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In his own words this is the prob

lem of which he treats

“Of the many agonizing problems
—military, political, social and eco
nomic
there

raised by the present war, 18
a more tragic reality, a
more disturbing gravity for souls,
than the moral problem ? For
millions of human beings the plan of
life has been suddenly and totally
changed. And in duties
which they have been accustomed to
face in the rularity of a peaceful
existence with the consolation
of intimacy, there have
surged up new obligations, imperious
and formidable. . . .

“ And these new obligations pre
gent themselves with an implacable
distinctness. The
when theories
empty far above in
abstract the
crowd: when philosophers in their
comfortable libraries oblivious of
the actual condition the moral
life constructed doctrines for unreal
beings. Here, duty, suffering death
are every Here, for
each one of the combatants the prob-
lem itself as a personal
problem with an immediate applica- |
tion ; the question is, his suffering,
his distress, perhaps his imminent
death, and the moral reasons that
compel his acceptation of these.
Each one of these duties is thus
localized, actualized, particularized,
and in the concrete form in which it
is presented it takes for each the
character of a sensation and of some
thing lived.
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“ Thus the present war sets the
meral problem in all its keenness.
It makes real the decisive experience,
the crucial experience (in Bacon’s
gsense), and—if one may say B8O in
a matter so sorrowful—a favorable |
opportunity to judge the efficacy of
meral systems for souls.”

That
present obligations with the light of

gystem must “illumine
the things which are eternal ; then
only is death linked with life, and
life with the And

the human being is able to under

universe.

stand how his suffering and his

death, of
their individuality or of their worth,

without losing anything

are but a phase in the progress of
the universe.
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Our author con

with

of life and death.

trasts Evolution this concep

tion.

“Evolution malkes a large place for
gacrifice so that its doctrine
wholly filled with it. Life presents,
not a feast, but a sombre tragedy.
Humanity cannot advance toward
the better except by marching across
dead bodies, and its route is every
staked out by millions of
victims. Conflict without
expresses the history of the
world while it awaits the peace ol
the future city. Certainly this
doctrine will not be reproached for
not recognizing the seriousness of
life. It war the lasting
foundation of all life and the normal
law of all civilization. The triumph
of the species alone counts, and this
or too dearly by
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the sobs and martyrdom of millions
of poor beings.
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“I thank God that the nightmare is
over. Only in my dreams do the can
non roar the line at Ypres.
And such dreams are quite terrible
and real enough. I hope to
fight again.’
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and heaven rock with the frantic
turmoil of the ceaseless bombard
ment? A crawling yellow cloud that
pours in upon you, that gets you by

His creatures are dependent

“Gas ? ?
Him and more or less dependent upon
one another. This thought should
them

of
spirit of

inspire with sentiments of

humility, fraternal charity, and

with a open-mindedness

the throat and shakes you as a huge
might kitten,

you ng every

No individual, parish, or
itself. It

more

shake a and nation can

mastift

wes nerve and by requires help

with pain un
starting

and vein of your body
thinkable;
their

yellow-green.

from others in ways than it
ves

trom
turned

your e
your

wots of, and therefore should give

sockets ; face

help to others and be willing to learn
_ ; . . . . from others. Individualism or pro
“ Ag I sat something got me by the | vincialism is the bane of org
throat and began to strangle out my that
I % ¥ s .
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“The water relieved me a little, and
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unconscious chum, dragging him
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the water was, Ilaid him face down
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ON THE BATTLE LINE

Norway or Germany. Norway 1n )

A prolonged and sanguinary battle
took place along the north front of Al-
bert yesterday between the Britishand
Grerman armies, during which, accord
ing to the report of General Haig,
the British pushed their advance with
the gallantry and gained
several important successes. At the
northern end of the advance, where
the fighting of a week the
Germans retook most of the ground
gained, the British yesterday carried
by further
immensely strong earth-work known
as the Leipsic redoubt. It issituated
south of Thiepval upon a salient in
the German line, and the enemy have
exercised all their ingenuity 1n 18
fortification during the last twenty
months. South of this position the
British troops forced their way across
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