
October 7, 1908 The Canadian Dairyman ard Tanning World 9

POULTRY YARD
Preparing Pullet» for Laying
After the trials, troubles, and losses 

of early chicken days arc over there is 
nothing pleasanter than to watch the 
young pullets grow and develop in 
. ynimetry and beauty. After they 
have replaced their chicken feat, era j 
with fresh, smooth, clean plumage, 
and begin to chow a reddening of the 
comb and wattles, we begin to realise 
that they have powers and possibili­
ties all their own and our own. There 
is something particularly attractive 
about a demure maiden hen that has 
begun to exhibit motherly ways. We 
like to hear such an one beginning to 
talk, in her quiint wa,, of laying 
eggs, of adding to her beauty the proof 
of her ability.

. Oftentimes the amateur poultry-
^keeper gets impatient and thinks «he 

pullets he has raised or purchaused 
ought, at command, to b-gin to pro- 
duce the much desired eggs. The 
birds seem large enough; they eat 
enough; they have their keeper’s best 
care and attention. Why don’t they 
lay? Well, because they an1 not 
ready. They are not egg-machines, 
although man tries his best to make 
them such. They are living, organiz­
ed beings, and they are taking the 
necessary time to develop normally 
and completely the organs of egg pro­
duction, with a definite purpose to 
bring into the world feathered beings 
like themselves. To do this the inter­
val reproductive organs, the ovaries 
and connections, must first be fully 
form'd and perfectly deevloped.

The pullet has no thought of simply 
making eggs containing yolk and 
white to be gobbled as a delicacy by 
hung.y mortals. Her strength and 
vitality are being turned, in large 
part, to the developing of the minute, 
but all important, germs of the eggs, 
each of which shall contain all the 
force, stamina, hereditary quality, and 
life powers necessary for the produc­
tion of a new chick that shall grow 
and thrive and mature, and in turn 
reproduce ite kind. Thii 
machine process; it is llle develop­
ment. It is Nature’s work, deliber­
ately done with definite purpose. 

don’t hurry thbm too fast

At the same time that the pullet is 
preparing to furnish the eggs 1er fu­
ture flocks of chicks, she bur lo be 
completing the formation of her own 
bones, muscles, feathers, etc. Con­
sidering all that the pullet has to ac­
complish, she is really doing rapid 
work. Although much can be done to 
hasten the process, the veteran poul­
try-keeper does not seek to hurry the 
maturing of the pullets too fast, know­
ing well that if he should succeed in 
getting eggs extra early, especially in 
the summer, they will be liable to 
be extremely small in sise, and there 
will very likely come a reaction, re­
sulting in the interruption of egg pro­
duction in a month or two, perhaps 
premature moulting, and, possibly, no 
more laying of eggs to springtime— 
the natural breeding season of fowls.

The secret of the genuine success la 
to keep the pullets developing stead­
ily in a natural, healthy way that 
shall insure perfect bones, muscles, 
blood-vessels, nerves, lungs, diges­
tive system, and reproductive organs.

After the sexes are separated pro­
vide for the pullets sufficient shelter, 
but do not overdo this part of the
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business. Close confinement during 
either day or night is not desirable. 
As the birds increase in size, the num­
ber in each house should be regulated 
so that there will always be room 
enough and no crowding. Comfort 
and ample, well-balanced rations are 
wonderfully helpful factors in seeking 
to promote early and rapid egg pro­
duction. Exercise is essential to the 
best gradual development.

VALUE OF GRASS AND 1NSBCTS
Green grass, insects, pure water, 

and grit are desirable for maturing 
pullets. Fresh growing grass is the 
best of green food, and the exercise 
needed in gutting the insects and 
grass is the best of ai<ls to good diges­
tion and steady, healthy growth. If 
the grasses where the pullets range 
get tough and withered, fresh green 
food may bo provided by cultivating 
u part of the yard or range, and plant­
ing oats, rye, or barley. A special 
word of caution as to the drinking 
water is in order here. See to it that 
the pullets have pure, fresh water al­
ways supplied, end that there eis no 
impure or stagnant water where they 
can get at it to drink. Pullets show 
sometimes a very depraved taste, and 
even stoop to drink from filthy 
ditches, sink-drains, and other vile

Wheat and oats arc the best grains 
for growth, adding maize as the 
weather grows colder. Nutritious 
mashes fed once o day will hasten 
development. A mash may include 
wheat, bran, and middlings, with a 
little linwed-meal, adding maize-meal 
as the season advances.

SKIM MILK IS VALUABLE
Skim-milk is exceedingly good food 

to promote growth and early matur­
ity. Buttermilk and whey also con- 
lain valuable protein nutriment which 
can be utilised in producing eggs. Any 
supplies of the by-products of milk 
from the household, the farm, or from 
a dairy, should be utilised if avail­
able and economical to obtain and 
use. The proportions of thi food-staffs 
may vary much, accord in < to easiness 
and cheapness in obtaining them. Use 
what hiding stuffs arc mailable and 
economical. Keep in mind the proper 
balance of the protein and carbon­
aceous nutriments, and the amount 
of ash constituents, studying first the 
standard for a maintenance ration; 
second, the proportions of the stand­
ards for growing chicks, and finally 
adapting the diet to the standard for 
laying fowls. If insects or skim-milk 
are abundant, the pullets will get 
their protein nutriment without fur­
ther care, and beef scraps will not be 
needed. Sun-flower and hemp seed in 
small quantities give a variation to 
the diet which is beneficial. Remem­
ber the value of bran, because of the 
phosphate of lime this contains, which 
is useful in building the fowls’ frames, 
and is considered conducive to early 
maturity. As laying time appfOMhM, 
or to hasten its coming, fresh-cut 
green bone may be used. Feed per 
pullet, at first, one-fourth ounce per 
day, increasing gradually to one 
ounce daily. It is very nutritious and 
stimulating, and, probably, can be fed 
at this time with greater effect than 
at any other time in life of the fowl. 
If the fresh bone is difficult to get, or 
is only obtainable and prepared at 
great cost of funds, or labour, beef 
scraps, meat-meal, or dried blood 
may be used in addition to granulat­
ed dry bone or bone-meal. Use only 
sufficient of these concentrated feed- 
ing-stuffs to balance the ration accord­
ing to the standards. When the de­
man comes for carbonate of lime, of 
which the egg '.hells are mainly 
composed, it is easily and cheaply 
supplied by means of crushed ouster- 
shelly or well broken egg-shells.

Do not use condiments like red pep­
per, mustard, and Datent and pretend­
ed forcers of egg-laying, unless you 
wish to cause inflammation of the di­
gestive tract and the organs of re­
production. Excessive exciting of

organs does not pay, because a 
reaction is sure to come, and the tis­
sues are then liable to attacks of dis­
ease germs which in health and vigour 
they would resist and reject—F. L.

Early Moulting
J. li. Johnston, Kssti Co., Ontario

As my subject implies I put a great 
deal of stress upon the cure of hen» 
at this time of tne year so as to uring 
them into early mold. Thus they are 
ready for that important function, of 
winter egg production. To do this we 
must assist them in every known 
manner. In te llhrst place, one ques­
tion arises, how shall we assist nature 
in this particular working to the best 
advantage? My method has been 
during the first half of July to feed 
sparingly for two weeks. In fact, com­
pared with the feeding at other seas- 
sons of the year, you might call it 
starving. Then after this I feed heav­
ily, say one half more along with the 
green food they will eat. For this 
purpose I grow a pa' ’h of cabbage. 
I have now all of my old hens in the 
mold, also two of my male birds, 
which I have away frouin the Inns. 
I never let them run together.

After the middle of July, during the 
time they are making new feathers, 
I give them all the animal food I can 
conveniently get hold of, such as 
ground bone, slaughter house offal, 
or, if this cannot be got, I feed bone 
meal or dried beef scraps, softened 
by pouring boiling water over it. II 
can then be mixed with ground feed of 
any kind. The result hat. been *nat 
I nave always had more eggs from 
hens during the early winter. My 
flocks have been healthier and the 
result has been all that I could desire. 
My birds have all been with few ex­
ceptions, ready for the fall shows, hav­
ing all or most of their new feathers.

The method which I would adopt 
if I were raising chickens on a farm 
would be to confine my hens in a 
yard, for a period of 10 days or two 
weeks, just giving them enough feed 

! to live on. If I hail not a yard I 
j would make one. I would then let 
j them out.for a free range of the grain 
fields after the sheaves are gathered, 
giving them a little feed in addition. 
The ration I have given above. This 
treatment will give you more winter 
eggs, less sickness, and it will help 
your young chickens to develop. I 
have referred to the pullets more than 
to the cockrels. Cockrels should be 
separated from the pullets just us 
soon as the sex can be determined. 
If you have not already done some­
thing along this line, you may start 
at once. The old adage of "Better 
late than never” will apply here to 
advantage.

If you have a surplus of skim milk 
on your farm, or whey or buttermilk, 
use it for wetting your ground grain 
or meat meal, in place of the water, 
it will give better results, and will 
amply repay you for any loss your 
hogs may sustain by turning their 
food into this channel. I have tried 
several systems with the above objects 
in view, but have forsaken them all 
for this one. It has worked out very 
satisfactorily.

“I appreciate your effort in supply­
ing a good journal for farmers and 
wish you every success in your un­
dertaking.”—Mr. G. Stranger, Halton

At the end 
of the day
“You can shoot 

SOVEREIGN shells all dsy 
end et the end not realize 
that you have been shoot­
ing, as the recoil is so 
slight,” said an expert shot 
the other day. They have 
small breech and barrel 
pressure aud give off no of­
fensive gases, because load­
ed with Empire smokeless
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DOMINION AMMUNITION

It takes two or three years to breed 
up any flock to good characteristics. 
Select the breed you admire most and 
breed your hens to males of that 
breed, changing them each year. You 
will note a marked improvement the 
first year, and each year thereafter 
will intensify the advance.

Sense and experience should govern. 
If a breeder could alwayn know that 
the birds in bis breeding pens were 
in as nearly a perfect state for repro­
duction as possible, and that the con­
ditions surrounding the chicks were 
alike year after year, then he could 
formulate a set of rules for their treat­
ment which would work satisfactorily 
in the majority of oases. Until such 
conditions are present, breeders will 
have to be guided by experience anil 
common sense in judging what is 
proper treatment under varying con­
ditions.

This feature is 
one of many 
which account 

for the superiority 
of the

TEVENS
for Stevens Catalog 

and read full particulars— 
ace how superior 0eti.l?,r7r*
Stevens firearms 
are in every way;
Shotguns, Rifles,

KRU 
•LUG

i COMPRESSED and FORGED 
IN ONE OPERATION 

Qlvea ■ breech of un- 
equeled etrent.th 

Dan Rrard’a "Guns and Gunning’’—All 
shout burning and •hoothig, shorn same, the 
oua at^gljp.atc.. sent prepaid, paper cover, 

ll your drairr cannot supply genuine Slrrms 
Arma, kind!- let us know. Insist on Stevens. 
U. STaVBhft ARMS * TOOL CO. 

SO Drove Street 
Cfcioopee . alla. Mus., U. ■ A.

Earn $75 to $150 per 
month as Brakei 

or Fireman.
rvl\ J 081 study an hour a day for 8 or 
01)10 weeks and we guarantee to assist 
V/ you to a position on any railway

In Canada Hundreds of men wanted in the next few 
months If you went the above salary, ask for our booklet

k- Tin Domlnl.n Railway Schsol, D.pl, I, Winnipeg, Min.
a a > — m am


