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THE ROYAL

By the time The
reaches its readers the Royal Commission 
to inquire into the dobditton Of thé mfuuK 
clpal affairs of the city of Victoria will 
have begun its work,% Prom what can be 
gathered there Is now a greats# disposi­
tion on behalf of some of the more irate 
members of the City Council to co-operate 
with the Comthlssion ah as to securefthe 
best results from the investigation. There 
is reason to hope and expect that it will 
be productive of increased economies and I 
more efficiency in the public service. There 
are some apparent duplications in office. 
For instance, there-are a number of en­
gineers and surveyors employed in charge 
of various works. .Why should there not 
be one chief engineer instead of eo many 
minor magnates I There are those who
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Guaranteed Waterproof-Wiil Always Remain
Soft and Pliable

122 GOVERNMENT ST., VICTORIA

Doughs SiTHE LAW OF LIBEL.
The law of libel has undergone many 

changes of late years, and, from the pub­
lishers’ point of view, these changes have 
been for the better. There was a time in 
the history of the English courts, and, per­
haps we need not get so far away from 
Canada for that matter, when, if a man 
knew of corruption and bribery, he must 
keep his mouth shut ; there was a time 
when, if a man saw another commit a 
crime, he could be sued for UbeL To day, 
things are different. The newspaper of to-1 
day is an indispensable institution, and if 
the papers of this city were stopped, they 
would resemble a lot of electric cars sleep­
ing on the street without power. It is the 
bounden duty of the paper to be the guard­
ian of public purity. The press is always 
j ast tiled in protecting the public by stating' 
facte; even if they work to the great disad­
vantage of dishonorable, tricky and deceit-1 
ful men. Newspapers are not to be shut 
up by threats of libel suits. They may 
make mistakes, sometimes, errors of judg­
ment, in printing matter of a personal 
character which is not based upon sufflel-
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