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EASTER SUNDAY

ASTER, A SEABON OF REJOICING

Throughout the
the light of our holy
keard today the
Catholic Church
is risen !" Why, we may be asked,
are all men thus called to share |
in the joy of our Lord's resurrection ? |
It is bacause He accomplished this
work for all mankind as well as for
Himself. Just as it was for us that
He mnesumed human nature and
guffered on the Orose, 80 was
it for us that He rose agnin from
the dead. He rose in order to fill
our hearts with joy and consolation, |
and therefore we may regard Easter |
ag & moet joyfal festival "

1. That we may
gladness of E let ug once more
survey the days that have just |
passed, Everything in their course |
guggeeted our Lord's suffering and |
death ; the lamentations, the black |
vestments worn by the priests, |
the bare altars, the silence of the |
belis, all recalled to ue more vividly
than |
“ Christ became obedie

ever the Apoatie's words ‘
nt unto d(mhb |
even to the death

of the cross. l
Silently, in sorrow and mourning, [ &
i

world, whereve:r
faith shines, is
joytul ory of the

Alleluin, Christ

fully realize the |
eler,

we accompanied our Lord in thought |
from the Mount ot
gotha ; we watched His agony
the Garden of Gethsemani and
heard the sentence against Him pro
nounced by His unjust judges;
we listened to the strokes of the cruel
scourge, tearing His tender Body, we
saw the crown of thorns piercing
His Sacred Head, and we seem to
catch the words of the infuriated
mob corying: " Crocity Him; His
Blood be upon us and upon
our ckildren!” We saw Him
staggering under the weight of
the Crose on the way to Calvary, and
heard the blows of the hammer with
which they nailed Him to the Cross ;
we bebeld Him raised aloftamidst, the
jeere and insults of His enemies,
and we heard His last words: "It
is consummated ; Father, iato Thy |
hands I commend My spirit.” We |
watched Hie Sacred Head sink in |
death, and finally we stood by when |
His most holy Body was laid in
the grave. Had His enemies really |
triumphed ? had death indeed gained |
dominion over Him ? would the |
grave be His last resting place ? No ;
death had no power over the Lord of
life.

2. Where God intends to display
His omnipotence, the world's resist-
ance is vain and ineffectual. He
broke open the gates of death and
destroyed itp esway. In spite of
the heavy stone barring the entrance
to the sepulchre, in spite of the
official seal set upon it and in spite of
the guards, our Lord triumphed over
death on the morning of Easter
Sunday, came forth from the grave
and returned to life in undying
glory. By His own power and auth-
ority He took back the life that |
He had voluntarily laid down onI
the Cross. Yes, our Lord did indeed |
rise again on the third day, as He had
often foretold, and not only the |
angels, the piot women and His |
digsciples, buf also the soldiers guard-
ing the gsepulchre, and even lhs'
enemies, bore witneseg to His Resur- ;
rection much beyond |
question s a event that ever |
took place, it no lese certain |
than His Birth and Life, and St.
‘Brygostom is right in saying :
Jesus did not rise again, it cannoti b
true that He ever was
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RESOLUTIONS

There is a story told of Welsh-
man who, when in danger ol ship
wreck, promiged the Blessed Virgin
a oandle as big as the mast ; but hav.
ing escaped, he eaid that she should
have one just large enough to go to
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Do you remember that big resolu-
tion you made last New Yeur's Day.
That resolution that was ae big ae a
mast ? And were you able to go to
bed by the tiny resolution that was
still left at the end of the year, or
did you find your way to bed in dark-
nees ?

Good resolutions pave the way to
heaven ; virtue is a series of repeated
actions that please God, and the
desire or the resolution to repeat
such actione is & powerful aid to the
practice of just that virtue you are
striving to wacquire. Resolutions,
sincerely made, though frequently
broken, are not a weakness or a folly,
but rather an aid to virtue. On the
other hand resolutions, insincerely
made and delibharately broken, pave |
the way to hell, and there is no |
reason why the roads
You do not
want to travel on that road, do you ?

One resclution, just one, for 1920,

iake ev effort to keep it. It you |
| fall while carrying it to 1921, rise
end struggle on. Before
ball the year is passed you will find
the burden of that resolution
light that you will run with it
even ask for another,
lond is so 3ut do not add
another, just keep on ranning care
fully. Win the race this year,
year is far off. Do today
would wish to have done
ber 3lst, 1920.~St,
sepger,

and
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RECOMMENDED AND BLESSED
BY HIS HOLINESS POPE
BENEDICT XV,

CHILDREN AFTER SCHOOL DAYS

The training which children re-
ceive in our Catholic schools and the
watchfalness which surrounds them
during their years of early formation,
lead the unwary to surmise that when
our little ones leave school their

knowledge of right and wrong should |

be complete, and their wills strong
enough to repist the onslaughts of
evil; in other worde, that they should
ba strong enovgh mentally and
morally to fight their battles alone.
| But is not this ssking too much ?
The human body must wait for years
before it reaches maturity; why |
should it be different with the |
human soul? Undoubtedly the seeds

| of virtue are sown during schocl-
but they are only seeds after |

days ;
all. A careful and constant tending
is required if we wish to ses them
take root and produce fruit. After
school days children see life under
new phases.
more deeply. The essential differ-
ence between right and wrong, be.
tween vice and virtue, becomes more
vivid in their minds. Lack of ex-
perience, however, prevents them

from reasoning out conclusions to |

the flpish; and unhsappily, as a
necessary result, unless guidance
| and encouragement are given them,
lack of experience will not prevent
their untrained wills
drawn into many alluring paths.
Sound direction is needed
children after sc 1- days.
not a farmer put a strong
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few seasons sapling will
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There should be some agency fo
react sgainet these deferiorating in
fluences among our children. Young
men and youpg women need some
powserful antidote not merely to
strengthen their wills but also to
enable them to meet the objections
they are bound to hear againgt relig

bed by.
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they are sure to run up against in
their deily lives. Children should
be well-vereed in their oatenhism.
They egbould be able at least to give
some account of the faith that is in
them ; otherwise they run the riek
of joining the long liet of epineless
Oetholics whom ignorance and
humean respect have viotimizsd,

One of the most important means
| of kesping fresh in children’s minds |
| the instivotions of the cetechism is
the Perseverance Class, which con
tinues the religious teaching that |
was begun in the schoole, Children
should also be urged to rend good
books. There ie plenty of whole
some soul-food to be obtained now-
a-daye and Catholic homes ghould be
provided with it. Every hcome ghould |
receive a Catholic newspaper, go that
the inmates may teke an interest in
| thinga Catholic and keep abreast of
| events that affsct their holy religion.

‘ Young people should be encouraged
to join Catholle organizations, parish
Lrh:hu, etc, where the inflaence ot
numbers will keep them occupied |
| and banish the human respect which
| is undoubtedly the bane of youth,

Finally a genial home, where |
parents and children are united in
“ bouds of common love, where mutual
| confidence is cultivated, where the
| attractione are greater than may be
| found elsewhere, will also help to
| keep growing children in the straight
| path, One of the ressons why many |
| wrecks are found on the w nygide of |
life is because there is » lack of |
mutual love among members of a
family. Harsh words, abuse, nagging
recriminations, dry up the springe
of love, and young people, in whom |
pride is not wanting, go elsewhere |
to seek what they locksd for and did
not find in their own homes. All
this should seem obvioues enough.
If home is not made attractive, how
can parents expect a youth to acquire
| an attachment for it, when so much
| he cravee for may be reached outside.

Should not a young man find the
| members of his own family com
| panionable and worthy of his con.
| idence ? What is the unwritten law
| that forces him to go forth from hie
father's home to enjoy, for instance,
| the amenities of social life ? Is not
1‘ the experience of years an argument
| cogent enough to convince parents |
| that young people ghould be encour
‘; aged to en 1joy companionship around
their own firesidee, instead of letting |
them seek for it without, where vigi
| lance cannot be so easily exercised ? |

But what are all these natural |
meane without the supernatural ? |
The frequentation of the Sacraments |
is the way recommended to preeerve
the innocence of youth after school-
days. Young people should be urged
to keep up the practice of frequent
confession and Communion. It is
here that the advantages of the
League in schools will begin o come
into view. If the practice of making
the Morning Cffering has been ac-
quired during echool years and has
| become a habit, it will help enorm
| ously when the school-days are over
| to spiritualize the life of a child.
| The presence of God becomes more
|to him than s mere epeculative
| belief ; it will influence his actions,
| words, and thoughts. The habit of |
| eaying the Daily Decade will remind |
| the youth after school-days that he |
has a Mother in Heaven whose in
tercessory power he may invokse in |
| moments of epiritual danger. Nor
will the monthly Communion on the
First Fridays, or the general Com-
muniong of the League, so faithtclly
obeerved during school-daye, be sagily
abandoned. If these few euggestions |
are accepted and acted n wWe
hope the benefite am
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TRIBUTE TO RH
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IRISH

; A reverent and ate tribute is
| paid by Father W, ington, S. J,,
in his book, “'The Soul of Ireland

| to the motoers of that land.
ie foremost among the
| enints of earth,” h ys of the Irish
| mother, “A follower of Christ,
| whoee cloister vithin the " four
| walls of the home wherein ghe reigns
| @8 queen! A lover of Christ, who
‘ draws her gubjecte to her by eanctity
and love. Her toil-worn hands that
clasp the old brown rosary are
eloquent of strength to seize and
lilt to good all gouls they meet; her
| lipe are moulded to lines of pence by
\ years of unending praysr and mur
mured benisons over sleeping babes ;
upon her brow eternal calm and
resignation git enthroned; her eyes
are lit by the light of serene confl-
dence that tells of a henrt secure in

deli
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the friendship of God.” It is not at
all surprising that the Jesuit writer,
whoee familiarity with Irish life and
the influences that have kept the
Irish race true to their ancient ideals,
should have given a prominent
chapter in his work to “The Irish
Mother. Nor will those who attrib
ute €0 much of the growth of
the Catholic Church to the apos
tles, lay and cleric, who
gone forth broadeast from

shores, fail to aecribe o telling part
in the missionary achievements of
the centuries to the eame gentle
influence wielded abroad, ae st home,
by the blessed tyye which the Irisgh
Jasuit so beautifully depicte. — Cath-
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thirty-nine
the whole Bibl

different
e printed

in nine different languages bstween |

1450 and 15620, The number of edi-
tions of portions of the Bible printed
within the same period, runs into
thousands. They are literally count
lees. These tens

printed to be sold to, and read by,
Catholice. The Catholic printers of
thie great mass of Bibles made n
living by publishing copies of the

Bible, conducting a regular trade on |’

strici business lines, an Important
aspect of the question generally
overlooked by writers on the subjeot.
The production ot those Bibles, like
the book-market in general
regulated by the law of supply and de
mand. With the exception of Bibles

donated to friends by the printers |

and copies destroyed by recklese ship-
ping, all printed Bibles were eventu
ally bought by Catholics in pre Re
formation timee, so that there is
almost
demand and supply, the cases of over
production having been quite
Think you that printers would have
published so many editions of the

Bible, if thers was no likelihood that |

they would readily besgold ? Would

| any modern publisher reprint suc-
work |

cesgively, year after year, a
which was not selling ?
Bible was an “open” book in pre-
Reformation times : it was printed
everywhere in large numbers,
Saveral clagses of people, however,
mnde no demand
The dignitaries of the Church, the
monks ot the large monasteries, the
rich noblemen, and the wealthy
burghere were the happy possesaors

Truly, the

manugeript Biblee. The quaint
Biblee in handwritten characters hai
cagt a personal epell upon these

Bible-readers eo that printed Bibles |

had no attraction for them. No

less than eight thousand manuscript |

copies of the Latin Bible are still

preeerved in the public and private |

libraries of Hurope and Americn, a
small remnant of a large mass which

hes perished by the ravages of time, |

Likewise there are still extant two
hundred and two manugeript German
Bibles out of a tofal number of 3,600
copies of handwritten Bibles in Ger-
many which had existed in pre-
Reformation times. This is stated
by William Walther, a Protestant
scholar of unquestionable authorit
Since Hm fy
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. These forty-seven editions
comprised no less than 25,000 gingle
copies of the whole Bible. The
number of portions of the Bible in
the vernacula
) may run
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stimated.
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r Bibles, but the Latin

they were

Scriptures we
a fact overlooked
even by COatholic authors. From
1458 till 1520 no lees than one hun-
dred and ninety editions of the Latin

Bible were issued comprising a sum |

total of at least 120,000 single copies,
not counting copies of paris of &)

Bible. Besides these, two issues of
the Bible in Ureek appeared in print
congisting of about 1,700 copies. All
in all, four times a8 many complete
Bibles were printed in Latin as in
the vernacular languages., It is a
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mistake to suppose that this mass of
Latin Bibles was published exclus
ively for the clergy.—J. M. Lenhart,
Cap., in the February Catholic
World.
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INVINCIBLE
abeediiie
The feast of Saint Thomas Aquinae,
the most eaintly of learned men and
the most learned of Saints,” should
attract widespread attention. The
world needs to make use of the fruits
of the ripe echolarship, eminent
learning and solid plety of Saint
Eternal principles of jus
tice and charity are being compro
mised, and sound philogophy and

AN FORCE

right reasoning are being attacked in |

the name of science.

His Holiness, Pope Leo XI1II., a gen
eration ago with broad vision per
aived the perils confronting the
world and proposed Saint
Thomae philosopher, theologian, and
Doctor of the Church, as the Patron
of Catholic Universitieg, colleges and
schools, and as the model for Chr
tian thinkere in combating the dan
gercue doctrines of the age. “‘The
teachings of Saint Thomas cn the
true meaning of liberty, which at this
time is running into l\cel.hu. on the
Divine origin of all authority, on
lawe and ll.ulr force, on the paternal

and just rule of princes, on obedience |

to the highest powers, on

mutual |

charity toward one another—on all |

these and kindred gubjeots, have very

| great and invincible powers to over
| turn those principles of
of libraries well stocked in artistic |

the
order which

new |
are well known to be |

dangerous to the peaceful order of |

things and to the public safety.”

In the light of recent evente these
words written by the immortal pon
tiff forty years ago seem prophstic.
Had they been heeded the world
would have been spared many a oal
amity. To the philosophical teach.
ings of tranecendentalists

must be |

attributed the impulse which filled |

the hearte of men and
the lust of cor
minion and whi
idea of God
coneciences.
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Procrastination i the worst
enemy to right decisions. We recog
nize the wisdom of the course to be
taken ; we acknowledge our obliga-
tion to take it ; but we put off the
decieive step until the more conven
ient season in the futuvre, which
never comes. Do it now.”

yint Thomas of Aquin. |
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A living, breathing, loving
personality

OUR OWN
ST, KITA

A LIFE OF THE SAINT OF
THE IMPOSSIBLE

By Rev.
M. J. CORCORAN, O.S.A.

St. Rita gives us the feel-
ing that she is very near to
us—a Saint we can under-
stand. She was so human, and
bore the weight of so many woes
‘Vi.“l ;"‘li“:i‘ e “Il'l )‘i““]i"('."“ (‘f
heart Reading of her beautiful life
gives us a new incentive and
courage to struggle bravely on.
I'he Saint stands before us in her
hood and her womanhood as
maiden, wife, mother, widow, and

1, a living, breathing, loving ".vr-

hly sweet and thor-
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good, yet thoroughly human.
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