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me gold tried in the fire.; What, then, would the do
minion of the whole work! be to me, and what indeed 
to the love of God that be hath been pleased to shed 
abroad in my heart ? My dear brother, praise God 
for St. Buy Mr. Crabb a very large Bible, that when 
he looks upon it he may bless his God, and think what 
good he hath done for my poor soul, through the gra
cious influence of the Spirit of God ; and the rest he 
may dispose of to the glory of God, and the good of 
l»oor souls. And what is between you and me think 
no more of ; and pray, my dear brother, send your 
Miildren to school, and I will pay for them as long as 
I am able. And do see that our dear brother ik not in 
want of any thing that I can do for him." 1 hope that 
God will be merciful to all my dear friends who are 
yet in darkness : may they be filled with the Spirit of 
God, and may they feel the pardoning love of God 
shed abroad in their hearts ! Do, my dear brother, if 
possible, assemble them together, and prevail on that 
good man Mr. Crabb to lie with them, if possible, (1 
know he is a dear lover of souls,) that he may assist 
them in turning to God. I fear what you can say to 
them will lie of no great use ; for, remember the words 
of our Saviour, that a ‘ Prophet hath no honour in his 
own country.’ My dear brother, how can you rest, 
ocing any so nearly related to you, so far from God? 

^f> when will God ccaso to be merciful ? It is said, 
when the tide ceases to ebb and flow, then may God 
cease to be merciful. See them,—

“ Lo, os a narrow Beck of laed,
Twixt two unbounded «cas ihry stand '
<1 tiod, their Inmost soul convert !"

Be sure you do as I have desired in the name of tho 
Lord, and for the glory of his holy name ; and my love 
to all that are in him, and that arc wanting to turn to 
him. Pray excuse this, and write as soon asyou con
veniently can.

“ Adieu, dear brother,
1 “ Elizabeth Wallbridge.”

I should have rejoiced to have added here an ex
tract from n letter which she wrote to her brother not 
long after this, and in which she gave an interesting 
•"'count of the manner of her receiving the blessing of 
entire sanctification ; but Mr. Wallbridge informed 
:nc that it was lost or destroyed before the preserve- 
lion of her letters was deemed a matter of any special1 
moment.

( To be concluded in our next.)

[irofeasing Christians : then, we confess we ami 
oss to discover on what ground of secular p 

seek to iocorporate it with tbe articles of ta 
of England. They perhaps imagine that it] 
our clergy with a sort of prettige, and oar dh 
self with an authority, which neither could [ 
without it ; that it conféra a title of more 
man origin, and places the church upon a foetiag 
which no merely secular power could bestow;à* 
it affords her a sort of protection—closing the dew 
at once against separation, and holding ep msmtat 
■hip ns a thing in itself more desirable on.thisaeeeeet 
If policy enter at all into tbe question, it mast, ie 
fact, assume some such shape as this, and latine * 
upon its own ground, we decidedly controvert!* 
positions. We say that tbe Church of Eegjaei 
wants no such help, and stands on a much surer,aed 
bettor basis without it. The Church of fnjhd 
holds forth the book of life to her people aed toibi
world ; she ordains 
to preach the

>ps and priests to te 
Life, even Christ Jews;

bisho 
Lord of

she con-trains them to preach nothing ooatrery 
lo the written word, and «I that that word coetahw 
as of divine commandment ; and what more is neem* 
vary ; nay, who will presume to add any thingtaithe 
words of tbe BooU What then,—shall her minis, 
ters or her bishops pass by tbe high ground of ssii|h 
tural authority, ana stand upon the mere pbycfaiii 
fact (if such really could be proved to exist) of pw- 
■onal succession ? For our part we deny the expe
diency of that proceeding. We see uo wisdom er 
expediency in it ; but tbe contrary. We think » 
wonlil lie injurious to ministers, because it woeld 
tend to make them lean on a barren title, without »%

MINISTERIAL.

AKKSTOLICAL SUCCESSION
Wr. trust it will not be supposed that wc have un
dertaken to lead our readers through the long and 
d ark defile of the controversy on ministerial succes
sion : that would, indeed, lie a task for which we 
have neither leisure, nor ability. We merely glance 
at it, and have no wish either to go into it ourselves, 
or induce others to do so. We are not aware that 
any who maintain the doctrine, go so fares to assert 
broadly, that it is one absolutely necessary to salva
tion. Supposing they do not, and supposing they 
.idmit Umt it is one not so clearly revealed to us in 
sen pul re, as to hold a primary place in the creed of

lie was then afflicted, Rad in needy circumstances.

deavouring to set that seal lo their apostlwhip, W 
which they may be certainly known and read ef an 
men, namely, their doctrine and their life. Nav*!) 
rejecting this tradition, what, we ask, do we tekf 
from the church, or in what respect do we meddfe 
with her polity ? We answer,—we take nothhg 
away, and meddle with her in no wise. Herepiw 
pacy and. her ordination remain untouched. Were- 
cognise her ministers in all their legal and ecclesias
tical title, wherever we meet them ; and mo reefer 
week) nut withhold from them their superior tide ef 
ambassadors of Christ, when we find tbe doetriaf 
they preach, and tbe manner of their life—their 
preaching and their practice, in short, in conformity 
with that elevated office. Now we say, if policy 
were to have aoy place in the discussion of the lids 
of mere succession, sound policy would consist in 
entirely throwing it from us, and standing upou the 
ground of works, of faith, and of doctrine. Every 
other warrant of the ambassadorial character is peer 
and imperfect compared with this ; it is thus, and 
thus only, that our clergy can make “ full proof of 
their ministry.’* Tbe apostle Paul has given an am
ple detail of tbe particulars ; and we shall merely 
refer to his recital. Shall we, then, have any négo
ciation with those who tender us another, a différé** 
and far inferior certificate ? Shall we be cooteet 
with the wrinkled parchment of” succession,** whe* 
so much more satisfactory proof of the gift is attain** 
life ? Surely, this would be no way to stir up tbe gra
ces of the ambassadorial character, to improve the of
fice, the shepherd or the flock ; but the very reverse. 
But, perhaps, it will be said, you thus open a wide 
door to dissent. • • Let the reader turn the
matter in his own mind, and he must perceive that 
nothing will be more likely to prevent it, than that 
“full prooP’ of the ministry on which we are insisting. 
Let our clergy throw from them this fictitious or most 
questionable title ' succession,* and rest solely o* tho** 
other proofs to which we have alluded, and we ven
ture to say, that tbe ranks of dissent will gain nothing 
from such misconceived humiliation. No ; it i* th** 
that our church will most effectually secure the affto- 
done of her own people, and win over others to bat 
communion. It is by flinging off this remnant of


