QUEBEC TRANSCRIPT,

AND GRYERAL ADTERTISEBE.

THE MAN ON THE MAST,
Conbwnued.

a0 nste at the physician was on his knees
a sort of litter made of coats, while a
held over his head a brand taken up from
, and which, as it flickered and flashed,
the appatently lifeless form of & wo-
Some of her dripping clothes had been
od ; coats, &2, had been wrapped round
she had been chafed, and adrop or two
ts applied ta her lips ; but hitherto with

t

wust be removed at once £0 a house,”

¢ physician, afler examining her atten-

for a few minutes, “ Nothing can be

till that is accomplished,” and he rose
is knees

o cannot leave our duty, sir,” they re-
“ and there is uoowe .lse here but this
n. The folks below have something
think of, and the nearest cabin is half
off, at the least.”
ell, this man and I can take her there
ws. It ie the only chance for her life.”
sol al once abou’ devising as convenient
of re joving her us possible, The pro-
areward out of hisown pocket bought
ices of the greedy pessant, and they
ashort time or~e again travelling in
ny, though with a cumbersome addition
{;ndy. Hard they worked that night,
unteer and the mercendry, bearing their
8 burden through e swampy fields,
er the slipprvg’ lences, in the storm : and
was_when their ud knociing ot thy
i the powsant and his family from
ocked slambers,
Beedless to detv.l the alar o at first ; the
the ardent compassion of
poor ¢ - w the
tious timidity, and the
the lower classes of the Insh, thesuc-
of these feelings is atonce §
who do not, & deseription sufficiently
for the pisent purpose would scarce-

tisfactory .
a8 it may be called, was deposited
'ld. u.’- from the ncnp’t:u of
| the fow turl ashes were blown
nished with fresh fael and all the
edding of the hoase (sownty enough
collected and hn’lrld to envelope
of the stanger. The poor woman
With that peculiar alertness and
#83 of mabagement commonly met
ongst Lhe peasautry of that secluded
i district, set herself tostrip the
habiliwents from the cold an/ sense-
p on the bed, and to chafe and dry it
reiuvolved it in the coarse but well-
ments ehe had collected for the pur-

ot being extinet, these efforts, under
ous saperintendence of the pale-faced
i produced, at last, their effect, and it
real pleasure he saw Lhe lids unclose
eyes of an intetesting looking female,
ly under the middle age, and in ap-
somewhat above the ¢ mmon cluss
re the discoveries he made that nigh(,
to her history and (ate, we have not
means of ascerlaining, ay he never
r questions put to him with tat ob-
uffice it to say that, whatever the dis-
may have been, they were of a nature
in hi lively interest, and secuie his
ines as loog as they could be of any

r dawn the morning after, a violent
was heard at the door of the cabin
the pale-faced physician was still

g his pationt
's there 1’ exclaimed the shivering
from amongst some straw by the fire.
n the door, Lynch; we want you, man,
lir yoursell.”
awsy sans culotle rose
\ving jon low len
gether with two of the sa
“nl‘x intrgduced to our
wn fo the quay, [‘zne
and take a beams okr with i

3, unbolted
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a vessel gone down in Chape Bay, and there
are her masts above water, ~ith some poor
devil. . { seamen holding on.”

A scream from the bed interrupied the rest
of the sentence and, in a moment the female
had started up with clasped hands, exclaiming,
4 Ohy God ! 'is he wpon it ”

The men started beek in astonishment, sn
wikl and unearthly was the voice, and 50 un-
expected the question. W).en they recovered
thenselves they professed their inability to
answer it—there was not light enough to dis-
linguies anything beyond the bare fact of
there heing persons thus penisasly situated.
There was nothing to be gained from them ;
bat the whole character and demeanour of the
woman was changed. She seemed to become
anew creature—her delility and gentieness
vanished together ; she was endowed with su-
rrrnalnml life and energ, and the retarn of

ope had brought with Wt & merbid strength,
which raised her above all the natural effects
of her recent exhaustion. As the men went
out, she energetically, and almost imperiously
requesizd of the physician to retire, a d in
8)i'e of his expostulations and eptreaties she
solf2red not more than a few minutes to e apse
ere she wis closhed in her half-dried garme.. s,
and pressing out al the door into the storm on
her way to the share. The averpowered phy-
sician made what haste he could to follr . her;
bt it was not so easy to overtake i.1. Ske
seemed to fly rather tham run ; her hair and
apparel streaming behind uer, and shapiog
her course towards the sea, the road (o which
she seemed lo discaver by instinct.

On the shore, mesntime, a considerable as-
semblage of persons biad been cpllected, consist-
ing (besides the coast-gaard) principally of the
country people, although two or three of the
neaver gentry, 1o whose ears tidings of the
wreck had already reiched, were of the nume
ber. The mowning was clear and bright ; the
sun was fast ascending lowards the tunwu
but the weight of the north easter was utl‘
rashing in, might and main, marking the sur-
face of the water with white foam, and throw-
ing the breakers upon the shore with tremen-
dous fury.

AL this place the surfl was the more broken
by the unevetiness of a rocky bottom, here and
there rising above the surface of the sea, and
sinking abrdptly below it. The conformation
of the rock seemed to add to the trouble of the
walers, 1t was placed in slightly undulating
layers, assuming in general nearly a horizen
tal position, so that the leaves or lumine were
here and there pecled off, s it were, ard
heap: 4 aver the olher part in confusion. The
lime: - rock, dark itself, and roughened with
adhesiveshelly and u-rwcrd,bliu?ml up black
amidst the seething mass, aud, at limes, might
be fancied to resemble the head of some mighty
sea-wonster, emerging from the waves, and
plunging beneath them again, A little (orther
out, where the wave bad depth to carl, the
great green wall swept up towards the shore,
carrying a little light spray toppling on its
ciest, and thea, by degrees, turning majesti-
cally over, till the clear top plunged its head
into the thick of the foam with a stuaning
roar, and relled in oge boiling mass onward
towards the land, ., Father still, and just be-
yond the curl of the shoaling water,t was evi
dent a vessel had sank in the night, for there
were two m st by tins time perfectly discer-
nible, standing up almost perpendiculnrly,ini-
mersed about as far as the tops, as they are
techaicully termed ; \hat is, the broad frame-
work, which aflords fooling at the junction of
the mast and topmast. _ OF these, the foretops,
being lower than the other, were ratherbelow
the Teyel of the sea, but the maintops were
ahove il, andon these the outlines of four ha-
man figures could be seen with tolerable dis-
tinctoess by a spectator on the beach, starding
out against the moving stay, althoagh so little
thised above the water, us to be partially im-
thetsed by every wave as it swept past, -

As soon as ever this had beén ascertalned
l\:{ those on land, there had bpen a cry for a

at. The thre¢ sailors already  mentionsd
Were'the finft o voluteer hi? Setvices, and
itWhs With & Vview te ‘edinpleting their crew
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while the third went notthward acros: a mi ck
of land to the little pier of , close to which
their yawl lay highand dry. The greater part
of the gazers fromth top of the cliff had fol=
Lywed in the dirdetion of the pr ected launch ;
but the officer of the coast gtiard, an experien-
ced seaman. remained with his men at théir
original station, occasionally raising his glass
to his eye, and%aking 4 narrow sarvey of the
mast and those clinging te it; but when spok-
en to about the boat, and the chance of getting
them off, be only looked up sagaciously to
windward, without saying a word,

He bad just shut up his glase, and slung it
ance mope in his leathern case bebind bim,
when the wnhappy creature be had assisted to
save the night before, came running wildly up,
her haie floating behind her, her face ashy

ale, awd all the intenseness of fearful inquiry
in its expression, Breathless and agitated, she
could not at firstéay a word, but looked wildly
back anv, forward Wgng the horizon, the rapi-
dity of her gaze preventing her from catching
the ohjeet she was in search of. As last she
goined uttepnce, anderied,

“ Oh, sirgwhere are they ! Where are they ?
Show me thém, for God's sake ! , show me
them | afld she clasped her hands before
him.

“ Lovk over that black rock there, about a
quarter of a mile off shore, andyou’il see the
wasts. [ doubt whether you can muke out
what’s on them, though. D———d hard tosze
st all at this hour of the memning, with the
spray in gue’s face.”

Sgr her eyes with her hand, and ran
her Kllm"‘ slowly in the direction poiiited
out, and at length screamed—

 Yes, yes, that's our shitp ; tere she is,
and people on the mast. Oh, who we they 7
For God’s sake tell me, sir, | he thera 17"

“ Don™ know, ma’am, indeed. Cun’t
see yet who's there, Betides, I don' w
the perwon ;:u speak ofy that | smaware of.
Not likely be and | should be acqosinted.”

“Qb! look, | wir! take !b“'ql. or
givé M me. We's 1, sunbumt, ..‘lue
Jacket, Oh, you can™t mistake him %

“ Here, my lads, saia “he officer lo his men,
“ unstrap this spy-glass, and band it to me.”

They unbuckled it from the back of their
superior, where it had been slung, and when
he hind received it at their hends, he commen-
ced leisurcly to place it at its focus, while the
poor woman continaed to watch him with age-
bized impetience,

“ Here,take it yourself, ma’am. You know
him better than I'do. No doubt you can fiml
him if any one can.””

She took (he instrument in her trembling
baods, but Ler efforts to steady and disect it
were vain, The inventions of science are of
little use in the hands of passion or agony.

“ Ab,” said she, as she lowered it, her eyes
filled with tears, « | see nothing but elouds
and rolling waves ! Take it yourself, sir, and
tell me what you can discern. Susely he might
be there as any one else—and yet did I not sce
him swept away 7 ** and she wrang her hands
in the agony of (he recollection.

The groff officer put the glass lewsurely up to
his eyes, and having covered the masi, gave
the result of his survey slowly, pausing be-
tween each word,

“ Why, ma’am, as well as cam see, there
are fout men holding on, and & boy, I think,
besides, on the other mast, but of this I can’t
be altogether certain, for the sea washes over
him, and it’s only now and then 1 catch a
glimpse of him.” By George, there’s one of
the men uﬂ' | »

The sailors uttered an involuntary excla-
malion, the poor wowan shrieked in agony,
and |.-|3 on her knees ; and at the same time a
distant ety from fie spectators who had moved
towaids the pior snnounced that they too had
seen Lhe occurrence.,

“ O, look ! for the love of heaven,
look, and tell me what you see |

“ Ha!™ he continued, still looking through
his glasy, * [ ciaght bhm that moment on the
top of & wave, iw close to the other mast.

siry

tha of theni had ghné ap {6 Lynch'd cabin

No doubt :"ﬂl make hh.iof‘h:l:uw-qth,
now ! mainmast ;
_‘er: wum z::e"-o good & berth ofl

¥t there, I expect, as the tops are below watew
He’s at it, by Jove—-no, gone again ; and the
boy’s off, toe. My God, they’ll not hold ous
much longer, any of them ! »

“Ob, don’t say so!” cried the woman.
“ What are the men on the mast like ! Look,
sir, look, and tell me, I beseech of you: What
colour is their dress ?

“ They’re not down yet, though,” conthe
nued the oudcer, without heeding her, and still
looking. ¢ There they were both together on
a wave that time—a strong fellow that to stand
against such a sea—by Jove, % has hold of
the boy ; und, as I'm a living man, it was %o
save him he quitted the mainmast ; and thers
e is now swimming bacl to it! Well done,

heavens, well cone ! And a loud shout
burst from his own men and the distant malti-
tnde as the inlividual ‘was seen on:e more
standing on the maimtop with the boy he, had
rescued,

% D——n that fellow, he deserves to be pro~
moted,” continued the officer, Lis glass still
tight to his eye—< and I vow I think he is
something like what yor sayy ma’un. Now
that there’s more light, | can swe that he’s-
'“]‘““ young fallow, and the biggwst of them
il

“ That’s he, that’s he, I knew it! " she
exclaimed, bursting into tears—* my generous,
noble Henry, who is thers t+save him ? who
will go out to him ? 'l go out myself with
any one ! and the distracled woman caught
the arms of the officer.

“ Why, ma’am, they’se gone off already o
launch one for trying l?:

e thing, but Pve m:
doubts if they il get through m‘mu—howvz
!h?'ll lly."

ust at this moment the pale-faced physician,
came up, He had missed his half-deliriogs
patient, and having a less powerful instinet
than she, itis to be supposed had found hime
selfat last on another part of the shore; nmd
separated frem the lime-kil  y & deep ravine
through whicn a stream issued, so that he was
obliged 1 retrace his steps a censiderable dis-
tance ‘n order to rejoin her.

- doar madam,” he _claimed, “il i
mad of you thus o expose youmelf,
you

“ Speak nol 10 me,” she cried, in & voige
that effectually silenced him, « look there !
He—he is there ! as this gestlemag—he
showed him to me—be is alive, and no one wi
zn to him. But they are taking cut a bo

:ad me, sit, lead me them!”* she contin
¥rasping Lis arm as the thought struck
‘“that I may hurry them, and help them if
can. A moment, you krow, is precious now.
Pl ask to be allowad to go with them, and offer
them any sum, all I, all we r‘ if they »
will only bring him back safe [ # 4

The young pbysician, much affeciad at heg
distress, placed a warm ot ahout ber showld~
ers, and took her ander Ms arm, leading her, *
ot rather being led by ber, such was her eages-
ness, in the direction of the litble pirt of——,

Bat the sagacious officer of the const-guard
had seen, perhaps, better than the fishermen
themselves, the difficulty, amounting almast
o impmyih‘lﬂy, of doing anything effectual un-
der the circumstances.

The boat was launched and manned by the
four intrepid men, She was of that substans
tial and business like build best caleulated fo
tide out weather of this k.nd,being exceeding-
ly thick in the timbers and bluff in the bows;
and shaped alike at oth ends, as these yawls
are commonly coustructed. 'f‘hly are used for
aniu,; down and taking up L.use osier basn
kets eruployed to take lobsters, and for carry-
ing over the sea-rack,.or weed, from the ad~
jacent islands to the maintand, where it is
apphsd in quantities fo the purpose of manur-
ing the sandy soil of the vieinity. For such
services, of course, none but a stout boat wogld
be suited, the weather being snbjected to cep-
tain changes, the coast rugged and exposed,
and the load of sea-rack ut times sufficy
F'"L Helm she had none. The crew directed
ler couse By their oars, and her Similarity of
build at both cuds esablod them to. back her
into small creeks and bir with i
ritive case, Her thwarls were fittle more than
square beams, on wich fhe oarsmen found '

»




