
No. 4<>. mf'3THE CHRONICLE.X1oxtki:xl, November 15. 1912

1
THE POINT ST. CHARLES FIRE.

Chief not Notittv.1 of Break in Maln-AMrrmrli 
IusUt on Enquiry.

Take away lire insurance, ami aw ax |tire insurance.
pK.. 1 considerable pro[K)rti"n of modern credit Flr<,

facilities.
Th, fact i' that lire insurance i' so potent a factor y, t||c jnvvstjgali,,„ l,eld ,,n Monday by Eire Com- 

jn a|| material development as to lie scarcely second „,jssioner Ritchie, regarding the lire which broke out 
nance to a monetarv svstem. And ju-t as in the plant ( the Consumers Cordage Vonpany.

’ ....I ,» tnlriist " the

light \va< thmwn upon it< origin.
given hv hire Chief 

not notified hv

one w
the country's monetary system to hands unskilled in ( Vompany. 110 
financial husiness, so in lire insurance, training, 'kill,'. Jiniporlant evidence 
knowledge and exjierienee are necessary. Moreover, Tremblay, who stated that lie

ite that there should he not only a thorough the w ater department of the break in the .V'inch
main which took place at the time that the lire broke 
out. probable half an hour vlap-vd between the first 
alarm and the getting or water from the canal.

3.

was
xx a-

it is rci|iii'
knowledge of the principles to he applied hut a know 
ledge of the actual hazard belonging to various kind 
,,f pvipcrty in order that the premium contributions 

he fitted equitably to the promised indemnity 
And it is to he observed that this equitable premium

ilv lie arrived at xvitli reasonable certainly after , f, :

1
CtllEE TkE'IIII.AV S Evidence.max

A summary of Chief Tremblay's evidence is as

can "i
t\|» riciice over a prolonged period of years and over ] 

ide area. Eor fire insurance depends upon the law j 
nf average, that losses in one direction will he made ;

Chief Tn niblny until lie hail arrived on Hie *ei lie »l the 
' gerund alarm. At first hv hail nn fear, although the flame, 

were raging, lint hv fourni that there was no pressure on
1 the hydrant, and then upon it...... naines w. re |ilnee.| on the

canal hank. This was a dtffleult task owing to the slate 
I of tlie roads. It was not attempted at Itrsl he, ail so II was 

the experience ill a particularly confined field, i' Use- mm.h eaaler generally to eonneet with mains roiiaiiiy

a- a guide. Hence the necessary misoundness | M ïiTMS/ï Si'ïï
of self insurance anil similar schemes in which an ; nnHB.,T ln „ micstlim. to tear down the building to tire

the fire spreading, as Its rapidity was such as to Inc 
1 anil to make them lose 2SQ

a «

u;i h\ gains in another, line"- year's experience 1 ,r

if individualsindividual or a small collection 
separate themselves off from the main body of lire 
iti-ttrvrs, and proceed to carry their own risk 
is to reduce fire insurance to the level of a mere

fiovll the lives of the firemen 
varda of hose.

Commissioner Rltehle: Supposing yon 
from the canal and yon found no pressure are there not 
phvaleal means hy which you could gel »»l"r '"l,r
stand Hie city has bought some extra ml M™ *!l": 

Chief Tremblay: 1 presume so. hut l don I know how.
showing the water mains In the city 

I thought probably the

had a fire awayThat

garble It may he said that the individual who cares 
to take these chances has a right to do so, lie has, 
hut we deny that a public authority such as the 
(Jnehec (iovernment or the Montreal City Council, 
which is in the position morally, if not legally, of being 
a trustees of others' property, has a similar right. If 
the Hon. Mr. Taschereau starts his self insurance 
fund and the Legislative Buildings at Quebec burn 
dim it six months later, what will the loss to the tax­
payers he? How far would the Montreal City 
Council's fire fund go in providing a new City Hall, 
supposing that the present one burned down? 
amazing thing is that people in positions of res|*nisib- 
ilitx and trit't can he so shortsighted as to follow this

We have m, map 
when t saw there was no water, 
main was Inn small, unit the fact of the engines wmrklng 
.... tll,. other Hi recta explained why we could get no water 

Si Patrick's. No one told me we had got no water, and 
of telling whether It was n broken 

flume tn Hiemntr or’whnt " Vdld not know there was a

yard.
Mr Bennett of the 

a*kvd If thin was the reason
*ftC'htef1 ^Tren,hUy:' Certainly........I we eon,rolled » much

down with the heat.

Canadian Cnderwrlters Company, 
why advantage had not boon

The

)tih;r 1'vii‘i v‘ i •

At the adjourned enquiry on Wednesday, Mr. 
Valiquctte, chief engineer at the waterworks 
asked if it was the duty of any person to notify t i 
Pire Department in case of a break, stated that lu 
,H,1 not know. There was, he said, no alarm box 
in the pumping station, but if then; was a I,re Mr 
Coleman, who had charge of Me l avish pumping 
-talion, was supposed to notify then of the lad. In 

.f this lire he did not notify them inasmuch 
water available. I here was no 

After some

course.
when

According to the record of industrial accidents 
maintained by the Department of l.alsntr. there were 
104 workmen killed and 3-4 in]tired tluring the 
month of October. Compared with the record for 
September, this is an increase of fifteen in the nil 11- 
licr killed and a decrease of ninety live in the number 
injured. The greatest number of fatal accidents 
occurred in steam railway service, there living -'8 

ployees killed. The building trades 
with tX fatalities. Of the non-fatal accidents, the 
greatest number occurred in the metal trades, the 
nu nber recorded living 85, followed second hy build 
ing trades with 40 injured, and third by steam rail­
way service with 37 injured.

the ease < 
as there was no
automatic guage in the pumping station, 
questioning as to the time when the mam broke 
the trd iiist.. the witness finally said it must have 
been'between 8.15 and 8.30 pan., alunit fifteen minutes 
after the first alarm was turned in. His theory a- 
to the breaking of the main wa< that the stul<lcii 
opening of the pumps, air being in the pipe*', created 
a sudden rush of water, causing what wa- known

on
come nextIT

Sf
iK

rih
■x

—
. -

er
r-

—
,

g ■
3f

c
#■

t£
*z

r.


