and calls of the bugle. Among
our fighting men are many disgiples
of Francis of Assisi wiho long ago set
the pleasant fashion of = makin
friends with his ‘“Little Brothers o
the Air” and of studying their habits
with minute and particular care an
gaining a speaking acquaintank
with the feathered friends of
tield and wood. Cuckoos called con-
tinually. Finches, beantiful in plum-
age and song, fluttered and still flut-
ter about the copse and lane. Mag-|
pies, smart in strut and structure,
seemed always to have been most
actively engaged first in building
‘their strong nests, then in guarding.
their treasures of eggs and later
teaching their young to fly. Now we
see them hunting far afield, as the
ultimate gleaners, for the liberal
living 'which only awaits their visita-
tion to land beng prepared for Fall
planting. At ,the present season .of
the year all the birds are silent ex-
cept for a casual snatch of faint
mausic. One of the wonders of the
war is the slight regard the birds pay
to the noise of the guns and the
confusion of the fbattlefield. The
astonished soldier ‘writes home of the
song birds that warble and build
close behind the lines, and of the
nests and eggs of ground birds dis-
covered even in old shell heles:-It
takes, no doubt, something more
than bursting shrapnel and the roar
of cannon to disturb the ingrained
habit of Spring and Autumn migra-
tions, and the concerts and house-
keeping of the birds,
It would appear that soldiers are
a big bundle of contradictions —
mostly good. Trained to kill they
show human tenderness toward and
interest in the small things of life.
Birds, woods, streams, flowers, ete.
On rambles from Rest ICamip you will
find them gathering flowers,
“Marguerite, bleuet ¢harmant
Ardent croguelicot mmp
Serres par un bout de ruban
Fout le boguet des' Fleurs de
France,” :
many of which are enclosed in their
letters for home. Some for Mademai-
selle, where they might be billeted,
oftimes the beginning of abtentions
which culminate in marriags. In

this my sympathy is with the £anad- |

fan girls; howeyer their loss—their
sacrifice—in this respect will make
for a further strengthening of rela-
tionships and ties between the K Eng-
“s'lll‘hud French speaking pedples.
ey
ciate the cugtoms, charm of har-
acter, graciousness and natural cous-
tesy of the French, . Their. :
fonship in war w the | id
‘poilug’ as they rub shoulders with
every social scale meafis companion-
ship in peace and the complete ce-
menting of a new bond of friendship .
between our Allies, This companion-
ship includes the Britisk Tommy and
Yankee Sammy. Many are the cos-
mopolitan and animated groups to
be seen, each individual member
rightly loving best what is, his own;
each believing primarily in themselv-
es, but with ideals the same., It is
that spirit which makes for true

patriotiem. -~ Theése miay appear to}’

be very small things: But, after all,
it is the little things which -make for
pleasantwess in a t,world, where there
is all too much that is unpléasant.
This is only one mwz:wﬁoh m
fact that danger faced in common
is still the strongest hond of union
between man and man.

i

1

are learning alsd to appre- |

{ing promptly

harvest which promises to give an
unqualified vietory to our arms in;

the final stages of the struggle be-{ "

tween right and wrong ideals.  Such

thoughts help ome forget sad sights, |

the most pathetic of which have beea
the stream after stream of refugees
with their all on their donkey carts,
men, woimen and  children, leaving
their homes: which they knew, by
the time they might return, would by
the -advance and retreat of the Ger=
man hordes bhe destroyed?  Even
while they find sanctuary in com-~
munities alloted to them  they con
tinue to think of the .old home.

Their admirable spirit and faith. i8]

: return  }
following close upon the advance of i
the Allies. It is a great procession
made up of earts, household  goods,
live stock, agricultural machines, etc.

During the time of preparition
many are the moments outside of
training time given to musie of all
sorts. Irstrumeénts of various hinds
are unearthed from pockets or kits
and help greatly to fill up the
!“‘chinks,” while the piano and the
ever popular gramaphohe aré worked |
overtimie.” Music is introduced into
iraining hours by the bands; graups
of men wbjst!inior singing as they
march, ete. It satd the wills of
Messene were built and those. eof
Athens pulled down to music. If
this he true, poor Heinte will ‘suffer
severely when the full pressure of
our ginging treops 18 brought to bear |
upon him. ; i

Many, too, are the lettsrs written |
during these periods when 'life is|
whittled down to waitinz with the
immediate prospect of having a thrill

journey

shown upon their

in every minute. To-the lot of thel

officers falls ceaseless:
censoring. Censoring - letters : 48
rather 2 monotonous task, -but to the
officer with-an appreciation of humor!

it has its compensations..  They know'|,

the history, tragedy, poetry; pathos,
heroics, humor, etc., that is being
wrilten.  Never before. were com-
munications so laden with mess :
of such. vital importance.  War is
£urely responsible for making heavy
‘demands upon the postal systeme of
many conntries. . £

One officer was réading a letter
written by a wounded soldier at a
‘casualty clearing station.  The let-
ter was in praise - of the patiant's
surroundings, but the reader hardly
‘knéw where he stood when he read:

““This isra lovely place. The doc-
tors are yery clever, the nurses are:
véry kind, the orderlies are decent
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“Leaye’” provides plenty of scope
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You ask me when I ani” getting
‘ledve” . Well, I do mot kniow what
you mean. ' 'We have naver heard of
it' out here. Perhaps you  will tell
me il fuller detail what youw mean
when you write next.” : *
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‘needless to say the story came t&{e# an

An Irish  soldier, - after eight
ofths ‘of hard, active service, ap-

m
fed for a furlough. His request

was granted, and then it dawned on hit
him that he had no money to takej’
pdvantage of his holiday. He wanted

$100 to go to Paris. | ;
He was at his wits’ end, there be-
ing no time to be lost, when he re-
called his old mother’s advice to ap-
ply to the good God abave in time of
trouble. = So he wrote and posted his
letter. e .
““Dear Lord: Here I am  after
fightin’ ten months (kindly note it
took two months from time of ap-
~for his .leave (o come

work {8 somewhat unplesant, bu
'y’ be glad to hear that I kitled 5
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But hetter still was the experience:
of anether officer, whe read: 2
‘;Dmr.mot‘hwié.&uevgu officer has
arrived this week; will tell you what
he i8 lfk'tkwﬁenlg‘a‘”a green en- |
velope.” ¢
Thhe green envelope is provided by
ithe army to those who desire to have
their letters censored = at the base.
‘This makes it impossible for.those |
knowing the writer to learn the con-
tenots of any iiet,ter,u o 2
ccasloiml ally will be found
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soldier, who wrote at the head of a 1ife..

letter to his mother, “Braich yn d
ran.” - This: partienlar censor be-
lieving it to be a Welsh 0, {
like “God. bless our home
lowed it to pass.  To the soldier's
mother it read, “Arm in tears,” an
she kmew. hier son  was somewhere

veal-er}:’iﬁ\él‘t‘od by the man, whose
e . ‘been 3 in writin,
‘, _,‘ been m-l g,
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A few are fickie as shown by’
story of the ¢oloréd soldier

taking edre the boy dictated whi
wanted 16 say to one girl.

was finished he asked. *“Would
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Their experience and education |1

continued as they learn through the

national days of each nation coming|

in the same month, viz., Canada, July
1st; United States, July 4th; France,
July 14th; followed by that of Bel-

gium, to estimate the walue of the ||

united stfength ~of “worthy ecom-
Panions enthusiastically fighting a
common fee, This may explain to a
certain extent the difference between
1914-—the bheginning of the war—
and 1918-—the start of the fifth year
—oeach has a higher estimation of
the other—with the better under-
l;tanding they are marching fo wyic-:
ory: canpdl

Spring preparation, or more truly,’
continuous preparation, has resulted
on the land, in'a wonderful harvest:
which soldiers, ecivilians, ‘men and
women, young and old, have helped'
garner while younger boys ‘and girls:
have by their gleaning
cleaning of every vestage of
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