
Articles Jrom The fi, Growers' (Im le Women as au Organized Force—(Continued )

lu 11*1 H t lie constitution of the 
I iiitml Farmers of Alberta huh 
amended to admit women into the 
organization with the name |,rivilege* 
u' men. in 11*11 furin women aesem 
Med with the men in nnuual convention. 
In 191 f> h *till larger number of women 
were |'resent, mid this time the major• 
Ity of women met in Ho|,urute eon ven­

in Hilts the women who attended the 
annual convention of the Manitoba 
' .rain Growers' Association with I heir 
men met for a couple of sessions by 
themselves. In 11*17 they elected a 
mard of directors to carry on what work 
arose for the coming year. It was not 
until I HI** that the constitution of the 
association was so amended as to pro­
vide machinery for the Women's Her 
lion. An absolutely unanimous stand 
iug vote in «favor was the appreciation 
the Women's Section received from the 
men of the Manitoba Grain Growers' 
Association. Hiuce that time the little 
half dozen locals and sections has in 
creased many fold, and there is every 
indication that before another conven­
tion there will be Dili Women's Sec-

Interprovincial Council
At the 11*19 convent ions of the Wo­

men Grain Growers and of the United 
Farm Women steps were taken to 
nationalize the organizations. Since the 
United Fumiers in three provinces "lily 
have women's sections the naiionali/n 
tion of them has naturally not ex­
tended beyond those three provinces. 
The Inter provincial Uouncil, however, 
is preparing to take in the représenta 
lives of the other provinces so soon as 
they organize. The personnel and the 
representntion on the Interprovincial 
I'ouncil of Farm Women is to follow as 

loaoly na possible the lines already fol 
lowed by the Canadian Council of Agri­
culture. Provision is made for two 
representatives from each provincial 
executive and one from the Grain 
Growers' Guide. This board has not 
i et become fully organized, but when 
il is it will have the purpose of unify­
ing work and objects of the women's 
sections, and to direct the activities of 
all the farm women along similar lines. 
Many times in the past there Inis been 
demonstrated a dire need of such unify­
ing. Hefore next winter's conventions 
this board may have something to do ;u 
standardizing still more the work of the 
women's section* of the associations.

Some Achievements
The most lasting achievements arc 

not those which can lie described ade­
quately. They arc the increased inter­
est of women in one another and the 
-empathy and understanding for the 
other woman'» position. The monthly
a... tings are looked forward to because
they relieve the loneliness of the 
prairies. Last winter the writer at 
tended the three provincial conventions 
of farm women. When one heard of wo­
men driving -’ll* miles to attend a meet 
ing then one realized that the value of 
the dub was beyond our understanding, 
line who is in close touch with the 
changing viewpoint of farm women can 
not hut lie conscious of the influence of 
the farm women's clubs.

Rut. there nro many very real and 
Inugible achievements of these farm 
women through their club work. Three 
achievements arc outstanding, franchise 
work, temperance work mid tiie pul,In 
health campaign. In 11*14, when the 
Saskatchewan women became thoroughly 
organized they siiw the need of central 
i/nig the work for the provincial and 
municipal franchise. The Women Grain 
i.towers, therefore, recommended to the 
W.O.T.U., who was also working for the 
franchise, and to the suffrage associa 
fions then in being, that they, with the 
Women Grain Growers, appoint rep re 
•icntotlves to a central board who would 
have eliarge of this work. This was 
oils,,lered advisable by all and the first 

meeting of the Board was held in Feb­
ruary of II*HI. Mrs. Haight was the 
Women Grain Growers’ representative 
on that board, and has given long and 
faithful service in that capacity, being 
'till a member of the board. In Mt-.- 
of HGfi the board, with other rej re- 
sentntives of those organizations w* ich

wore advocating that the franchise be 
extended to women, waited upon Pre­
mier Scott regarding such extension. 
The Grain Growers’ Association was 
represented by Mrs. Haight. Mrs. Me 
Naugbtan and Mr. Musselman. Of this 
representation, Mrs. MeNaughtan said, 
“As I sat in the House amidst the 
I urge and influential gathering, it came 
to me that, were it not for our associa­
tion the country women would have 
been unrepresented that day."

la Alberta the U.F.A. co-operated 
with the WC.T.U, The petitions which 
were circulated were taken over In the 
U.F.A. and the I F.W.A. for the coun 
try districts, with the result that more
than 10,....... tames were are l to the
petition At various times, when dele­
gations waited upon the government to 
ask for the franchise, the president of 
the U.F.A. was a member of the dele­
gation and spoke for that organization. 
It is doubtful if Alberta could have 
sufficiently assured the provincial gov­
ernment that women really wanted the 
franchise had it not been for the farm 
people's organization there.

Nor have they ceased work along the 
lines of extension of citizenship when 
the bills were passed. The farm women's 
organizations are vigorously campaign 
ing f»r a higher standard of citizenship 
and have put on a liig educational cam­
paign to lids end. At this 1919 conven­
tion of nil the HHsoeintions resolutions 
were passed asking that the federal 
franchise be extended to women on the 
slime terms as men.

Temperance
From the beginning both the Sas­

katchewan Women Grain Growers and 
the United Furm Women of Alberta 
gave their undivided support and assist­
ance to I hose organizat ions which were 
already working for temperance. Sas­
katchewan s representatives were ou 
the fumons committee of one hundred 
which did such effective work in that 
campaign. When it was discovered that 
the dispensary system was not working 
out to the best advantages in Mashntoh- 
evvau again the Grain Growers' Associa­
tion lent the weight of its influence 
against it. During the campaign against 
the dispensaries, culminating in the ref­
erendum of Dec. 11, 11*hi, the Women 
Grain Growers' co operated with the 
Kqual Franchise Board and with the 
WC.T.U.. as well as with the Com­
mittee of One Hundred, in rnmpuigning 
and arousing public opinion against a in­
form of retail trade in spirituous 
liquors. The overwhelming majority 
for I he referendum in count ry districts 
particularly illustrated the influence a 
moral force like The Grain Growers van

Alberta also vo operated with those 
organizations already working for tern 
peranve. President Speakman of the 
United Fanners was a mem I er of nt 
least one delegation which w lited upon 
Premier Hifton in regard to t Jinperanve 
Many of Alberta's speakerr assisted in 
the lecture campaign in that province 
in the interest of temper nice. Resolu­
tions were passed nt anninl and district 
conventions, all of whie' convinced the 
government that the «rovim-e of Al­
berta was ready for V * abolition of the 
liquor traffic which i did in 191.1.

Nor were Manitoba farm women be­
hind those of th sister provinces in 
lighting the evil of the traffic. Maui 
tolia had some excellent arrangements 
ill that camp, ign especially in the 
country district*, and in these our farm 
people co-op rated to the utmost of 
their nhilit . The result in Manitoba 
again ev uncoil the influence so inde­
pendent and powerful an organization 
can ex- . when directed in channels for 
the be'.erment of its people.

When the agitation was afoot for the 
intervention of the Dominion govern­
ment our farm people were not less 
zealously working for a Dominion mea­
sure than were the other organizations. 
On the whole our farm organizations 
may take to themselves a great dial of 
the credit fur the very advanced tern 
périmée legislation which is now on the 
statut books of Panada and parti -n 
lurlv of those of the Western provinces

Public Health Campaign
Perhaps the Won.eu '* pnits of the 

organization have never and never will 
lignin achieve such notable results as 
they have along the line of better med­
ical facilities for rural districts. And 
yet the campaign is merely in its 
infancy. The women in the two Wes­
tern provinces have undertaken very 
definite nnd explicit work and recent 
legislation in both provinces would lead 
one to believe that it lias not been in 
v«in. Manitoba women are lining up 
well behind any movement which means 
better attention to the health of the 
Manitoba rural people.

As early as in 1914 the United Fur 
mers of Alberta discus- >1 this ques 
• ion in their annual con dition. When 
the Failed Farm Wnmi n became organ 
ized they took over this part of tin 
work. Rural hospitals became the key­
note of their endeavors in this line. At 
the session of 1916 in Saskatchewan a 
bill was passed providing for the ere,- 
lion of hospitals in municipalities or in 
a union of municipalities. The result 
is that then lire twenty hospitals in 
Saskatchewan, either already in opera 
tlon or in course of construction.

The following year the act was 
amended to make it more workable. In 
1917 the Alberta legislature passed a 
bill to provide for rural municipal bus 
pitals. It was found that the municipal 
divisions of districts was not always 
best and this year the act was amended 
to make hospital boundaries more Ilex 
lisle and the act more workable The 
act in Alberta was the direct outcome 
of agitation by the United Farm Wo­
men of Alberta, the United Farm 
Women and the Local Improvement 
associations. For two years n' least the 
women of Alberta have asked for public 
health nurses and for the formation of 
« board of health with wide executive 
powers. This year such a board was 
formed under the provincial secretary's 
department. Already the board has'in 
llie field five public health nurses. They 
arc not ns yet assigned to particular 
districts but lire to go where the need 
seems greatest for them. They are 
largely in the nature of an experiment 
but the United Farm Women arc even 
now making sure that they shall he a 
permanent institution ami that their 
success will be so marked that their 
numbers will shortly bo greath aug- 
mooted. Gradually these women's ,rgau- 
izutions are seeing the things they 
arc striving for being placed on the 
statute books of their respective pro» • 
•lives. It is easily seen that tin- goal 
they will ultimately reach will be free 
medical treatment and hospital treat 
meat for every man, woman and child 
on the prairie.

In Manitoba there has been u distinct 
agitation for free child welfare clinics. 
Mrs. K. <'. Wien eke, the recent secre­
tary nt" Hie Manitoba Women Grain 
Growers, bus been working on this f,„ 
some time. It is gratifying to know that 
public opinion in that province is now 
so strong us to encourage tin- depart 
ment of health in its advanced schemes 
foi free clinics. A number of them lire 
now in operation and others in course 
of preparation. Nurses nnd doctors will 
be in charge. They will be not only lor 
llo- benefit ol the school children but 
for every child who can reach it- doors.

Tins is only a beginning There is 
niuch ahead for Manitoba in this line.

Rural Education
Our faim women have been giving a 

great deal of their attention also to the 
bettering of the rural si hools. Many 
sections are directly responsible 
fur consolidât.ou nu I for improved 
school grounds and buildings. Others 
have worked and have established 
hot lunches at school. Still others 
an- installing play ground equipment. 
Many lest rooms I,a.,- been established 
in towns lor the benefit of the farm 
women. Many have travelling or pei• 
miment libraries .X number of the sec 
lions have actively participated in ,-u 
operative buying. Others have beauti­
fied cemeteries, have built community 
halls, have promoted the social side of 
I a nil life by having picnics, debates, 
literary evenings, lectures and amateur 
plays. Rut through all this diversity 
mid variety of work runs the common 
thread of striving after greater cron 
ri in !•- freedom. The women are not los 
mg sight of tin- fact that they invited 
themselves to become a part of the 
iiieii's organization, and they thought 
Mirli il i ourse was best lie, mise they 
wished to add their shoo I 1er to the 
wheel that will eventually turn round 
to better farming conditions in the 
* 'unndiim West. The Women's Sections 
are n.ci clv providing convenient machin 
cry for the women members of I lie asso 
i-iation to dis, uss those tilings in which 
men do not generally interest them­
selves. loil which are a part of the 
scheme for better rurnl conditions.

Increasing Recognition
Knch year sees the women's section 

of the urbanized farmer's association 
growing in influence nnd recognition. 
At the re, mt eoiifeiein e of women held 
in Ottawa on March 1 on- farm wo 
men were perhaps as well ii-presented 
a- any other organization of women in

Mrs. f*arlby. Mis. M Nnughtnii, Mrs 
Haight and Mr>. Wood. Perhaps no 
representative* contributed quite so 
much that was practical and ol value to 
th- conference as did our own repre 
Hi-ntnlives. That conference provided 
I lie opportunity for our faun women to 
fill such h place of importance and prom 
meuve ns they little Ire.-mied of befose. 
It Inis focused the attention of all Can 
ndian women on tin- women of our Wes 
tern farm homes. Nothing of moment 
in national affairs van ever ugnin he 
considered by Ciinndiim women without 
our faun women taking their full and

democratic evolution as that of the 
in gimized farmers m ('ana-la, including 
the women's sections. Perhaps no 
m iveiuent has been quite so good for 
those who nie n part of il ns has been 
that of the organized farm women.
Those who were in attend:.....  at that
first convention v far from being the 
self possessed, efficient, public spirited 
Women citizens that they are today. 
They .were in inu.-t part unaccustomed 
to taking their rightful share in public 
aITnirs Ol discussions, Many of them 
"cic unused to organization routine and 
form. Many had never voiced mi opinion 
in im open meeting before. To-day we 
have in onr farm women's organizii 
tions those women who are the leaders 
of women, not only farm women, but 
('iinadinn women iis !t whole. We have 
those women whose opinions are re 
spectrd and solo ited, and the utterance 
i t which is molding publie opinion and 
thought to day us it Ims never I,ecu 
molded before. The hearts of Cana 
drm women to day turn for inspiration 
and guidance to those among our farm 
women who have in the past few years 
risen from obscurity to the first place in 
i ntional thought. They have risen, not 
ol themselves, but of a consuming im 
pulse and desire to make rural life in 
the west, safe nnd secure, and just, for 
each other, for themselves, for their 
children, and for those generations that 
’•hull yet people our wide primes. They 
saw that organization was the open 
door to that seen - ity and betterment 
They entered only to find greater possi 
bilities than they dreamed of, and hav­
ing entered they will go on and on till 
the people on the land have achieved 
• but social, economic and political free- 
rum. which belongs by light to those 
who make up the world's basic industry.

Distributing Warehouse. Elmwood. Winnipeg, of the United Drain Grower. Limited 
Sise. 100 feet by 400 feet.
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