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THE ROYAL ooni)iibudb. Bl
By the time THE Omnow. JOURNAL] 3

reaches its readers the Roysl Commission ' o

to inquire Into the éondition of the miunl

cipal affairs of the city of Vloto:h wﬂl 5 \: ’ h q
Y MEN’S MACH NTOSH E$)

tion on behalf of some of the more !nto
members of the City Counecil to co-operate
with the Comniission 80 as to seocure the
best resulés from the investigation. 'l‘here
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is reason to hope and expect that it will
be productive of increased economies and | ¢ _10 ' I l‘ ' $: 35 —

more efficiency in.the publicservice, There
are some apparent duplications in office.

gineers and surveyors employed in charge

cineer and surveporsemiored 1o cnrge | GUATAnteed  Waterproof-Witl  Always Remain7

of various works. Why should there not
be one chief engineer instead of so many
minor magnates? There are those who

Soft and Pliable

ETEIETE 09 COVERNMENT ST VICTORIA:
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a system has been found to work well
elsewhere, Why should it not answer

here? Two or three reliable independent
men would, itjis said, carry on matters
much better than a body of elective alder-
men who, in the nature of things, must
have axes to grind, if it be only for the

purpose of securing their own re-election.
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THB' LA W OF LIBEL

The law of ubel has undergone many
changes of late years, and, from the pub-
lishers’ point of view, these changes have
been for the better, There was a_time in
the history of the English courts, and, per-
haps we need not get so far away from
Canada for that matter, when, if a man
knew of corruption and bribery, he must
keep his mouth shut; there was a time
when, if 4 man saw another commit a
crime, he could be sued for libel. To-day,
things are different. The newspaper of to-
day is an indispeunsable institution, and if
the papers of this city were stopped, they
would resemble a lot of electric cars sleep-
ing on the street without power. It is the
bounden duty of the paper to be the guard-

ian of public purity. The press is always
justified in ﬂroleeunx the public by stating’
facts; even if they work to the great disad-

vantage of dishonorable, tricky and deceit-
tul men. Newspapers are not to be shut
up by threats of libel suits. They may
make mistakes, sometimes, eérrors of judg-

ment, in printing matter of a personal
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possible injury to reputation by a pnblic
disavowal of intent to injure, and by re-

publllher vetaliated; he could, no doubt,
very often show that the libel wu the out-

laws, bat there is much yet to bé done
before it will guarantee the publisher im-
munity from designing men, who take this
meansfof showing the world that they have
really a reputation that could be injured.

Best VALUE in the City.

come of persistent attempts to blackmadl.| .~ . . . iy
The law of libel in British Columbia is ' _ ' a2
quite liberal in comparison to previous B. , I . v " ,

a7 JOHNSON STREET, VICTORIA.




