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The Greatest Producers of all.

A great many people living in this country fail to
realize the importance of the Canadian farmer in a crisis
like that through which we are now passing. There is
no place on earth where the labor of the farmer returns
a greater production of foodstuffs, or even anywhere
nearly
per capita in this country is higher than in any other

which means that the farmer here produces

as great, as right here in Canada. Production
country,
more for export than the individual farmer in any other
part of the globe. This has a direct bearing upon the
efforts which are now being put forward to increase
production in Canada. It is possible that one man pro-
ducing to the limit on a Canadian farm would be worth
several of his kind in the fighting line at the present
time, in so far asnationalserviceis concerned. The food
problem is grave, and is growing more acute each day.
What would those peopleinour country who complain of
the high cost of living do if it were not for the fact that
experienced, competent men are in charge of the farm
production of the country? It is all very well to talk
about alien labor and the inexperienced help for the
farms. We should make use of all available help, but
the fact remains that the experienced men on the land
are worth more on the farm than in any other capacity
at the present moment. Dr. Zavitz gave out some very
interesting figures at the Expzrimental Union meeting.
They are worth pondering over. According to the
United States Year Book for 1916, for the three years
previous to the war, 1910-11-12, for six food crops, in-
cluding wheat, corn, oats, barley, potatoes and rye, the
estimated production per capita of these in terms of
bushels of wheat was as follows: Canada, 70.4; Argen-
tina, 56.3; the United States, 45.3; Australia, 24.7;
the German Empire, 21.3; Austria-Hungary, 21; France,
17.9; Russia, 17.4; Italy, 9.6; India, 7.8; Great Britain
and Ireland, 5.6. Canada, it will be seen,
producer per capita from farm crops of all the principal
And further, Sir William Hearst

pointed out in a recent speech that the farmers of On-

is the heaviest
countries of the world.
increased their acreage considerably during

the past two years, and the field crops of all Canada
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were worth upwards of one billion dollars in 1916.
Canadian farmer is an important factor in the winning
of the war. The
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of the individual.
the Allies, of
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Canadian farmer is the heaviest pro-

available heavy pro-

ducers to the which need these foodstuffs
them. to his country
many times over! This is no question
It is a question of the Empire, of
World. Fighters
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man who abuses the Canadian farmer who honestly

Democracy, of the
long on the lines without
produces all he can in the interests of humanity at this
time is a traitor to his country and to humanity. Shame
on the cowards wherever they may be who attempt to
set class against class in this our hour of trial. United
we must stand for the good of our land.
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Organized Agriculture Objects to
Increased Railway Rates.

As announced in last week’s issue, an important
meeting of stockmen was recently held in Toronto to
discuss and protest against the proposed increase of
fifteen per cent. on railway transporation rates. It was
pointed out at that meeting that in view of the fact that
called for that

Canada must depend upon her export trade to meet

increased production was being and
obligations caused by the great war, anything such as
increased freight rates, which makes a further tax upon
Moreover, Mr.
pointed out that there were two sides to the question,

the people is not justifiable. Pepper

and that the railroads were before the increase making

a revenue sufficiently large to carry on their operations

and leave them a reasonable return. He showed that

1321

while operating expenses had increased, for the seme
reason earnings increased in some cases almost dRigHRe
and while the revenue pet tom
per ton haulbge wn

the operating increase,
haulage decreased, and the cost
creased the ton haulage per train increased| fiftyd-gijiht
from 1907 to 1916; and because the nilMaxs
worked more to capacity, the revenue per freigihfmeiim
mile increased from 1875 to 1916 two and: three-quantes
times, and the percentage to earnings pen tmaiin Wik
ton haulage decreased twenty-four and a halfi peir ceul.,
which left the railway companies the gainers. WWhilk the
war has increased operating expenses, it has meneasad
earnings by nearly double the increased expense,. The
advance in rates would mean some $40,000,000 anniiaily
to producers and consumers of this country. The pre-
ple of Canada, according to Mr. Pepper, haxe dinabed
close to a billion dollars to aid in building our raiiways,
and many millions more in building up hasbons: witiidh
are a valuable assistance to the earning powern off the
roads. Readers will be interested in the figures: witiiih
he gives in a letter in another department ofi thil iksi.
Objections to the proposed increase of rates ane being
raised all over Canada, and no doubt a reconsiidRneition
of the whole problem will result. Producess; and] eom-
sumers should not have to carry a heavien lnadi iff it s

not necessary.

per cent.

Chinese Labor or do Withewat
Luxuries?

A suggestion has been made that 100,000) Chihamam
be brought into this country in bond for the pungese off
increasing production until the close of the wam, aftes
which they would be shipped back to Chinay. The
suggestion does not and cannot meet with, the: aggnexall
of Canadians on farm or in factory. It weulil e a
comparatively easy matter to get the Celestialh; inte thee
country, but scatter them over Canada’s widi- aneass andl
they would never be collected by any means: fon- netanm
to the congested centres from which they came:. Cangr
dian farmers would not take kindly to the ke andl
neither would the laboring men of this countmy:. MWine
over, we do not belicve that employers ofi lahoir on @
large scale would care to risk Canadian citizenshily andl
Canadian ideals to such an extent. No, Canadin dhss
not want Oriental labor on such a propositipm. Tug,
it is necessary to produce all possible, but for this yeser
the labor would be of little use in farm produgtipim, andl
we have more faith in other schemes to meet the siftig-
tion. The President of the Experimental Union wimmld
out in his address before that body the fact that we:haMee
at the present time in this country too many upneQessamy
industries competing with those which are essenttid] in
the labor market. If we have reached the stage wiange
Oriental labor in the scores of thousands i evaih Q-
templated, then we have come to that pointi where we
can do without a large number of luxuries to, whitdh wee
almostt ffsdl
ourselves into believing that they are essentiall. HussH
is necessary; munitions are transpertaitivh,
fuel and clothing are essential; and any industry, wiliidh
directly or indirectly furthers any of these shoulii s
maintained. We do not need to name non-essanitidls,
If readers will stop a moment to think off the tihgs
we have now that our forefathers did wathout;, andi ait
the same time developed strong character andi phtysiitjisa,
they will be able to make a list which, if discontiimps
in use, would release considerable labor for those musét
necessary industries which must be pushed) to, the: liinikt
in order to bring the war to an early and s.uhmmmry
Let us be as Sandy Fraser recentd); sai
pruuvi of what we do and muu\u

have become so accustomed that we can

essential;

conclusion.
of his forefathers,
what we do without.” /

As a general rule, it pays to do to lhc iy
as you would have him do unto you.
independent as to be able to get along wi




