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from an architectural o

archwological  point ol
view.  And few people
even in the neighbourkood
seem to be aware that the
name is old, The grand
forest trees surrounding
the estate hint that it has
a past history, and such is
really the case, for an
ancient record proclaims
the fact that in the yem
1258 a prior of Bentley
was killed by a cornemow
falling down upon him;
the lands of the suppressed
monastery were made over
to the kiny in 1543, and
not a single v
the building 1
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the road to the end
noble grove which I«
the demesne of thisa
estate, we have crosse
border of the countics o
Middlesex and Her 1
shire and are in the latter
county.,  When we come
to explore we find evi-
dences that we arc in what
was formetly a richer and
more well-to-do  county
than that which we have
just quitted, and the very
first church  we come
cross,  Aldenh
claims the fact unmis-
takably, Instead of the
low, rudely-built Middle-
sex tower we hove a tall,
handsome one, embattled
at the top but with a little
woodenspirelet or*spike
rising out of the lead-flat
at the top, this “spike”
or spirelet is a common
feature in Hertfordshire,
and is found in other coun-
ties, but we think it is &




