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Contemporarn Opinions.

(From Zion's Herald )
Layard's Biscoveries — The Arts and Seripture.

The regearches of Dr. Layard, in Assyria,
have excited universal interest in the scien-
tific world ; his published volumes, however,
were but preliminary glimpses of the explor-
ations and results which he has achieved
since their publication. No portion of his-
torical antiquity was more completely ob-
scured than the annais of Assyria; Mr.
Layard's resesrches have lifted the veil and
disclosed to us a magnificence of national
importance of which the allusions of Greek
and Hebrew historians, siriking as they are,
gave us noadequate idea, I'hese discover-
1es not only promise us much of the history
of the most splendid of ancient empires, but
they have already modified considerably our
moiions of ancient art, and are throwing new
light and confirmation on the Sacred Re-
cords. Stringer & Towunsend’s “Interna-
tional Weekly Miscellany” contains a pri-
vate -letter from Layard to Kellogg, the
painter, who accompanied him in a former
Eastern journey. 1o this letter Mr. Layard
intimates his strong impression that his dis-
coveries will refute the common opinion of
the Egypto-Pheenician origin of the arts.

e says: —

! When I said that the arts may have pas-
sed from Egypt into Greece, I merely al-
luded 1o the popular opinion, without adher-
ing toit. Jtis not altogether inmprobable
that they came from another source. Pha-
nicia was 100 much of a trading province 1o
devote any great attention to the higher
branches of the arts, and I am not aware of
any monument existing which can be traced
to that people, and show a very high know-
ledge of architecture or sculpture. The
designs we have on their early coins, and
:lrticulnly of the coins called ‘the un-

nown of Celicia,” and those belonging to
cities on the Southern coast of Asia Miuor,
were introduced by the Pheenician colon-
ists, and eventually show that Pheenicia had
borrowed from the Assyrians and not from
the Egyptians. lundeed, as their language
and written characters (for the cuneiform,
you must remember, appears only to bave
been a monumental character, perhaps Se-
metic, like the hieroglyphics of Egypt,
coincided with lbmogf"l’l:: Atsyriunz,yii: ig
most probable that their sympathies were
with that people, _

I sssume that the language of the two
nations was'the same ; this may have been
the case at one period, but whether through.-
out the existence of the Assyrian empire
may be doubtful. At any rate, I believe
the real Assyrians and the Pheenicians, like
all the nations occupying Syria and Meso-
potamia, to have been of the pure Semetic
stock. I regret that I have not time to
make you a skeich of a bas-relief, A speci-
men of this kiud would at once show you
bow much nearer allied the arts of Greece
are with those of Assyria, than with those of
Egypt. One thing appears now to be pret-
ty certain—that all Western Asia, Persia,
Susiana, Media, Asia Minor, &c , were fun.
damentally indebted 10 Assyria ‘for their
knowledge of the arts. Persepolis is a
mere copy of an Assyrian monument, as far
as the sculpture aud ornaments aro cou-
cerned, with the addition of external archi-

judge, the Assyrians appear tv have been
almost entirely iguoraut.

"There is no reason therefore to reject al.’
together the supposition that the arts may
have been transinitied from Assyria, through
Pheenicia, into Greece, or indeed that the
arts may have passed jnto that country
through Asia Minur. The Assyriags in the
extreme elegance and taste displayed in
their ornameaots, in their study of anatomy,
and in their evident attempts at composition,
had much in common with the Greeks. |
think artists will be surprised when they see
the collections of drawings 1 bave been able
to make, and that one of the results of the
discoveries at Nimroud will be new views
with regard to the early history of the arts.”

We have heretofore alluded several times
to the bearings of these researches on Bibli-
cal learning. = M¢. Layard says ou tbis sub-
ject :—

*“ In a religious point of view, there is no

the monuments of Aseyria, During my la-
bours, without being able 10 devote much
thought or attention to the subject, I have
been continually struck with the curious illus-

Bibie, which these records afford. In a his-
torical and archzological point of view, |
know nothing more interestiug and more
promising than the examination of the ruins
of Assyria. Que of the vasiest empires that
ever existed —the power of whose king ex-
tended, at one period, over the greater patt
of Assyrian—whose advance in civilization
and knowledge is the theme of angient his-
torians—disappeared #o suddenly from the
face of the earth, that it has left scarcely a
trace, save ils name, behind. Even the
names of its kings are not satisfactorily
known, and out of the various dynastic
lists preserved, we are unable to select nue
worthy of credit.  As 1o their deeds, we
have been in the most profound darkness;
ard were it not for the record of their
sirength and greatness which we find in the
Scriptures, we should scarcely credit the few
traditions which the Greeks have preserved
to us.  Afier the lapse of two thousand five
hundred years, a mere chance has thrown
their history in cur way, and we have now
their deeds chronicled 1n writing and in
sculpture.

Wete I much given to the explanation of
such things by a reference to superhuman
interference, I should be inclined to think
that the Almighty hiad designedly kept these
monumects buried in the earth, uatil the
time Lad arrived when man had sufficient
leisure and knowledge 1o discover the con-
teats of records, written in an uoknowy
characier, that he might prove 1o them how
great was the power which he so suddenly
destroyed, and how fully the prophecies up-
on the subject were fulfilled. Had these
sculptures and inscriptions remained above
ground, they would have utterly disappeared

of their former existence. 4lad they Leen
casually discovered before the present cen-
tury, they would probably have been used
for cement in the construction of the walls
ofa city. In fact, the moment fut their dis-
cuvery has, in every way, been most propi-
tious.”

Every new despatch from Mr. Layard is
receired with renewed iuterest; and the
learned world is lookiug with sanguine ex-
pectations of still more surprising and im-
portaut disclosures.

(From the Halifar Christian Messcuger,)
Coleridge.

Coleridge, who died only a few years
since, was undoubtedly one of the master
minds of the age. For depth and extent of
original thought, and a clear and powerful
insight into the moral and intellectual strue-
ture of the human mind he has had few sn-
periors. Ilis wonderlul conversational pow-
ers were such as to become proverbial, whe-
ther engaged in matters of common Iterary
dixcussion or touching on the deepest sour-
ces of wetaphysical speculation.  1ie hadin
addition a singularly vivid aud distinet view
of the nature and inuportance of spirtual re-
ligon.  But with all these powers of thought
and high qualifications as a writer both of
prose and poetry, a very large portion of
his existence wus sunk 1n the inordinate and
degrading use of opium. Very late in hife
his sense of religious truth appeared to ac-
quire its due ascendency and to rescue him
from his wretched thraldom. Alas, how
powerful issin! How ofien des it enable
Satan to Jead captive at his will thousands
on whom Providence has bestowed the mosn
shining talents.  With its indulgence iw
power increases, and its victiins soon lase all
hope or chance of deliverance, Surely we
may ask what source of real happiness has a
man without religion? ‘I'he more brilliant
his parts, the greater eensibility he ofien
has of truth itself, instead of conlribuling as
itought to his happiness and enjoyment,
only leods a keener edge 1o his misery.
Such was the case of Coleridge. How af-
fectingly does his language depict the utter
incapability of earthly things o give com.
fort to the soul, and show the misery of o
spirit that has no God to lean upon ‘in the
hour of anguish and in the prospect of death.

doubt that much important informaiion may

Oue of the strongest proofs of the valye and

long ere any records could have been made.
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be expected from a careful investigation of ‘ excelleney of relizion s drawn from the '
!cnmrast eoofien presented by the deplorable

condition of those who have it nor, as ac- ! for
How frequent-
.y have bad men of the highest talent and i when the steamers or
'rations of little-understood passages in the | influence in the world left a dying testimony
many
who delighted the world by their wit, nver-
powered it with their eloquence or astonish-
ed it with their knowledye or their learning,
possessing mental powers which elevated
them far above the ardinary ranvk of their
fellow men, and excited the cuvy or admira-
tion of thousands, who, could the secret re-
cesses of their hearts have been exposed 1o
view, would, even during the most brilliant
periods of their lives, have exhibited instan-

y knowledged by themselves,

of their fully and delusion.  How

ces of the inost finished wretchedness ; who

with the beasts that parish !
ing and serving him.

but misery in its most fearful forms can be
expected or deserved.
entertain just views of their relations 10 God

has connected with sin, has been sent in

consideration, repentance and emendment
of life. How truly preferable, even in the

genius and knowledge, however idolized by
the world, but wh» are sirangers to them-

the life that now is, as well as of that which

that future existence shall be revealed that
the true and eternal boundaries shall be fixed
aud known beiween those who fear God and
thote who fear him not.  Tlhe case of Cole-

dences on record in favour of Temperance
principles—Opium or Alcohal will equally

soul aud body if they but onee are suffered

luded victims,

(From the Turonto Globe.)
Sunday Traveliiag.

We think no povernment office of any
kind should he opened sn Sabbath—that no
mail contractor should carry public mails
on Babbath—that no canal-lock should be
open on Sublhath, and that no toll
should he taken on the public roads on Sab-
bath.  I'here is po baif-way house in this
(matter.  Either we 1ust recognize God’s
Plaw 1n its fui! extent, or set it aside,

Few

be injured by obeying any command of the
Decalogue : but we have nothing to do with
consequences.  The sceptic will keep the
Sabbath, because tlie very constitution of
our frames requires one day of rest in seven,
because the very beasts of the Geld willhave
it; but the Chrisiian is not left to doubt in
the matter,—he has byt tp obey. Wedo
nat believe in a * national couscience,” bui
we do believe in-the national representatives
having consciences each man for himself,
aod we do think that when the test comes
a large proportion of the members of the
present Parliament will not he ashamed to
confess that they respect the Divine Jaw.
We know all the ** eyilg’ which will at-
tend the carrying out such * extreme views"
—merchants would want tieir letiers ““a
whole day.” English letters might not be re-
plied to for a whole week; an affectionate pa-
ent might not hear that his child wasdying in
a neighbouring city—special evidence in a
law suit, just come to light, might arrive too

disappointed and diszusted with the past and
hopeless for the future, shave Spent their
latest years in brooding over their inward
anguish, and as death drew near, acknow.
ledged in ihe bitterness of their spirits, that
all was vanity, deception aud folly. Can we
wonder that such imen have ofien expressed
their fervent desire that they had wever been
born, or have wished 1o exchange condition
Itix, when we
duly consider it, little surprising.  Gol cre-
ated man in his own image, capable of lov-
With a “mind then
alienated from the very source of his being,
and at enmity with his great Creator, what

Were men only to

and to eternity they would feel aud acknow-
ledge that the very torture of soul which he

love and mercy to restore them to the true

end of their being, to bring them back 1o

present world, is the lot of those who fear
and verve God, however abscure their con-
dition or inferior their attainments, to the
most gifted or admired among the sons of

selves and 10 God! who neglect or perhags
despise his 1evealed will, and count his fa-
vour and his grace as the mere dreams of
enthusiasm. Godliness has the promise of

is to come, but it is only wheu the scenes of

ridge affurds one of the most striking evi-

perform their mission of destruction both of

to stupefy aud enslave thesr hapless aud de- |
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Eoncral Misceliony,

Brserictar Ervecrs of
Its influence is essential (o
growth of plants, to the Preservation of wyy,.
a4 state of{ﬂuidny‘ 1o the existence of 5,,' ’
flame, to the reqpiration ofall kind, of m..,,“‘

to the process of €vaporation and the Produc
of rain and dew; to support the cloyds, and

X .
give buoyancy to the feathered trihes,

regu.m of the winds—the vehiele of smells—qp
medium of sounds—and tjie rouree of ail |y
pleasures we derive from e harmaniey
itis the cause of that unjve
dour which are d\ffused ; :
advantages we derive l'rou::zz:’nr::,‘n o
! 22 gandeve.
ing twilight ; and all these ldvumgn are men
fully secared by the transparency of itg Particle
anc by its baing rendered iuupahhoﬂeh'g‘,
gealed into a solid body. W hat, thea, would be
the consequences were the easth to be divesteq
of its atmosphere ? Were the hand of
tence to detach this body of air from our globe,
n'nd could we suppose lwing beings at the same
time to exist, the landscape of the earth weald
be disrobed of all its vegelable beauties, and not
a plant or flower would he seen over the whele
face of nature ; the springs and rivers would
cease to flow,even the waters of the wighy deep
would be dried up and its lowest caverns cxpes
ed to view, Like frightful and hideous deserte.—
No fire nor heat woul® cheer the abode of maa,
either by day or by night, no rain nor dews weuld
refresh the fields, no gentle zephyrs.wonld Llog,
nor aromatic perfumes be wafted from bivoming
flowers.  The birds would no longer wing ghew
flight on ligh, nor would their warblings be
heard among -the groves. No sound w hatever
would be heard throughout the who'e expanee of
Natare, universal silence would remain ande
turbed throughout the world, nud the delights of
music be for ever unknown. The tuorning would
be no longer ushered 1n by the dawn, northe day
protracted by the evenmg twilight. Al would
be gloom and obscurity by day, except in thet
’ quarter of the heavens where the sun appeared,
and no artificial hight nor fiame could be procu-
! crd 10 cheer the darkness of the night. Tle
whole xurfuce of the glube would present one
| wade prospect of barrenness and desoiation with-
ont a single olject of beauty to rehieve the hor-
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of mueye,
real hight and Splen

rors of the scene ; and this carth, wisch now pre.

i sents to the beholder g0 many ohjecte of subiimi
v and loveliness, would appear as if it had sutd
into the primitive chians whenee it arose.

But as we are eertam thaty accordine 10 the

’ present economiy of the animn! svstem, no by

f iIngcereature conid existinsu~h a state of things,

it would be an weviable consequence of the as-

silnlation of the atmosphere, that ail the myniads
of I;:n'_' beinga which now people the waters
and the earth, would sink uto irremediable de-
struction. and the great globe wo inhabit be trane
formed into oue e nse sepnlclire, withouten-
{jryment, motion, or lite. — London Horkingmen's
Fricad.

Neusoy's Puarrur Dicistor.—Lord Neloon's
manner, apart irom duty, was universally kind
and even playful to all around him ; an amusing
instance of which, as well ae of his exireme qurek-
ness, occurred during this cruise in the Mediter-
ranean. One bright morning, when the ship was
moviag about four knots an hour through a very
smooth sea, everything on board being ordery
and quict, there was a sudden ery of * aman
overboard ! A inidshipman named Fion, 2
good draughteman, who had been sitting on C'f“'k‘
comfortably skeiching, started at the ery, and
looking over the side of the ship, saw ls own
servant, who was no swunmer, flounder ng 0
the sea.  Belore Flinn's jacket could be off, the
captawn af marices had thrown the man a cha.s
through the port-hole insthe ward-rovm, to keep
him fluating, and the next instant Flino had flung
himscltoverboard, and was swimming te the res
cue. The admiral having witnessed the wh'-
affair from the quarter deck, was Ingity ceaght
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he said with a good natured smv‘lv on
wStap young gentlemen. Mr. Flinn
d“w‘;allanllhu?z to-day—uand he has d
sy glliunllhlngl ln-h-rv-.—lnr winch he
1ol i.u reward; but nnnd, 1 H- Lave no more
;m'_v Leutcnants for servants fulling averboa

\emnirs of Dr. Scott, Nelson's Claplain,

Esocuaxcr oF lear asp Corn —We
the body capabie ol resisting @ temrpernture
seient 10 decompose dead malter. Anumal
well as wen, have been eaposed toa degre
beat exceeding that ol'l.r?ulmg \.vuc-r, and w
catininry g when at the same lnm- u therm
vt placed under the tongue has indicated
devation of a few degreces only above the na
sl siandard. The power of resistance s Fn
st duration ; for the nervous influence is
austed by o cxtraordinury a demlnd.. Cl
ieal ager 13 come 1nto play, and matter s rea
As regards cold, the «
How

od mto hit-less form.
law prevails, the hinite are lhf: nlume.
grest the power mnay .be of resisting it, as soc
\he nervous energy is exhausted, the syste
subject to 1jury. 1 bave witneesed the ef
ol cold toa lon g eadured vpon the httle pe
rons, who are barbarously exposed to it du
the winter season, al St. Petersburg. The
‘ear it for a time, as they sit on their horses,:
ping their hands, and singing to keep up

courage ; but tlus fails thewm by degrees, a
mlly benumbed, they fall from their saddl
1 state of torpor which nothing but rolling
athe snow will overcome. ‘There s eeld:
sere given at St. Petereburg, in the extret
sad weatlwr that occurrences of this sort ar
recorded. o very cold mights the eentin
trequently frozen o death, f not rehieved at
mtervals.  As lonyg as nervons excitement
e keptoup, the resistance ofcold i3 very 4
Gen. Pirollsky intoriie «ine that o the ex
ten to Kluva, nowwithsanding the intens
ol the cold, the soldiers marched alaag s
wili tie breas's of their coats epen, but v
Dazasihey were flashied with the ope o
sy \Vlu-‘n- there s notlinry o exeite
#.ore expasule Lo the cold takes place onl
e commnt roul.s o ol parade ity (fqm
‘Lects are lunentably hvlleby thes: long ex
Lot dathe time of trs Grand Dake Con
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