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the much vaunted Confession, and, on 
the part of ministerial candidates, to 
give it their adhesion at ordination in a 
pronounced spirit of mental reservation. 
1 fence it came about that the very sin 
which Protestant theologians and 
general and Presbyterian theologians in 
particular have sought without shadow 
of justification to fasten upon Catholic 
dogmatic teaching, has recoiled upon 
themselves, until we find in this year of 
grace 1911 an ollioial spokesman of 
Canadian Presbyterianism openly, and 
apparently without sense of shame, in
culcating upon its future teachers and 
guides a policy of duplicity and make- 
believe as regards the faith which they 
are fondly supposed to cherish and pro
fess. The wheel certainly has come full 
circle, and consistency become the sport 
of the gi>ds. And jet the same Presby
terian Church has the effrontery to 
preach morality to the Jew.

The moral of this twin episode as 
enacted in the two leading “evangeli
cal " bodies of the Dominion is that 
deterioration and dissolution are the

disguised respect for English law, 
keeps him, if we may judge by his pulpit 
utterances, from emulating the church- 
wrecking exploits of his great exemplar.
As it is, he U obliged to content him- 
•'If this great “apostle of peace ”— 
with hurling defiance at the Archbishop 
of Westminster and Father Bernard 
Vaughan, and assuring his English dupes 
“what he wouldn’t do to them” if only 
he had his way.

Dr. Clifford assured his audience that 
he “wouldn't pay taxes to have young 
Britishers taught the principles of 
Romanism.'* What he would have 
said had he been honest, was, that he 
had no intention of paying /tis taxes 
that Catholic or Anglican children (for 
in this matter he imputes “Romanism” 
to both) might have the benefit of a 
religious education from theirs. He 
had, contrariwise, no objection to Cath- Then the audience will again sing the 
ollca or Anglicans paying their taxes to doxology, and, unlike their brethren in 
provide a godless education for his— Walmer Road, sit down and moan, 
but, let that pass. “Romanism’’ (or I 
religious education—for to him the

may use a quaint old phrase 
gathering.” The authorities in Rome 
and the Bishops throughout the world 
have a habit of minding their own busi- 

Wheu the time comes for making

ON THE BRINK AND OVER
Within the past few weeks a class of 

young men, candidates for the ministry 
of the Presbyterian church, waited upon 
the authorities of Knox College, Tor
onto, and asked, if subscription on their 
part to the Westminster Confession of 
Faith, the Presbyterian doctrinal stan
dard, would be taken to signify their 
literal acceptance of its statements. If 
so, they added, they wished to say that 
individually and collectively they had 
concluded that they could not con
scientiously subscribe to the Confession 
The answer is no less significant than 
the question. “ Gentlemen,” said the 
chairman of the licensing committee,
“if you had subscribed literally, I think 
I may say, the Presbytery of Toronto 
would not want you.”

A few weeks earlier a “ trial ” took 
place in Montreal under the auspices of 
the Methodist church, to determine 
whether cr not one of its ministers, a 
former professor in the Wesleyan Theo
logical college, was In accord with the 
standards of belief of that body. We 
have not heard the result of the trial, 
but its proceedings as related in the 
daily papers form an interesting 
study in human capriciouinesa. We 
are not concerned with all the vagaries 
of belief and no-belief voiced by wit
nesses, clerical and lay. They exhibited 
a degree of latitude from which Metho
dists of a generation ago would have 
recoiled in horror, but which is of so 
little concern to those of to-day as to 
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note of protest or dissent. A touch of ! ,or ber enmS children. While, then, 
comedy was forthcoming in the vapid »be bas bome witb Pati™c0 tbe »- 
assertion of General Superintendent P™»cb«* hurled at her with so much 
Carman that what he said might, from “cot“ »“d bitterness through the West- 
his position, be accepted as simon- «‘‘“•‘ter Confession of Faith, she has not 
pure Methodist doctrine. to I'ra3’ 101 the restoration to

unity of the innumerable misguided but

and decency did not meet with the 
approval of the shrinking Baptist con
tingent—Dr. Clifford, leader—but was 
effected in spite of them and to their 
sore disgust and dismay. Liberty < f 
course (Dr. Clifford’s brand) prudently 
hid her head, and now this 41 great 
non-conformist leader ” with the patri
archal beard, is taking it out on the 
“ dead or dying Itomauism ” of his 
dreams. What he may have suffered 
under contemplation of the swinging 
advance of the Church in the United 
States, or of her scarcely less vigorous 
growth in Canada, it would be incon
siderate to enquire. Perhaps on his 
return to England this redoubtable 
champion of liberty (oppression) will 
have something to say about the in
solent aggression of his pet “ Roman
ism ” on this side of the Atlantic.

Cijr Catholic Brcorb “Better a return to despotism than B 
democracy tainted by bribery 
ruption.” So said Rev. Dr. Ross of 8t 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in 
city. We agree with him. Amongst 
the ideals which Canada should culti. 
vate, Dr. Ross mentions an incorruptible 
electorate and maintenance and rvspoct 
for the law. That we have in 
corrupt electors and law breakers 
without saying. The proof in to 
found in the daily papers. Dr. itu#g 
concluded his sermon by stating that ho 
believed the day was coming when a 
fairer and more equal social

Price of 8nberription-$!.y) per annum. 
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THOB. COFFEY.LL. D., Editor and Publisher. ness.
announcement as to the lining of a 
Vacancy in the episcopate, the press will 
be advised, but until this announcement 
is made no one knows what is going to 
take place. By following this rule news 
gatherers will save themselves a good 
deal of ridicule.
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nseition Mr. E. R, Wilson, secretary of the 
Y. M. C. A. in this city, a well meaning 
man trying to do some good amongst 
the younger generation, is engaged in 
the Religion Forward Movement. The 
Sunday schools are very poorly attend
ed, so Mr. Wilson takes a number of 
boys to the woods on Sunday and there 
gives them religious instruction. Ex
cellent work indeed, but as the woods 
are now very far away, and as Mr. 
Wilson's oo-workers will not permit 
street cars to run on the Sabbath, we 
fear this new expedient will avail but 
little. What our separated brethren 
are most in need of is a good common 
sense way of doing things. Our Ameri
can friends call it “ horse sense.” Until 
they pay heed to the antidates of Rome, 
which has had tbe experience of all the 
Christian centuries, they will be as men 
in a boat pulling in different direo-
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LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

Apostolic Delegation.
Ottawa, June 13th, 1905-

"ytiteni
must be established, when the quality oi 
opportunity will be more general and 
when the poor man will havj au equal
chance with his richer brother. |„ fois 
review of present conditions Dr. Ro#e j„ 
quite correct, but he ventured

residence will please give old

not to
tell us what is the cause of these de
plorable conditions. We may say to 
him that if he wants a reform a begin, 
ning must be made at the bed rock f„uu. 
dation. Let him go into any of the public 
schools and notice the system of train
ing devised for the men and v

js ,o6r?.£"ie. 
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. mn-w 'is wholesome influence iran.iw 

Catholic homes. 1 theiefore. earnestly tecom- 
«end U to Catholic families With my bleeeing on 
£Tux work, and best wishes for its continued succees 

Yoon very sincerely in t nun,
Doha ire, Archbishop of hunesus, 

Auostohe Delegate

A cress despatch tells us that the Cath- 
terras are convertible-) is the thing to 0lic Cathedral of Westminster, in Lon- 
bo withatanded, and to accomplish that dou, was unusually impressive on the J.'ith 
end tbe Ten Commandments may be 
conveniently relegated to a back shelf.

inevitable end of those who separate 
themselves Irom the seat of authority in 
religion. The Westminster Confession 
V1U.1 iu laige uieusule framed ful- lire 
purpose of withstanding Catholic teach
ing which, as a solemn monitor, cried 
out a warning from the pre-reformation 
age. The so-called Reformation had 
been conceived in iniquity and brought 
forth iu wholesale rapine, but, notwith
standing, the Church as a mother had 
not parted from the spirit of solicitude

of June, as it was the first opportunity 
for over two centuries that the English 
Catholics had oi joining their fellow 
countrymen in rejoicing at the corona
tion of a monarch without feeling resent
ment that the dead hand of bygone pre
judice made the occasion one of con
demnation of the central tenet of their 
faith. It is also worthy of remark that 
the two most notable figures in the dem
onstration itself, after the king, were 
Catholics, the Duke of Norfolk and Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier, Premier of Canada. 
The former had charge of ail the ar
rangements for the coronation, and 
ranks as the Premier Peer of the realm. 
The latter was given first place follow
ing His Majesty in the royal procession. 
We might also add that two other

of
the future, lie will find secular i ,;uoa. 
tiou of the most advanced d©scrip 
he will find text books prepared by the 
brightest minds in the country 
find the children day by day carrying a 
heavier and heavier load of the 
lore of the schools—he will fin 
school teachers conscientious in 
work and the children give proa 
abundance of secular culture wht-i 
pass their teeuu. In short, the 
taught to be clever, and they an- <• 
but their minds ruu almost: 
the worldly and financial p 
Where is thought of God ? Wi 
the story of Bethlehem ? Wh. 
the Christian precepts which sh. 
daily implanted iu their minds by the 
teachers ? Where are the pre 
charity, honesty, fear of God, a live of 
our Blessed Redeemer and Iiis teach
ings above and beyond all. Almost 
entirely ignored. A small proportion 
of the children are for an hour, once a 
week, given instruction in these things, 
but what they learn is almost forgotten 
when Sabbath day comes again, but 
what of the great bulk of children the 
Sunday school does not reach and whose 
parents never enter the door of a 
church ? They too were public school 
pupils—they too were trained lavishly 
in worldliness. We have the harvest— 
a population iu great part heedless of 
the eternal future and some who scoff at 
it. If we have schools which are prao- 

Windeor bigamy cases are tically irreligious, not controlled by re
ligious motives or principles, we will 
always have a population a consider
able portion of which will cast their vote 
foa a money consideration and their re
spect of the law will he measured by the 
inconvenience of going to jail.

Witness the long series of palpable 
falsehoods indulged in by Dr. Clifford,one 
Joseph Hocking, novelist, and a regiment 
of writers—so-called controversialists— 
trained under their direction. These 
valiant cohorts have a trick, reduced by 
long practice to perfection, of uttering 
some slanderous statement concerning 
Catholics and when called upon for proof 
or withdrawal, of taking secure refuge 
iu silence. One of them—Dr. Horton 
to wit—has even been known to assume 
an air of injured innocence, and to 
object that these “slips of memory or 
inaccuracy” so characteristic of the 
school, are “exalted into crimes against 
God and man.” Let anyone who would 
acquaint himself more fully with the un-

will
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WINDSOR'S SHAME

For the performance of marriage con
tracts, wholesale at cut prices, Windsor 
has become notorious, 
may expect to notice that a bargain day 
has been set apart by certain Windsor 
clergymen for marrying people. The 
condition of affairs in that city would of 
itself be quite sufficient reason, we 
think, why the divines of the sects 
should take more thought before con
demning the No Temere decree. The 
following press despatch from Windsor, 
dated June 23rd, is illuminating ;

“ According to Prosecutor Donald 
Van Zile, of Detroit, Windsor cases 
cause his office moie trouble than al
most any another violation of law. 
Canadian marriage certificates are not 
admitted as evidence to Michigan 
courts, and when a wife marries in 
Windsor and comes into the prosecutor’s 
office in Detroit to make a complaint 
against a bigamist husband the officials 
are nearly alwavs powerless to help her 
According to Van Zile, Windsor divines 
marry so many couples it is impossible 
for them to identify the parties two 
week» after the ceremony or recognize 
their handiwork when confronted with 
it later.
being turned away daily in Detroit 
owing to the lack of evidence ”
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The trial was, however, remarkable . , ..., . , ! naturally devout souls snatched in anfor two things. It proved conclusively , , , , . .. ^ . . . unhappy age from her sheltering armsthat a man might be in every essential | , . , , . „ ,. . . , .... , auu leiu Cu cue ceuuer mercies ui vueparticular a non-Christian, and still of- , , ... . , ,most ill favored of heresies. And now
that the sects are casting off the mask 
and standing revealed in their true 
colors, it is more than ever incumbent 
upon those of the Household of Faith to 
give to their less fortuuate friends the 
benefit of their encouragement and their

uld be
DEATH OF ARCHBISHOP 

UUUNNOR premiers of the overseas Dominions 
savory methods of these men, consult j present on the occasion were Catholics, 
the joint pamphlet of Father Keating, j slr ,Iogeph Ward, of New Zealand, and 
8. J., and Mr. James Britten, entitled

ts of

On Friday morning last was an- fleiate as a minister in the Methodist 
Bounced the death of that very distiu- Church. “ To say that Christ is God,” 
guished churchman, Most Rev. Denis 
O’Connor. The sad event took place at 
St. Basil’s Novitiate, Toronto. A few 
weeks ago, with age and infirmities in
delibly stamped upon him, he gave 
flrmatiou to a class of three hundred in 

It was a

Sir Edward Morris of Newfoundland.
“A Brace of Bigots.” It was this pam
phlet, published by the Catholic Truth 
Society, that elicited from Dr. Horton 
the whining plea that “controversialists 
like Mr. Britten never give one credit 
for honor or the wish to get at the truth.” 
He failed, however, to indicate how this 
might be done in the case of those who 
like himself systematically outrage both 
truth and honor. Neither are we told

said one minister, “is to deny standards 
of the Methodist Church. Our discip 
line expressly forbids the commission of 
this error. The phrase ‘ Christ is God ’ 
is an unscriptural phrase.” This he had 
interpreted as Dr. Workman’s teaching, 
and, he added, he “ approved of it, and 
also of his teachings in regard to the 
Trinity, original sin and the resurrec
tion.” This latter the accused professor 
himself voiced as being “ spiritual 
only.”

The second remarkable point brought 
out in the trial is that, as we have fre
quently pointed out, all this rationalis
tic teaching has its fountain-head in the 
Methodist so-called theological col
leges. Not only had Dr. Workman taught 
without restraint all these lines for

AS TO APPOINTMENT OF 
BISHOPS

We would like to say a word to our 
esteemed confreres of the press—good 
live men all, who have a vigilant eye 
and a keen ear for snatching up the 
news of the day. They try to give 
their patrons the very latest, some 
of it served piping hot with poster head
ings, the conviction being that that is 
what the public wants. In these days of 
stress and strain and wild money hunting, 
no doubt have we that a section of the 
community pick up a paper in haste, 
glanee at the headings in haste, throw 
it down in haste and .hasten away after 
the dollars. We fear th& uM steady- 
going newspaper reader, who gave 
much thought to the contents of his 
morning paper, is dying out. We 
fear, too, that the appetite for criminal 
news is increasing. How far the news-

prayers.
As for Methodism, in face of the re

velations of the Workman trial and of 
other like episodes within the past year, 
it is high time that the pretence of be
ing a Christian church should in com
mon honesty be abandoned. We would 
have more respect for its representa
tives and more hope of the ultimate 
conversion of its votaries if they frankly 
and ^unequivocally declared themselves— 
what they really and in effect have be
come—out-and-out Unitarians. Any 
pretence to the contrary is the veriest 
of sophistries.

St. Michael's Cathedral, 
struggle ; but he was a soldier of the 

to the last. From early youth the 
deceased Archbishop seemed to be 
destined for the Church. He comes of 
a family which gave its brightest 
and best to the service of the Almighty 

As a priest of Holy

that Dr. Clifford, “with his leonine head 
thrown back” attempted any elucidation 
of the problem.

Dr. Clifford, in one of those “clear-cut, 
target-hitting sentences” with which the 
reporter credits him, assured his audi
ence that that same “Romanism” which 
he so despises “was receiving its death
blow iu the nations of Southeastern 
Europe.” Of course he had in mind the 
recent revolution in Portugal, the trifl
ing with socialism of Premier Canelejas 
in Spain, and the doings of Syndic 
Nathan in Rome. He did not say so (at 
least the reporter does not say that he 
did), but we are led to infer that he is 
iu full sympathy with the course of 
events in those countries and that 
Nathan, Braga, Ferrer ct al have had 
his most cordial approval. That is what 
we would naturally expect from Dr. 
Clifford's antecedents. But what he 
failed to explain to his audience was 
how the principles of these men, and 
their method of carrying them ont, 
are to be reconciled with the “25th 
chapter of Matthew” (he didn't call him 
Saint—that wi Id be Romanism) which 
he quoted “with his head thrown back”

at God's altar.
Church it may be said that his chief 
work was of an educational character. 
When he took the presidency of 
Assumption College, Sandwich, that 
institution was struggling for existence, 
but, under Father O'Connor's splendid 
administration, it soon rose to a posi
tion of prominence, and students flocked 
to it not only from the province of 
Ontario, but to a greater extent from 
the States of the American union. His 
heart was in the work, and nature and 
training gave him an equipment for it 
seldom equalled. When called to a 
higher sphere we have reason to be
lieve that he left his old charge with 
reluctance, as he had a deep seated love 
for the training of young men, particu
larly for the priesthood. He 
secrated Bishop of Loudon, Oct. 19, 1890, 
and became Archbishop of Toronto on 
January 27, 1899. Owing to ill health 
he resigned the Archiépiscopal see in 
June, 1908. The late Archbishop was 
numbered amongst those grand old 
priests nearly all of whom have now 
laid down the burden, who fought val-

At the recent conferences of the sects 
this is a subject that might have been 
considered worthy of notice, but it was 
not. Uncomplimentary and uncalled 
for references to the Catholic Church 
and its practices, the enormity of the 
crime of permitting things to move on 
the Sabbath day, missions to the 
heathen abroad without any thought to 
the pagan at home, formed the bulk of 
the deliberations. True it is that the

years, but a considerable body of his 
ministerial brethren were found to up
hold his hands. “ Dr. Workman,” de
clared one, “ was quite in accord with 
the doctrines of the Methodist Church 
and its discipline.” “ Never,” he con
tinued, “ had he beard him express an 
opinion that was not so.” Another was 
not quite of the same mind, and so viv
idly did he realize the destructive 
character of these institutions as to 
epitomize them in the saying : “ if min
isters would keep to the pastorate, and 
would not go to college they would be 
all right.” How the “ theological ” col
leges otherwise were to discharge their 
functions, and how ministers were to 
arrive at that dignity without them, he 
did not explain. But the Rev. Solomon 
Cleaver and those who think with him 
on the subject of Jacksonism in Victoria 
College have in face of such revelations 
to settle with themselves whether such 
fragments of Christian belief as they 
cling to are, under the circumstances* 
worth preserving. If they decide that 
they are, their place, clearly, is not in 
the Methodist Chuieh.

Our friends the Orangemen have 
held a Grand Lodge meeting in Winni
peg. The Grand Master dealt with the 
Ne Temere decree, and, if we cannot 
agree with his conclusions, for once we 
can commend an Orange Grand Master 
for using temperate language. Judging 
by his utterances we think he tries to 
be fair, but we must find fault with his 
meagre information iu regard to the 
Roman Pontiff’s regulations touching 
marriage. It is quite evident he has 
never seen the decree, but if he will 
promise to read it we will send him a 
copy. As to the Quebec law iu regard 
to marriage he is also in a mist. There 
all churches are placed on the same 
footing iu regard to marriage. As the 
champion of civil and religious liberty, 
wby will not the Grand Master permit as the epitome of social progress. He 
the Catholic Church to take such a

A despatch from Rome tells us that 
there has been discovered great wealth 
in the churches. The revolutionists 
discovered this long ago, and if there 
had been no great wealth in the churches 
there would not have been any revolu
tion. Some of the statues are studded 
with rubies and diamonds, wo are told. 
It is not liberty, but loot that the 
Masonic fraternity in Portugal are seek
ing. They are near cousins to the un
lovely people in France who have 
robbed the Church, 
appropriated two million dollars of 
the money received from the sale of 
some of the church property, and he is 
now in jail.

are responsible for thepaper men 
creation of this appetite, we will not

The {

venture to say. We cannot help wish
ing, however, that our Canadian papers, 
or, rather, some of them, would take the 
best in old London instead of the worst 
in New York as models. We have a 
Sunday paper in Canada which tries to 
copy the literary small-pox style of some 
of the New York Sunday papers. The bad

manner in which marriages are per
formed in Windsor is a scandal and a 
reproach. The residences of some of the 
ministers are open at nearly all hours 
for the uniting of couples with neatness 
and despatch. The young, the old, the 
crippled, the young girl who comes 
along with a man who has a charred 
past and bleared future, coaxed into 
matrimony by the arts of the schemer 
and not knowing whither she is going, 
the very young and the very old, all are 
united in the matrimonial bond by a 
gentleman who calls himself a minister 
of the Gospel and no questions are asked

was con-

influence that such reading will have 
on the rising generation is simply incal
culable.

One of them

Murders, suicides, divorce 
court proceedings, burglaries, high-way 
robberies, lynchings—all the most hor
rible things in the catalogue of crime 
of shame, of debauchery, are served up 
in the language of the submerged class, 
to be perused, sad to say, not only by 
the middle-aged and old, but by those 
in life’s sprouting time, who will be the 
men and women of the future.

and “his robes loosened at the neck,”

NEWSPAPER ETHICS
The Windsor Record protests against 

“those Fenian editorial writers’" où the 
papers, and terms their effus

ions as insulting to Canada, quoting the 
following as an example :

“William is as fond of parade as 
George, but the former can parade at 
the head of-a corps d’armee any old 11 • ru
ing before breakfast, and gather a mill
ion of armed men iu a week, liow 
feeble all the British tommy rot look» 
beside such power as that ! The Lon
don mob will shout for the King when 
it feels so disposed, but it will not tight 
for him.”

There is very little of the spirit of 
reverence left in the United States.

president of the United States is 
“Bill” and his predecessor was “Teddy." 
And because of this it is not possible 
for the Detroit writers properly to 
guage the depth of sentiment there is 
in the cheers of the London mob.”— 
London Free Press.

Our contemporary is quite right 
and we commend his reference to the 
style of conducting some newspapers. 
The editor and reporter should be an 
educational influence, a promoter of 
higher and noblerifchought in canvassing 
the day’s happenings. There is too 
much of a wretched flippancy of expres
sion, disrespect for those in high station 
and an overplus of tile wretched slaug 
so prevalent in our day. A sad thing 
it is to notice a well dressed and 
apparently educated young man speak
ing and writing the language of tbe boot 
black. It seems to ns that before a 
man is admitted in the editorial room of 
a newspaper office he should be given a 
course of lectures by one of the old 
heads who has been in the business for 
a generation or more. We cannot, for 
the life of us see why the Windsor 
Record man made reference to the 
Fenian business, something which died

ianfcly for the faith from the sixties ot 
the last century. Untold hardships 

then experienced, but men of the

probably does not see eye-to-eye with
the editor < f the I 'resbyterian (Toronto) 
for instance, who described the Lisbon 
end of the game as “treason involving 
bloodshed, exercised with fiendish 
cruelty.” That was visiting the sick, 
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, 
and giving shelter to the stranger with 
a vengeance. And with this light on 
Dr. Clifford’s conception of liberty and 
righteousness we turn for a moment to 
his “dying Romanism"’ as exemplified in 
the England of his birth. We need not 
dwell upon the unmistakable decline of 
Nonconformity in England which, as we 
saw last week, is the subject of so much 
concern to Dr. Clifford's friends. The

view of the marriage contract as it 
deems fit ? This privilege is accorded all 
Protestant churches. The State has do 
right to interfere with the religious 
significance of a marriage. Its duty be
gins and ends with the civil aspect.

if the formality of procuring a licence 
has been fulfilled.
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mould of the late Archbishop counted 
hardship but a glory when duty called 
them to preserve the faith in the hearts 
of the early settlers and bestow upon 
them iu season and out of season the 
comfort derived from the administra
tion of the sacraments of Holy Church. 
The intelligence of the death of Arch
bishop O’Connor will bo received on all 
hands, as well amongst the commun 
ity in general as amongst his 
religionists, with the utmost regret. 
He was a type of Canadian which re
flected honor and glory upon his native 
country. He inherited in abundance all 
those noble traits of character brought 
from the island of saint* by his parents.

Detroit
Windsor supplies 

the divorce court of Detroit with a
goodly amount of its business, and yet, 
extraordinary to relate, there are cer
tain pastors of the sects in the 
city who make pretense of being the 
champions of morality and models of all 
that is good and holy in our civic life. 
In the minds of a discerning public their 
appraisement will be the reverse.

But all this by way of preface. What, 
was in our mind at the beginning 
to make some reference to newspaper 
reports of ecclesiastical matters in the 
Catholic] Church. We wish we could 
get a number of our fellow newspaper
men in a room, and were accorded the 
privilege of giving them a curtain lec
ture on this particular phase of news
paper work.
occurs in the episcopate, it would 
that they hold guessing matches in 
the editorial sanctum, or get a chess 
board and try and work out, by differ
ent moves, who wiii be the new bishop, 
or what different changes will be made 
because of the vacancy. The young re
porter will transfer a Bishop from one 
diocese to another in the most business
like manner, and if Rome does not ap
prove of his choice, and is crass enough 
to take quite a contrary course, he is 
somewhat abashed, 
usually prefaces his remarks by, “ it is 
reported,” “ it is rumored," “ it is sur
mised,” “wc have authority for stating,” 
“ a man high in ecclesiastical circles 
has informed us so and so.” Now, gentle
men, let us say to y<#u in all sincerity 
that it is unbecoming to give your 
readers matter of this kind. It is not 
only unbecoming, but you are not iu 
good faith with your patrons, 
know nothing about these matters, and 
if you hear anything which would lead

As to the Presbyterians, a secular 
paper, the Woodstock Sentinel-Revic>wf 
commenting upon the attitude of the 
Presbytery of Toronto to the Westmin
ster Confession ns expressed in the 
reply of its chairman to the class of 
ministerial aspirants, asks: “If it has 
come to this that the confession of faith 
of a church is no longer to be taken 
literally and unreservedly, why iu it not, 
so changed as to bring it into harmony 
with modern requirements?” Precisely! 
That the Westminster document and 
every other theological formula or state
ment of belief emanating from other 
than the One Holy Catholic Church is 
of necessit y a purely human document, 
and, as such, subject to revision as 
fashion or caprice may dictate, is the 
veriest platitude. But it was not so 
conceived by the Assembly of Divines 
who met at Westminster in 1(‘>43, and 
adopted this Confession as “God’s un
doubted truth and verity, grounded 
upon his written word.” And on this 
gratuitous assumption the Presbyterian 
church continued to act for generations, 
and whether under the Established 
Kirk or the Free Church in Scotland, or 
in their offshoots beyond seas, to demand 
of candidates for the ministry unequi
vocal adhesion to the doctrines as there
in expressed. This pretension could 
not of course stand forever in face of 

I the varying shades of Protestant belief, 
and, in consequence, of late years there 
has developed a tendency to side-track

REV. DR. CLIFFORD 
The Reverend Doctor Clifford, who 

on occasion of his recent visit to Tor
onto was so effusively “ written-up ” 
by the local press, maintained by his 
addresses his reputation as a loud
mouthed and narrow-minded bigot. 
And he posed as a would-be martyr into 
the bargain. He told his hearers how 
he had languished iu English prisons 
for rciQuing to pay his taxeà, ano,11 with 
his great leonine head thrown back,” 
as the Globe pictures him, “ and in 
words that came like a volley of bul
lets," he shouted : “ am I who preach 
I’rotestantism every Sunday to pay to 
have young Britishers taught the prin
ciples of Romanism in school on 
Monday ? Not much 
watch me.” And the audience, we are 
told, stood up and howled.

It was a thoroughly Baptist gather
ing and worthy of the predominant tra 
ditions of the sect. We could fancy it, 
with a little more prodding, making a 
break for the Catholic Church across 
the park and with the true Anabaptist 
ardor of the sixteenth century, con
verting its interior into kindling-wood. 
That would have given a finishing touch 
to the historical parallel. Dr. Cliff .rd 
has all the characteristics of John 
Matthleeon, 
l Urletn, and nothing but» his ill-

.
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Whenever a vacancy TheAnd now we have the miller’s 

merger, which is planned to include all 
the mills of any size in Western Ontario* 
When all the different lines of activity 
have succeeded in killing competition 
by pooling their resources, and charg
ing that great big baby the public 
whatever price they please, would 
it not be well then for all the 
various lines of trade to make 
combination and have the entire 
business of the country conducted 
by a huge general store. What 
coming to it!is difficult to foretell. One 
thing, however, is quite plain to all, 
that there is little or no place in the 
business of our country for the ambltl-

decrease of sixteen thousand in the 
Baptist ranks in England in five years 
(their ewa figures) it was not of course 
necessary to mention at the McMaster 
University meeting. That would have 
necessitated the singing of something 
more than the doxology.

m
Ilia Church and theGod and 

weal of the land of his birth were ever
After hisuppermost in his mind, 

strenuous life in the service of both he 
has been called home. Such is life. 
The going out of the old, the coming in 
of the new. In this province the going 
out of the old brings memories which 
will be as a beacon light for the new.

.

< It is a subject of every-day concern 
to the Protestantism of England that 
“Romanism” has been winning all along 
the line. Not only has there within the 
past fifty years been a remarkable in
crease in the number of Catholic 
Churches, priests, and people, but this 
increase has largely been, at least 
among the educated classes, at the ex
pense of the Establishment. And one 
by one, the disabilities from which 
Catholics had suffered so long (at the 
hands of Df. Clifford’s liberty-loving 
friends) have been going by the 
boards, until by the amendment 
of the Accession Oath, the stigma 
of persecution has, with one remaining j Jou 60 infer that such and such was go- 
exception, been removed from the j 1°ff take place, do not give it any 
statute book. That simple act of justice i credence. Your informants are, if we

we arewon’t ; just The reporter
T Si

The priests of the past generation, 
priests of the stamp of Father O’Connor 

noble men, and bore the beat and. m' were
burthen oi the day as soldiers of the 
cross like unto the missionaries of the 
old days, the Reoollets and the Jesuit*. 
Their lives will be an inspiration for the 

generation. May the light of

008 young man with a few thousand dol
lars capital. If he makes the venture 
ho will either be absorbed 
out.

or starved
Our contemporary the London 

Advertiser thus cleverly sums up the 
situation :eternal glory bo the portion of tbe 

great churchman who yielded up his 
his Divine Redeemer in

Wâ You
“ The growing army of promoters in 

Canada
“ Count that day lost whose low do- 

sceuding sun,
“ Sees D0t ,®un>® merger finished or be

gun.”

■J spirit to 
Toronto on the last day tlx vuuijfh of

TOM the Sacred Heart. the baker-bishop of
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