This is the closing, crowning feature in the pic-
ture of the world’s apostasy. But we have not
reached it yet. Our conflict is with Babylon and not
with the Mede, with that which lives deliciously and
in honour during the age of Jerusalem’s ruins (i. e.,
of the rejection of Christ),
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WATCHING.
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The characteristic of a person who has his ear
open to the Lord is watching. * Blessed are those
servants, whom the lord, when he cometh, shall
find watching ; verily I say unto you, that he shall
gird himself and make them to sit down to meat,
and will come forth and serve them.” (Luke xii.
37). I find Him serving, then, in divine love, still
in the same character,. He comes and brings us
to heaven—to His Father’s house, that where He
is, there we may he also. * While you were in
that wicked world,” He says, *“ I was obliged to

_keep you on the watch, in a state of tension, with
diligent earnestness to keep the heart waiting ; but
I bring you to a place where you are to sit down,
and it will be my delight to minister to you.”

It is one of the greatest comforts to me that I
shall not want my conscience in heaven. If I let
it go to sleep for a moment now, there are temp-
tations and snares ; there, there is no evil, and the
more my heart goes out, the more good it is.

“Here 1 dare not let it, but I must watch and pray ;
I shall not need that in heaven. The full blessed-




